The Listening Post
Dedicated to Community Service and All Central Florida Hams

President’s Message
Greetings and Happy New Year everyone! Where has
the year gone? Can’t believe 2017 is here already.
HamCation is just around the corner, too!
Our January meeting is just a couple of days away on
January 4. Our presentation for the January meeting
will be Dave Jordon, AA4KN. Dave is returning this
month to provide us an update on AMSAT and their
current projects. Originally, we were going to have a
presentation on Hamnet, but due to a family
emergency with one of the presenters, we’ll need to
reschedule it to a future meeting. A huge thank you to
Dave for being available this month.
Before you know it, Field Day will be here. Field Day is
the last full weekend of June. This year, June 24 & 25.
We need someone to chair/manage our Field Day
operations. If you are interested, please contact me
ASAP.
(Continued on Page 2)
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January 2017
OARC MEETING
January 4, 2017, 7:30pm
Beardall Senior Center
800 Delaney Ave, Orlando, FL 32801
ARRL Testing: 5:30pm
For information & Updates
See www.oarc.org
OARC Board of Directors
President: John Knott, N4JTK
Vice President: Peter Meijers, AI4KM
Treasurer: Lidy Meijers, KJ4MM
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW
Directors:
Bob Cumming, W2BZY
Ralph Betts, W4ORL
Tony Darnell, KK4VRP
Val Jacyno, AK4MM
Michael Cauley, W4MCA
Joe Codeiro, WW4JC
The Listening Post is the OARC
newsletter for OARC members. The LP
will be distributed electronically via Email and the OARC web site
(www.oarc.org).
Co-Editors: Thomas Husband KM4MAL
and Ed Thralls NE4H.
Comments, suggestions and articles are
welcome. Send to info@oarc.org.
Contributing to this edition: John Knott,
Peter Meijers
OARC REPEATERS
Call
Freq
Shift
KB4UT 146.760* -600
N4UMB 147.015
-600
* Fusion Repeater

PL
103.5
103.5

D-Star
K1XC C 146.820
-600
K1XC B 443.275
+5MHz
K1XC A 1275.000 -12 MHz Voice
K1XC A 1255.000 -12MHz Digital
W4PLB C 145.160
+600
W4PLB B 442.300
+5MHz
All D-star repeaters are connected

President’s Message

(continued from page1)

Save the date: Coming up on April 29, 2017 will be the OARC/HamCation Ham Picnic
at Sanlando Park. More info coming soon, but in the meantime, mark your calendars.
We will restart the KB4UT Wayne Nelson Traders Net again for 2017 on Tuesday
January 10 at 8:00pm. If you are interested in being a Net Control Station for the
Traders Net, please let us know.
Saturday January 14 will be the next UCF Tailgate. People start arriving around 7am.
This is typically an early event, so plan on arriving early to get the best deals. You’ll
be able to pick up your HamCation tickets also. More info at:
http://www2.mmae.ucf.edu/wiki/Tailgate
Last but certainly not least, a huge THANK YOU to Lidy for orchestrating another
magnificent Christmas Party! Lidy has been organizing the Christmas Party for about
7 or 8 years now, and every year it just gets better! Lots of great food and dessert’s.
Sadly, Lidy has decided to step down for organizing the annual party, but she has left
us in great hands with Ana Groe, KM4JVE. Please give a warm welcome to Ana as our
new Christmas Party organizer at the next meeting, but don’t forget Ana will need
help with this huge undertaking.
A huge Thank You to all of you who did come to the Christmas Party and help make it
another awesome event and for providing a small unwrapped present for a child in
the community, I very much appreciate it along with the Toys 4 Tots organization.

