The Listening Post
Dedicated to Community Service and All Central Florida Hams

President’s Message
Greetings! I hope everyone is doing well. Here
soon we’ll start having some cooler weather. I for
one will be glad to see it. Autumn nights with low
humidity in Florida are great.
Our next meeting is coming up on Wednesday
October 3 at 7:30p. Our presentation that night will
be Tim Duffy, K3LR. Tim is the COO of DX
Engineering and a participant of the World
Radiosport Team Championship held in July of this
year in Germany. Tim’s teammate at the WRTC was
Sandy Raeker, DL1QQ. Tim and Sandy placed 26th
out of 63 teams. Tim is going to tell us all about the
WRTC and he should have some interesting photos
and stories. Tim will be joining us via Skype, so it
would be nice to have a full house for him.
(Continued on Next Page)
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Call
Freq
KB4UT
146.760*
N4UMB
147.015
* Fusion Repeater

Shift
-600
-600

PL
103.5
103.5

D-Star
K1XC C
146.820
-600
K1XC B
443.275 +5MHz
K1XC A
1275.00 -12 MHz Voice
K1XC A
1255.00 -12MHz Digital
W4PLB C 145.160
+600
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz
All D-star repeaters are connected

President’s Message (Continued from Previous Page)
At the September Board meeting, it was decided that we are going to start a classified
section in our newsletter. Details will be released soon on how to submit an ad, the
requirements, limitations, and how long it will run for. Be patient as all the details are
worked out.
Don’t forget to pick up your Christmas Party tickets. They’ll still be available at the
October and November meetings and are only $10 ea. Details are in this issue.
Also, at the September Board meeting, Director Val Jacyno, AK4MM submitted his
resignation from the Board. Recently Val accepted a new job out of town and can no
longer make meetings, including Board Meetings. I want to say thank you to Val for
his many years of service to the club. Not only as a Board Member, but also as the VE
Coordinator for the club. He has done an outstanding job. Don’t worry, Val is not
going anywhere. He will still be a member of the club and will still be a CoCoordinator of the VE’s at HamCation. You never know, he might just pop into a
meeting one night!
After Val submitted his resignation and accepted by the Board, I asked the Board to
support me on appointing Dean Groe, KD4TWJ to fulfill the remainder of Val’s term.
Dean has a spectacular background in Amateur Radio, Emergency Communications,
HF Communications, Digital Communications, Incident Command structure, and so
much more. The Board voted unanimously to accept Deans appointment. Please
welcome Dean to the Board of Directors Wednesday night!

John Knott
HamCation℠ Chairman Column
(Michael Cauley, W4MCA)

Greetings Everyone
We had a Booth at the Huntsville Hamfest in August to promote HamCation. We
talked to lots of people about HamCation.
Our online reservation system is live, and we are taking in orders already for
HamCation 2019.
Our latest HamCation Committee meeting just finished up this past weekend. Lots of
new things are coming for HamCation 2019. This year we will have a dedicated
Volunteer Kitchen which will be in the Social Hall. This Area will be for volunteers
only. The Vendor Kitchens in the North Hall and West Hall will be for Vendors only.
I know what you are thinking, what is happening with testing they will be moving to
Classroom 1 at the Children’s Safety Village For all 3 test sessions.
Also, I would like to announce that Orlando HamCation has signed a 5-year deal with
the Central Florida Fairgrounds. This will be HamCation’s home till at least 2023.
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OARC’s D-STAR
(By James Deul, N0XIA)

When D-STAR was first introduced in 2004 to the United States, it was not until 2008
that the OARC installed the first D-STAR repeater, K1XC, in the I-Drive area in
Orlando. In 2009 it was moved to today’s present site in downtown Orlando and
successfully established an Internet connection with an active gateway to the D-STAR
world. W4PLB in Sanford shortly followed. As of today, our club supports vhf, uhf, and
23cm repeaters in Orlando with a 23cm data link also known as a D-STAR Stack.
Sanford has a vhf and a uhf repeater. The club also has a reflector (REF037) that
connects the two sites with a common connection on vhf so that operators can be
heard on either vhf site at the
same time. More information can
be found on OARC repeaters and
others at https://oarc.org/clubcfl-repeaters
Some of us have D-STAR radios
and I admit it is not many. I
thought I would discuss when
you are near a computer with
Internet, some sites that may be
of interest to add to the use of
your D-STAR radio use.
If you want to see the status of a
repeater/gateway such as K1XC,
you can go to this link where you
can see what the repeaters are
connected to on the Internet at
that site and have a last heard
list. This is referred to as a
Dashboard.
http://k1xc.dstargateway.org/status.html
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Here you can see that K1XC, port C is
connected to reflector REF037 port C.
Remote Users is where you will see
hotspot type devices connected
directly to K1XC. This is seldom done
to a repeater, but very common for
reflectors. You also get a Last Heard
list that is time stamped for that last
recorded transmission event.
Here is a snapshot of Reflector 37 at
http://ref037.dstargateway.org/
Unfortunately, I am not able to depict
the whole image, but the link will give
a complete picture. This is the
dashboard for the reflector where you
can see what repeater/Gateways are
connected to it. Notice that there are
several Remote Users, which are
Hotpsot connected devices. You might
have heard of Nano-spots, Openspots, Dvaps, Jumbo-spots and other
similar names. This is where they
would be connected when on D-STAR.
If you want to see activity on D-STAR,
here are two sites that update every minute or so.
http://www.dstarusers.org/lastheard.php

