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Merry Christmas and a Healthy, Happy, and
Prosperous New Years. See everyone in January!

January 2, 2019 7:30pm
Beardall Senior Center
800 Delaney Ave, Orlando, FL 32801
ARRL Testing: 5:30pm
For information & Updates
See www.oarc.org
OARC Board of Directors
President: John Knott, N4JTK
Vice President: Michael Cauley, W4MCA
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW
Directors:
Bob Cumming, W2BZY
Frank Gergits, KC9GNQ
Tony Darnell, KK4VRP
Dean Groe, KD4TWJ
Frank Tagliani, KD4EZW
James Deuel, N0XIA

IN THIS ISSUE
1 • President's Message
2 • Christmas Photo’s
5 • D-STAR and the Peanut
7 • New HF Operators – Things to Do

The Listening Post is the OARC
newsletter for OARC members. The LP
will be distributed electronically via Email and the OARC web site
(www.oarc.org).

8 • Word to the Wise
8 • Conversation
9 • New CEO Wants ARRL to Serve All Ages and Amateur Radio
Interests
11 • ARRL Contests Landing Page Offers Additional Enhanced and
Expanded Content
11 • Review: The Successful Ham Radio Operator's Handbook
13 • Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade in The Listening Post
17 • OARC Meetings and Events – 2019
18 • Weekly Radio Network Meetings
19 • OARC Silent Key Assistance Program Inventory Form
20 • OARC Membership Application

The Listening Post 1

Co-Editors: Thomas Husband KM4MAL
and Ed Thralls NE4H.
Comments, suggestions and articles are
welcome. Send to editors@oarc.org.
Contributing to this edition: John Knott
N4JTK, Michael Cauley W4MCA, James
Deuel N0XIA, Frank Tagliani KD4EZW

OARC REPEATERS
Call
Freq
KB4UT
146.760*
N4UMB
147.015
* Fusion Repeater

Shift
-600
-600

PL
103.5
103.5

D-Star
K1XC C
146.820
-600
K1XC B
443.275 +5MHz
K1XC A
1275.00 -12 MHz Voice
K1XC A
1255.00 -12MHz Digital
W4PLB C 145.160
+600
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz
All D-star repeaters are connected

President’s Message (Continued from Previous Page)
Please enjoy these photos from this year’s Christmas Party. All pics on OARC
Facebook page; @W4PLB
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D-STAR and the Peanut?
This is an item of interest for ham operators that might want to explore another facet
of D-STAR. From the Netherlands, David Grootendorst, PA7LIM has introduced the
“Peanut”. This is a mobile app that can be downloaded from Google Play. You install it
on any Android device (phone or tablet) and email a request for an ID code. Once the
ID code is received, you input it into the Peanut app and you are on the air. The ID
request is for verification for that you are actually a ham operator. You also have to
be registered on D-STAR to have it work. That is true of any Internet to D-STAR type
device.
D-STAR requires what is called an AMBE chip in order take the audio of any device
(analog radio or computer with a sound card) and has it converted to the digital
protocol used. For Peanut, David gives us the Android app and provides a server with
an AMBE device to connect to the D-STAR world. Every connection through the server
to a D-STAR channel (Reflector port) requires an AMBE chip so the channel selection
is limited on the app. Peanut calls each channel a Room.
Here you see Peanut on a Samsung Galaxy S5 phone where a “Room” list is displayed
in the app where you pick a reflector to select in “Room”.

The Listening Post 5

Once selected and you connect, you are ready to listen and talk with the PTT button
on that reflector.

The PTT goes green with the callsign present when receiving a transmission.

The PTT is red when you tap the button with air time.
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You can go to http://peanut.pa7lim.nl:5678/ to see the Peanut server in real-time.
You can go to http://www.pa7lim.nl/peanut/ to read more about Peanut.
Thank you David, PA7LIM for sharing.
73’s
James, N0XIA

NEW HF OPERATORS -- THINGS TO DO
(Source: The ARRL Contest Update for October 31, 2018)