Happy New Year

Courtesy KF7YQC , Douglas County Amateur Radio, NV
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OARC 2016 CHRISTMAS PARTY AND AWARDS
By Peter Meijers, AI4KM

The Knight of Columbus was the place to be on December 3rd for the famous
OARC/OCA Christmas Party. Well appreciated by the members for the great
atmosphere and the great food. Lidy KJ4LMM organized it very well and
Too -Jays did a fine job with the catering of the food. Several members contributed to
the dessert, Ana, KM4JVE came with a lighted cake that gave an extra accent to a
successful get together and camaraderie during the Christmas Party.
AWARDS
OARC President John Knott, N4JTK used the opportunity to put several hams in the
spotlight. In different areas they showed the real ham spirit, and OARC President John
Knott gave them the awards. Michael Cauley, W4MCA, presented awards from OCA.
That closes a very successful event, and also a great year full of activities for OARC
and OCA. Like every year the ladies prizes were very popular, the same for the table
pieces both made and chosen by Lidy. Please see an impression with pictures of the
Christmas Party 2016.
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OARC 147.760 Fusion Repeater Worldwide
Connected with the WIRES-X Access Point
By Peter Meijers, AI4KM

Recently the club invested in an extension of the possibilities with the Yaesu System
Fusion. The Fusion Repeater is can be connected to all Fusion repeaters all over the
world that are also connected to the internet with the WIRES-X box. Thanks to great
effort from James, N0XIA, the OARC Fusion repeater is connected to the world wide
Yaesu Fusion system. James programmed the needed computer and connected the
Fusion repeater and the WIRES-X to the Internet. The users of a Yaesu Fusion
capable transceiver are able to connect to other hams with a simple push of some
buttons on their radio. Repeaters with the same system connected to the Internet are
now in reach of every ham.
This is Yaesu information about WIRES-X:
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WIRES (Wide-coverage Internet Repeater Enhancement System) is an Internet
communication system which expands the range of amateur radio communication. For
WIRES-X, an amateur node station connecting to the Internet is used as the access
point and connects the wireless communication to the Internet. Users' stations can
communicate with other amateur stations all over the world using a node within the
radio wave range.

WIRES-X automatically connects to nodes and rooms via the Internet. No more need
to verify connection IDs or transmit cumbersome DTMF connection codes.
Information about nodes and rooms is exchanged via C4FM Digital signaling. Thanks
to automatic reconnection to the previous contact, all you need to do is press PTT and
start talking.
Easily search for new nodes and rooms, and initiate communication promptly when
you find an ID that captures your interest.
News Station function
News bulletins (messages, images, voice memos) can be freely uploaded to nodes
and rooms. Other users can download the saved news information. For example,
sharing traffic information or other local news, or sending a snapshot of a meeting
place to fellow operators, as well as a myriad of other uses are possible. It does not
matter whether someone is nearby or in a country far away. WIRES-X offers a way to
overcome barriers of distance, time, or even language.
The complete sheet is available on this website:
https://www.yaesu.com/jp/en/wires-x/index.php
A user manual: https://www.yaesu.com/jp/en/wires-x/user/index.php
And the Fusion Wires Node List: https://www.fusionlive.net/
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HamCation℠ 2017 almost there!
By Peter Meijers, AI4KM

In nearly six weeks the Orlando HamCation ℠ Ham Radio & Electronics Show kicks off
at the Central Florida Fairgrounds in Orlando. The preparations start, Wednesday
February 9, when the Tailgaters and the RV-ers are ready to move in. The same day
the commercial buildings East, West and North are getting are prepared for the
commercial vendors. Over 200 tables are set up in the Swaps building.
Wednesday around noon the RV-ers will be checked in at the Southgate. Commercial
vendors check in from Wednesday on. Thursday noon, the Tailgaters will be guided to
their spots.
The opening hours of the 2017 HamCation ℠ are:
Friday February 10, from 9 am – 6 pm.
Saturday February 11, from 9 am – 5pm
and Sunday February 12, from 9 am – 2 pm.
It is fantastic that we have a huge group of volunteers helping out in all areas. Of
course we can always use more help. More hands make lighter work.
Club members who are able to volunteer during HamCation℠ please send an E-mail
to volunteers@hamcation.com and the area you can help.
The reservations for tickets, RV, Tailgate and Commercial are hitting the mailbox and
the online ordering site of the HamCation℠ website www.hamcation.com . More
Hams use the Online ordering system over the internet, which is easy and convenient
to deal with.
Reservations chairwoman Lidy, and the chairmen in the different areas have sent out
hundreds of reservations already. Our IT team John and Michael provide fantastic
support with the Booth Tracker system when needed. All together we are getting
ready to welcome our guests at the Central Florida Fairgrounds in Orlando.
All HamCation℠ information is available on our website www.hamcation.com where
you can find the latest updates on Vendors, Forums and hotel accommodations. See
you in February 2017
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HamCation℠ 2017 Chairmen Team