The Listening Post 4

Here you can see the callsign of the user with timestamp, what connection he
transmitted from and location of the report. If you look at the 5th callsign, you will
see N0XIA, on K1XC and located in Orlando.
https://nj6n.com/dplusmon/

This site is has a little more information and updates regularly.
You can also search for a particular callsign in the MyCall and Gateway fields to see
when it was last heard on the D-STAR network.

I inputted N0XIA in the MyCall field to get all of the last heard for my various callsign
ID’s.
The Club repeaters and reflector are on what is called the US Trust. If want to know if
the repeaters are active on the network, you can go to
http://www.jfindu.net/DSTARRepeaters.aspx
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The “D” locations are where there are D-STAR repeater/gateways that are active. If
the “D” is not there, it lost its’ Internet in the last 5 minutes or more.

Clicking on a “D” will give you information on that repeater/gateway.
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Here are some other links.
W4PLB in Sanford
https://w4plb.dstargateway.org/status.html
W4AES is in Orlando and is linked to reflector REF030 C
https://w4aes.dstargateway.org/
REF030
http://ref030.dstargateway.org/
Other websites of interest about D-STAR
http://www.dstarusers.org/
http://www.dstarinfo.com/
I hope this will give a D-STAR operator some tools that will allow a more visual
experience with the mode.
73/s, James, N0XIA

Ride for Ronald
(By John Knott, N4JTK)

Coming up on Sunday October 14, 2018 is the Ride for Ronald Bicycle event.
This event benefits the Ronald McDonald House
charities. Once again we will be needing ham radio
operators for SAG, ROVER, and Rest Stop duties. This
event starts at 7am and last till the last rider finish’s,
typically around 4pm. This is a great training exercise
for ARES members or those who have an interest in
Emergency Communications as we will be running a
“Directed” Net.
If you are interested in assisting, please go to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GT7QT6W to sign
up for the event.

Christmas Party
(By John Knott, N4JTK)

This year’s Christmas Party will be on Saturday December 1, 2018! Not December 8,
2018 announced in error by me in the last issue of the Listening Post. My apologies
for any inconvenience this may have caused.
The Christmas Party will be at the Knights of Columbus Hall 5727 Cornelia Ave,
Orlando FL 32807. Doors open at 6pm! Dinner served at 7pm, with awards program
to follow. We need donations for the dessert table. Please bring a small sample of
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your favorite dessert to share. All inquiries about dessert should be directed to Ana
Groe. You can email what you are bringing to Ana at agroe@oarc.org.
Once again, we will be collecting toys for the United States Marine Corps Toys 4 Tots.
Please bring a small unwrapped toy for under privileged children of Central Florida.
Tickets are $10 each and they will be available at the October or November meetings
only. Tickets will not be available at the door! Don’t miss out on the best Christmas
Party of the year! We’ll have plenty of door prizes.

53rd Annual Melbourne HAMFEST 2018
(By Tom Husband, KM4MAL)

Don’t forget that the Melbourne Hamfest is being held on October 12-13, 2018. If you
are interested in buying or selling equipment, tables and outdoor tables will be
available. Details can be obtained at: http://pcars.org/.