If you haven't set up for HF operation yet, Bob, K0NR, discusses some of the barriers
you might face, as well as ways to overcome them. One of the suggestions is to find a
mentor to help you get on the air, which should be the first thing to try.
If you haven't already, give one of the ARRL Sweepstakes Contests (Phone or CW) a
try. The CW version can be daunting, with many stations sending the long exchange
at 30-plus words per minute. While you can always ask stations to QRS, it can be less
stressful to listen for stations that are already sending at a speed you can copy. The
best way to get better at CW Sweepstakes is to participate. The ARRL Sweepstakes
web page has pointers, and a link to the 2018 Operating Guide that can help to
explain some of the nuances of the contest, and why it's a perennial favorite.
NEW HF OPERATORS - THINGS TO DO
The ARRL Contest Update for November 14, 2018
Practice really does help you get better, and weekly contests, such as the NCCC RTTY
Sprint, NCCC CW Sprint, and Phone Fray, are great lower-stakes ways to get in
practice before 'main events' occurring on the weekends.
In the upcoming two-week interval two of the major contests include the ARRL Phone
Sweepstakes, and the CQWW CW Contest. Even casual contesters try to work all 83
section Sweepstakes multipliers in the US and Canada, a "clean sweep."
Operators looking for a particular DX entity should check websites listing DX "planned
operations" and be on for the CQWW. One such website by NG3K provides a CQWWspecific page. Special prefixes or call signs are sometimes used in contests, and
becoming familiar with them beforehand can save time in the contest.
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WORD TO THE WISE
(Source: The ARRL Contest Update for October 31, 2018)

Occultation - The movement of one object in front of another, blocking its visibility.
This term is typically used in astronomy. Occultation of radio signals by a planet's
atmosphere can be used to measure characteristics of that atmosphere.

WORD TO THE WISE
(Source: The ARRL Contest Update for November 14, 2018)

Pareidolia - After a weekend RTTY contest, you might think you're still hearing RTTY
signals in wind noise, random static, or while driving... but there's no RTTY there. This
phenomenon is called Pareidolia. Your brain is trying to impose order on random
sounds. You are "perceiving a familiar pattern where none exists."

CONVERSATION
(Source: The ARRL Contest Update for October 31, 2018)

Fixing Fixing It
Being able to construct and repair our own gear has been part of the Amateur Radio
ethos since the beginning. But today's radio gear is feature-full and complicated,
requiring up-to-date tools and skills to work on it, and much of the "radio" part is now
implemented in software, not hardware. Besides the schematic, source code is
required to fully understand the design of most transceivers. Unless the code inside
the radio is open source, manufacturers are generally reluctant to share the source,
even for models that are out of production.
In the past, even when a manufacturer didn't publish schematics, troubleshooting,
repair, and modification of gear was possible by tracing the schematics and using
instruments like VOMs, oscilloscopes, etc. With most of the functionality in software,
tools like in-circuit emulators, debuggers, logic probes, and disassemblers come into
play, except that the legality of using those tools to repair your own gear in certain
situations is questionable due to the DMCA - Digital Millennium Copyright Act.
Equipment containing any "locks or protections" to safeguard embedded computer
programs might be subject to the DMCA and its provisions. Proprietary software, a
chip's programming fuse, the use of specialized connectors, or even glue obscuring a
part on a printed circuit board could be construed as a lock or protection. The DMCA
was intended to protect the intellectual property of manufacturers, but has also had a
chilling effect on the repairability of devices for the last twenty years.
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New CEO Wants ARRL to Serve All Ages and
Amateur Radio Interests
(Source: The ARRL Letter for November 1, 2018

Newly elected ARRL CEO Howard Michel, WB2ITX, is still on the uphill side of the
learning curve as he acquaints himself with ARRL Headquarters and the nearly 90
staffers who work there. The New Jersey native arrived at HQ on October 15 and has
spent much of his time since meeting with department managers and others to get
his bearings, with an eye toward building consensus and aligning people, programs,
and services in the same direction.
"I'm still trying to understand what is working and where the challenges are," Michel
said. "Once I understand where the challenges are, I need to understand why. Before
I make any changes in what we're doing, I need to make sure the change is a step in
the right direction and for the right reasons, and not kind of a random process."
Michel would like to see ARRL focus on the future of Amateur Radio and not become
the redoubt of a particular generation of radio
amateur or interest group. He said, "Ham radio
shouldn't abandon the old guardians of the hobby,
but at the same time, it needs to have new things
that appeal to people who have different interests
and different passions."