Standing from left to right: Val Jacyno, AK4MM, Chairman testing. Michael Cauley,
W4MCA, Chairman Finance, Website, Booth Tracker and Tailgate, Mike Bivins,
KG4BDL, Chairman Prize/Info Booth, Foxhunt. Benton Bonney, Chairman W4PE,
Special Event/Talk-in Station, Sinage. John Knott, N4JTK, Chairman RV / Booth
Tracker. Tony Darnell, KK4VRP Security Co-Chairman. Peter Meijers, AI4KM,
HamCation℠ Chairman. Frank Tagliani, KD4EDZ, Chairman Security. Lidy Meijers,
KJ4LMM Chairman Reservations. Bob Cumming, Chairman Commercial. Bob Nocero,
W4KBW Chairman Print, Badges and Photography. Andy Andersson, KJ4VQN,
assistant to Swaps operation.
Insert Portraits from left to right: Ralph Betts, W4ORL, Chairman Operations. Joe
Cordero, WW4JC, Chairman Forums and Transportations. Jim Robarr, KB2CUX,
Chairman Swaps. Bill Burgner,W4WWB, Chairman Ticket Sales on site.

The Listening Post 9

WORDS TO THE WISE
(From: The ARRL Contest Update for November 30, 2016)

Conductor Migration
Conductor Migration occurs when the center conductor of a coaxial cable moves away
from the desired centered position in the cable geometry. Certain types or qualities of
coaxial cable or coaxial connectors can fail to maintain a consistent distance between
the inner conductor and the outer shield when subject to mechanical and/or thermal
stresses beyond their design ratings. Beyond presenting non-uniform impedance,
should the center conductor actually touch the shield, an arc or short could occur.
Good practice in using coaxial cable includes paying attention to minimum bend
radius specifications, and avoiding foam-filled insulation types for physically
demanding applications. For long service life, use good-quality coaxial connectors some very inexpensive connectors have been found to use plastics that can melt or
deform even while soldering.
(From: The ARRL Contest Update December 14, 2016)

Sequencer
A device which arbitrates and controls connections between various pieces of
equipment in the receive and transmit signal chains. It is commonly used in UHF/VHF
operations where transceivers, transverters, monoband amplifiers, and preamplifiers
are used in combination. For example, sequencers are used to make sure that
elements of the receive chain such as preamplifiers are switched OUT during transmit,
and that all proper transmit components such as amplifiers and filters are switched IN
before RF is applied. Modern sequencers are highly configurable, to accommodate
complex topologies with varied switching times.

OPERATING TIP
(From: The ARRL Contest Update for November 30, 2016)

Answering CQs
Make sure you're near in frequency when answering a CQ in a contest in a non-pileup
situation. In crowded band conditions, and especially when there may be significant
receive noise, some operators use very narrow filters. If you're not getting noticed,
and the CQer is otherwise not busy, change your frequency just a little bit between
unsuccessful calls.
Bonus Tip: To beat others when answering a CQ or trying to bust a pileup, it can be
effective to call slightly off frequency. If others are also calling, you want your signal
to stand out a bit.
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Amateur Radio Parity Act Bill Unable to
Overcome Florida Senator's Objections
(The ARRL Letter for De cember 15, 2016)