Amateur Radio Volunteers Still Dealing
with Florence's Aftermath
(Source: The ARRL Letter for September 20, 2018)

Conventional telecommunications are starting to return to normal in some
communities affected by Hurricane Florence, but the now long-gone storm set up
others for persistent and record-breaking flooding, primarily in eastern North Carolina
and along several of the state's rivers. The storm, which made landfall near
Wilmington, North Carolina, primarily affected the Carolinas, Georgia, and Virginia.
"Things are back to normal communication status, and demobilization is occurring for
folks deployed," South Carolina Section Emergency Coordinator Billy Irwin, K9OH,
said on September 19. At mid-week, the FCC reported that nearly all cellular service
had been restored in South Carolina.
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Over the weekend, ARES volunteers from several South
Carolina counties had pitched in to support emergency
communication in the face of power and
telecommunication outages and heavy rainfall. ARES
Richland County Emergency Coordinator Ronnie
Livingston, W4RWL, said volunteers in his county
staffed the county Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
and Red Cross. operators at the State Emergency
Operations Center (SEOC) kept in contact with field
volunteers in Marion and Dillon counties after
conventional telecommunications failed there.
ARES District Emergency Coordinator EMEA Area 3 Earl
Dean, W4ESD, said ARES deployed assets as well as personnel who coordinated with
the appropriate agencies. Horry County ARES and ARRL South Carolina Section Public
Information Officer (PIO) Gordon Mooneyhan, W4EGM, said radio amateurs set up
and organized communication networks to assist local government and emergency
agencies, as well as to handle health-and-welfare traffic for affected residents, to let
their family members outside the affected area know they were all right.
In North Carolina, storm surge had caused flooding in many communities. Ham radio
volunteers responded in counties along the coast, including Wilmington, Topsail
Beach, Jacksonville, and Morehead City, staffing both EOCs and shelters. Farther
inland, numerous ARES teams activated in the face of river flooding to address a
combination of sheltering needs for local residents and evacuees. Communication
throughout the state has been supplemented by neighborhood-based operators, who
reported emergencies to county EOCs. The FCC reported
on September 19 that nearly one-third of cell service was
out in Columbus, Pender, and Onslow counties. The storm
also took out several broadcast outlets in the state.
The Salvation Army Team Emergency Network (SATERN)
activated on September 14 and 15. The net's primary
mission was the receipt and delivery of outbound healthand-welfare messages from affected areas.
The Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) shut down its activation
for Hurricane Florence after 38 hours, shortly after the
storm made landfall. The HWN operated on two
frequencies simultaneously -- its "home" 20-meter
frequency of 14.325 MHz and its 40-meter frequency of 7.268 MHz.
"While propagation was not good on 20 meters for the period, 40 meters afforded a
fairly consistent contact with stations in the area," HWN Assistant Manager Stan
Broadway, N8BHL, recounted. Broadway said nearly 200 stations checked in, and the
net took in approximately twice that number of reports, funneling important
information via WX4NHC at the National Hurricane Center (NHC). "Many were not at
severe levels, but all 'ground truth' [reports] assist in plotting the activity of the
storm," Broadway explained. WX4NHC monitored the HWN and the Voice over
Internet Protocol Hurricane Net (VoIPWX) on EchoLink Conference WX-Talk, node
7203 or IRLP 9219.
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While the storm was still out in the Atlantic, ARRL shipped Ham Aid kits to the
affected region -- the same ones that ARRL volunteers took to Puerto Rico a year ago
to assist with disaster communications following Hurricane Maria. The ARRL
Headquarters Emergency Response team activated on September 12 and remained
operational into the weekend. W1AW suspended its scheduled bulletin and code
practice transmission on September 14.

Emergency Preparedness Takes Center
Stage for 2018 Simulated Emergency Test
(Source: The ARRL Letter for September 20, 2018)

The 2018 ARRL Simulated Emergency Test (SET) is just ahead. The primary ARRLsponsored national emergency exercise is designed to assess the skills and
preparedness of Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®) volunteers as well as
those affiliated with other organizations involved with emergency and disaster
response. Although the main SET weekend this year is October 6 - 7, local and
Section-wide exercises may take place throughout the fall. Those who already take
part in public service and emergency activities are getting ready for the annual SET, a
dress rehearsal, next month. But, the 2018 ARRL SET is an open casting call for all
radio amateurs interested in expanding their emergency preparedness knowledge and
skill.
The annual SET encourages maximum participation by all
Amateur Radio operators, partner organizations, and national,
state, and local officials who typically engage in emergency or
disaster response.
In addition to ARES volunteers, radio amateurs active in the
National Traffic System, Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service (RACES), SKYWARN™, Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT), Salvation Army Team Emergency
Radio Network (SATERN), and a variety of other allied groups
and public service-oriented radio amateurs are needed to
fulfill important roles in this nationwide exercise.
The SET allows volunteers to test equipment, modes, and
skills under simulated emergency conditions and scenarios.
Individuals can use the time to update a "go-kit" for use
during deployments and to ensure their home station's
operational capability in an emergency or disaster.
At the national level, ARRL has established formal working
relationships with partner organizations and agencies, such as
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the American National Red
Cross, the Salvation Army, the National Weather Service, the National
Communications System, the Association of Public-Safety Communications OfficialsThe Listening Post 10