New CEO Howard Michel,
WB2ITX, takes W1AW for a
spin. [Michelle Patnode,
W3MVP, photo]

Ham radio appears currently entrenched with
opposition often expressed to FT8 and other digital
modes and protocols that bend Amateur Radio
traditions and conventions, Michel observed.
However, as he sees it, technology for the whole of
Amateur Radio has been changing, and detractors to
advances have always been present. He'd like ARRL
to encourage more technological diversity without
creating controversy.

"My kick is seeing the technology advance," the
former IEEE president and CEO said. "I want to see
hams embrace the new technology -- as long as we do that in a way that those who
don't adopt the new technology won't feel abandoned." In his view, the real reason
behind the continued enthusiasm for CW "is not the technology; it's the legacy."
At the same time, resources should reflect usage and interest, with respect to the
spectrum and with respect to how many pages QST devotes to a particular interest
area. "Everything should reflect the growth and change, without abandoning the
legacy interests."
Acknowledging the incessant push to get more young people into Amateur Radio,
Michel wants to explore ways "to morph some of the League's processes and services
and products into something that would appeal to the newer generation of hams."
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"Young people in general don't join organizations, but they join causes," he said.
"With that kind of attitude, how do we develop the same kind of ability for people
interested in Amateur Radio to self-organize around causes? And if we can design the
infrastructure around that, maybe they'll see value in ARRL and become a new type of
member -- not one who necessarily comes to ham club meetings once a month but
finds the League can facilitate what they want to do."
Michel said he's always enjoyed tinkering with ham gear, building it, modifying it, and
repairing it, and then making it do something new or different. He concedes that while
he has not had an opportunity to do much hamming as he's moved around with the
military and for academic and business pursuits, he'd like to become more active, and
he is presently exploring his options as an apartment dweller. As for FT8, he'd like to
try it, if for no other reason than the novelty.
Michel said he definitely wants to encourage partnerships with other organizations
with which ARRL might share some common ground, including IEEE.
"We can't do everything ourselves. We have to find partnerships," he said. Some IEEE
operating units would be applicable to Amateur Radio, and he's already heard from
two unit heads that are both hams.
Michel also feels that radio amateurs need to extend their gaze beyond the everyday
nuts and bolts of Amateur Radio operating. "What we need to do is protect the
spectrum from competition, develop interest in the various facets of Amateur Radio,
and not try to pick fights 'in house,'" he said. "Spectrum is the gold of the 21st
century."
QSO," Cruz said.
He said the club, which is headquartered in Homestead, tried something a little
different at this year's air show. "Traditionally, Amateur Radio displays are filled with
call signs and terminology that the general public doesn't understand," he said. "To a
non-ham, a call sign looks like a license plate number, for example. We created a new
banner targeted at those interested in preparedness and made sure it had plain
English and not 'hamspeak' on it."
The club also created a half-page handout with the club's information and meeting
time on it for visitors to take home instead of relying on having to look things up
online. "We shall see if the new banner and handouts paid off at the next club
meeting," Cruz said.
Other operators taking part included Alain Arocha, K4KKC; Esther Cruz, KI4OTX;
Steve Taylor, W1HQL; John Kolasinski, KK4QKL; Logan Brauer, W0LAB; Frank
DeCespedes, AK4FU; Luis Pinon, KI4VEY; Ivan Cholakov, NO2CW, and Tommy
Cholakov, N1SPY. -- Thanks to Robert Cruz, KE4MCL
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ARRL Contests Landing Page Offers Additional
Enhanced and Expanded Content
(Source: The ARRL Letter for November 8, 2018)

The new ARRL Contests page continues to develop with the addition of enhanced and
expanded contest reporting. The Contests page will soon include complete 2018
results, including full results articles from QST, expanded results, line scores, logchecking reports, soapbox forums, and database
searches.
Contests are listed -- and linked -- in the left-hand
column of the page and as tabs at the top of the page for
categories of log submissions, logs received, certificates,
and clubs. When users select an event from the left-hand
column, the page will display activity links that include
rules, logs received, results articles, and other contests
(which returns the user to the Contests home page).
Selecting "Results Articles" takes the user to the "Full
Results" articles list, hyperlinked by year.