The Amateur Radio Parity Act, H.R. 1301, suffered an unbefitting demise on
December 9 as the 114th Congress drew to a close. After passing the House of
Representatives on a unanimous vote earlier this fall, the bill stalled in the Senate due
to the intervention of only one member, Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL). The measure would
have directed the FCC to extend its rules relating to reasonable accommodation of
Amateur Service communications to private land-use restrictions, such as covenants,
conditions, and restrictions (CC&Rs) imposed by homeowners
associations.
"[During 2016] Nelson received thousands of e-mails, letters,
and phone calls from concerned constituents asking for his
support of H.R. 1301. Numerous meetings were held with his
senior staff in an effort to move the legislation forward,"
ARRL said in a news release. "Negotiations, which led to an
agreement with the Community Associations Institute (CAI),
the national association of homeowner's associations and
publicly supported by CAI and ARRL, were brushed aside by
Sen. Nelson as irrelevant."
In a final meeting with Nelson's staff as the 114th Congress neared adjournment, it
became clear that no matter what was said or done, the Senator would oppose the bill
and refuse to allow it to move forward. Because the measure had not been put on the
floor schedule, the only way it could have passed the Senate would have been
through a process called "unanimous consent." A Senate member may request
unanimous consent on the floor to set aside rules and expedite proceedings. If any
single Senator objects, though, the request is rejected.
The unhappy ending followed nearly 2 years of intense effort on the part of ARRL and
thousands of its members, who contacted their Congressional representatives to urge
their support of the measure on Capitol Hill. The ARRL Board of Directors is expected
to discuss the future of the initiative at its January meeting.
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ARRL Transitioning to New
Digital Publishing Platform
(The ARRL Letter for December 8, 2016)

ARRL is moving to a new digital publishing platform! The January 2017 digital edition
of QST will be the first produced using PageSuite. ARRL Publications Manager Steve
Ford, WB8IMY, said the transition from the current Nxtbook platform to PageSuite not
only will improve members' reading experience, it will
be more convenient.
"PageSuite provides a sleek, modern design that runs
on desktop browsers, mobile browsers, and within
apps for mobile devices," Ford said. "PageSuite does
not require Flash but uses HTML5 instead. This
alleviates many security concerns and makes the magazine more broadly
compatible."
New QST issues, beginning with the January 2017 edition, will take up less space on
mobile devices, speeding up download time. Added features include digital bookmarks
to save a page and pick up right where you left off, and a clipping tool to save or
share important passages as JPEG files. Video files will be hosted on YouTube in high
resolution.
The new application is compatible with Android devices, iOS devices -- including
iPhones, iPod touches, and iPads -- and will be newly available to Kindle Fire. These
apps will receive regular, quick updates in order to keep the application running
smoothly.
Ford said the link to the digital edition of
the monthly journal will remain in the
same spot on the QST website, and
members will continue to be notified of
its release via e-mail.

A sample of the digital edition of QST
produced using the PageSuite
platform.

ARRL has compiled a "how-to" guide to
help members navigate PageSuite, which
will be available on the QST web page on
the day the January digital edition is
announced. The announcement
concerning the availability of the January
issue of QST in the new desktop/laptop
version, the how-to guide, and the new

digital QST apps, will be forthcoming.
Members can use the online digital QST feedback form to comment on the new
platform when it is available. To ease the transition, Nxtbook applications will
continue to function on iOS and Android devices until January 1
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OARC Meetings and Events for the Remainder
of 2016
January 4

Meeting

February 1

Meeting

February 10, 11, 12

Orlando HamCation

March 1

Meeting

April 5

Meeting

May 3

Meeting

June 7

Meeting

June 24, 25

Field Day (set up June 23)

July 5

Meeting

August 2

Meeting

September 6

Meeting

October 4

Meeting

November 1

Meeting

December 6

No Meeting
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OARC Membership Application

Make Checks payable to
Orlando Amateur Radio Club

Orlando Amateur Radio Club, OARC
Post Office Box 547962
Orlando FL 32857 - 7811

To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check.

Date: __/ __/20__

[ ] Regular Member [ ] Family Member [ ] Associate Member
[ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal [ ] CMP

Name: _________________________________ Call ______________ Class ____________
Address: __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State _______ Zip __________
E-mail Address (print) _______________________________________
(Home) Phone: _________________ (Cell) Phone _______________ Birth Month__________
Rates: Regular

[ ] 1 year $15.00

[ ] 3 years $40.00 [ ] 6 years $75.00

Rates: Family

[ ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18

Rates: Associate [ ] 1 year $15.00

Dues Total: __________

All Membership(s) will expire ONE year from date paid.
Other Club Affiliation:
Are you an ARRL Member: [ ] Yes

Name Badges:

[ ] No

White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.

[ ] Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________________ Call ______________
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $2.00 for shipping & handling.
Shipping & Handling: [ ] Yes [ ] No
Badges ________ S&H _________ Total ___________
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