International (APCO-International), Citizen Corps, National Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster (NVOAD), REACT International, Society of Broadcast Engineers
(SBE), United States Power Squadron, and Boy Scouts of America. Details on these
organizations and how they work with ARRL and Amateur Radio operators are on the
ARRL website.
To get involved, contact your local ARRL Emergency Coordinator or Net Manager.
Check on upcoming planned activities through local, state, or Section-wide nets. If
you don't know already, find out who the Emergency Coordinator is and where the
nearest ARES group meets. Your ARRL Section Manager should be able to assist.
Additional background on the annual SET appears in the article, "2017 Simulated
Emergency Test Results," in the July 2018 issue of QST. Guidelines and specific SET
reporting forms for ARRL Section and Field Organization leaders are posted on the
ARRL website for use by Emergency Coordinators and Net Managers, or by Section
leaders in charge of reporting this year's SET activity. -- Thanks to Steve Ewald,
WV1X

Scouts Jamboree-on-the-Air
(By John Knott, N4JTK)

Orlando Amateur Radio Club has been requested to assist with the 2018 Scouts
Jamboree on October 20, 2018. The Jamboree will be held at Camp La-No-Che 41940
Boy Scout Rd, Paisley FL 32767.We’re going to run two shifts 8am-2pm and 2pm till
8pm. We’ll need multiple operators for each
shift to assist with roughly 1800 Cub Scouts.
You’ll need to watch the following video and
take a small test on BSA Youth Protection:
https://www.scouting.org/training/youthprotection/ This is good for two years and
covers involvement with any BSA scout
events.We’ll have one HF station and one HF
antenna for this event. There will be a special
log used for the event and that has been/will
be distributed to the scouts.
If you can assist, please send an email to
jamboree@oarc.org with your name, callsign,
cellphone number, and shift you can work.
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OPERATING TIP

(Source: The ARRL Contest Update for September 19, 2018)

Have an interesting amateur radio story to tell? Gone on an exciting DXpedition?
How about a QRP contact from a local park or the back yard? Share a latest
homebrew project? Participated in a ham related event that would be interesting to
our readers? You don’t need to be a professional writer, just send a basic text file
(with a jpeg or two would be great) and we can take care of the formatting for the
newsletter.

We Need YOU!
Have an interesting amateur radio story to tell? Gone on an exciting DXpedition?
How about a QRP contact from a local park or the back yard? Share a latest
homebrew project? Participated in a ham related event that would be interesting to
our readers? You don’t need to be a professional writer, just send a basic text file
(with a jpeg or two would be great) and we can take care of the formatting for the
newsletter.
Send your stories to editors@oarc.org and it could be featured in an upcoming edition
of The Listening Post.
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OARC Meetings and Events 2018
September 5, Wednesday

Meeting – Mike Beers KA9ZRZ – Ham Radio
Hotspots

October 3, Wednesday

Meeting – Tim Duffy K3LR – WRTC 2018
Presentation

November 7, Wednesday

Meeting

December 8, Saturday

Christmas Party *** Buy Tickets Sep, Oct, Nov at
club meetings

December 5, Wednesday

No Meeting but Exams will be administered at
5:30pm at the Beardall Center

The Listening Post 13

OARC Membership Application

Make Checks payable to
Orlando Amateur Radio Club

Orlando Amateur Radio Club, OARC
Post Office Box 574962
Orlando FL 32857

To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check.

Date: __/ __/20__

[ ] Regular Member [ ] Family Member [ ] Associate Member
[ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal [ ] CMP

Name: _________________________________ Call ______________ Class ____________
Address: __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State _______ Zip __________
E-mail Address (print) _______________________________________
(Home) Phone: _________________ (Cell) Phone _______________ Birth Month__________
Rates: Regular

[ ] 1 year $15.00

[ ] 3 years $40.00 [ ] 6 years $75.00

Rates: Family

[ ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18

Rates: Associate [ ] 1 year $15.00

Dues Total: __________

All Membership(s) will expire ONE year from date paid.
Other Club Affiliation:
Are you an ARRL Member: [ ] Yes
Name Badges:

[ ] No

White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.

[ ] Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________________ Call ______________
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $2.00 for shipping & handling.
Shipping & Handling: [ ] Yes [ ] No
Badges ________ S&H _________ Total ___________
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