Review: The Successful Ham Radio Operator's
Handbook
This new book is aimed at new or returning hams, to help them understand the
practical aspects of the hobby, how to use their radios, build antennas and baluns,
and get on the air successfully. In it you will find explanations of how the various
parts of your ham radio - the transmitter and receiver – work, plus how these are
being implemented using software defined radio technology. Operating techniques for
VHF/UHF repeaters, HF radio DXing techniques, and the new digital modes are
covered. Radio propagation, antennas, transmission lines, SWR and the mysteries of
baluns are explained. Building your HF station, choosing a radio, connecting your
radio to a computer, and mobile and portable operation are extensively covered.
Both the pdf and spiral-bound printed versions are available from Lulu.com, and the
print copy is also sold by DX Engineering. You can find them via the links below:
http://www.ke7x.com/successful/ordering-the-successful-ham-radio-operator-shandbook
Here is a link that describes the book in more detail:
http://www.ke7x.com/successful
Follow us on www.facebook.com/KE7XBOOKS to keep up-to-date on book news and
to be notified of book discounts at www.lulu.com.
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This book has 267 pages, 211 figures and diagrams, and 53 tables of data to make
understanding the sometimes complicated ham radio operations much easier. The
book follows KE7X's philosophy of presenting material in several forms to
accommodate people with different learning styles -- reading, visualizing, hands-on -with the many figures and text explanations and there are hands-on exercises
throughout the book that can help you learn more about your particular radio.
Follow us on www.facebook.com/KE7XBOOKS to keep up-to-date on book news and
to be notified of book discounts at www.lulu.com.
One instructor for new and advanced ham classes has said, “This book is exactly what
is needed. I've seen some other books targeting the new hams that are less than
satisfying both technically and in content but this one is right on the mark and covers
so much information that I so often get asked about, during and after teaching
classes.”
Here are more details on the content:
•

With nearly 110 years of ham radio experience between them, the authors are
still excited about the challenges this wonderful hobby offers. The Successful
Ham Radio Operator's Handbook will guide you when exploring some of these.

•

Its goal is to help new operators and returning old-timers learn about the
breadth of exciting ham radio activities and challenges available today.

•

It answers the question "Why is ham radio relevant in the Internet age?"

•

It covers a wide range of topics, helping the reader to understand the
excitement of different facets of ham radio and to choose a challenging and
exciting activity to pursue.

•

It helps the reader better understand how the radio works. Many hams only
use a small fraction of the features of their radio. For example, if you
understand how a noise blanker or a roofing filter or the AGC works, you will be
able to more easily use these, and other, features of your radio to your benefit.

•

It provides exercises designed to apply the knowledge to cement your
understanding of how your radio works without being radio-specific. It is good
for all makes and models.

•

It helps the reader get enough background to understand much of the jargon
hams who pursue special activities, such as the various digital modes, VHF
contesting and moon bounce. It quickly takes the novitiate reader to higher
level of understanding and provides URLs and websites that help the reader go
deeper into new interests.

•

Antennas remain a key area where all hams can still successfully experiment
and create a key part of their station. This book provides information to help
new hams get started cutting their own verticals and dipoles. It explains why
some popular multiband antennas may have compromises that impact
performance.

•

It gives practical guidelines about choosing transmission lines and building and
using baluns and chokes.
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•

Digital modes such as RTTY, PSK and the new WSTJ modes are explained. The
computer-to-radio connections needed for these modes are discussed and
illustrated.

•

Many hams are motivated by public service and emergency preparedness. This
book describes typical local emergency organizations and national networks.

•

Hams who like to operate while traveling will find practical information on
reciprocal international agreements and how to get permission to operate
legally.

Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade in The Listening Post
(Source: The ARRL Letter for November 8, 2018)

This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have
for sale, swap or trade. Listings must be of a non-commercial nature. Pictures of the
items can be included.
OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate.
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted.
Be sure to include your full name, call, and contact information, along with an exact
description of the item.
Send your amateur radio related items by email directly to: James Deuel, N0XIA,
jdeuell@oarc.org in the following format:
Name, Callsign, Contact information (phone number and/or e-mail address)
Item #1: (Description) Asking price: $
Item #2: (Description) Asking price: $
Or
Looking for (description) and willing to pay up to $
Any item received after the 20th of the month will not be included in the next month’s
issue of The Listening Post newsletter.
This is what is posted for this month of December:
Mike Hudzik, K5MJH
He has moved to a 55+ HOA community therefore
these items are for sale.
Contact: mhudzik@outlook.com
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Item #1
DX-60B Phone & CW Transmitter
90 watts phone or CW – 80 through 10 meters
Neutralized 6146 Final Amp
Built-in Low Pass Filter
$150 Assorted Xtals
Item #2
Kantronics KAM All Mode TNC
$25

Item #3
Mirage B108 2-meter Amplifier
Frequency Range: 144 to 148 MHz
Power: 5-15 Watts in/ 80 Watts nominal output
Modes: FM, SSB, and CW
$75

Rod Cavin, W4VBK
He has the following items for sale.
Contact: w4vbk@arrl.net or 407 925-7417.
Note on items 2, 3 and 4
$400 will take all items listed with the IC-706.
Available separately. (Contact Rod for pricing).
Item #1
Icom IC-706 MKIIG transceiver with
microphone, separation cable kit and extra
power supply. Excellent condition. $350
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Item #2
Heil Handi Mic for Icom radios with new cable to
fit IC-706

Item #3
GAP Hear-It noise reducing speaker

Item #4
Diamond MX-62M Antenna Multiplexer.

Note from the editor: I looked up the Heil mic and GAP speaker. The mic goes for
about $90 new and the speaker $149 new. The speaker is an active device that filters
out hash and noise. The Antenna Multiplexer would allow you to run the radio hf and
vhf/uhf ports to one antenna.

James Deuel, N0XIA
You can contact me at jdeuel@oarc.org
Item #1
MFJ IntelliTuner Model MFJ-998
1500 Watt Automatic Antenna Tuner
$150

Note from the editor:
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The MFJ-998 sells for about $700 new. The asking price is a good deal for a station at
100 Watts or 1,500 Watts if you have the power. More money could be asked for, but
it needs a good home. It is about the size of a base station hf radio.
Remember - KB4UT, Wayne Nelson’s Trader Net held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM,
on the KB4UT 146.760 repeater
If you don’t hear what you want on the net, check the Listening Post.
73’s
James, N0XIA
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OARC 2019 Meetings and Events
December 5, Wednesday

No Meeting but Exams will be administered at
5:30pm at the Beardall Center

January 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

February 6, Wednesday
Meeting, 7:30pm at
Central Florida
Fairgrounds -HamCation℠

More info about this meeting at the January
Meeting.

February 8 - 10, Friday,
Saturday, & Sunday

HamCation 2019, Orlando Fairgrounds

March 6, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

March 31, Sunday

Tour de Cure

April 3, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

~ April 6, Saturday
HamCation 2019
Appreciation Picnic
May 1, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

June 5, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

June 23-24, Saturday &
Sunday

ARRL Field Day 2019, Orlando Fairgrounds

July 3, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

August 7, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

September 4, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center
October 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

~ October 12, Saturday

Ride 4 Ronald

November 6, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

December 7, Saturday

Christmas Party *** Buy Tickets Sep, Oct, Nov at
club meetings (No purchases at the door)
No Club Meeting this month
Don’t forget an unwrapped toy for a tot
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Weekly Radio Network Meetings
Mon @ 20:00

147.460

Seminole ARES Net

Mon @ 20:00

147.195

OARC Net

Tues @ 19:00

145.350

Osceola ARES Net

Tues @ 19:30

147.195

Quarter Century Wireless Association

Tues @ 20:00

146.760

Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net

Wed @ 19:00

147.300

Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service

Wed @ 21:00

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group

Thur @ 19:00

146.730

Orlando ARES Net

Thur @ 20:30

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group
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Orlando Amateur Radio Club, OARC
PO Box 574962
Orlando, FL 32857
info@oarc.org
OARC Silent Key Assistance Program – Inventory Form
Name of SK
OARC Representative
Seller Address
Seller E-Mail
ITEM SERIAL
NUMBER

MODEL/DESCRIPTION

Call Sign of SK
Date
Seller Phone
Sell Alt Phone
APPRAISED
VALUE (US$)

QUANTITY

LOCATION
ITEM

OF

DATE OF
LISTING

DATE OF SAL
OR
REMOVE
FROM LISTING

Signature of Seller:

____________________

Date: ______________

Signature of OARC Representative:

____________________

Date: ______________

Items listed for Sale will be removed from posting after 90 days.
Please contact the OARC Silent Key Assistance Team to re-list items.
Item values may be changed at your request or by OARC if listed as “Best Offer.”
OARC Assumes no liability of any items listed and is not responsible for or to appraise to any
authorized appraisal practices. Appraisals are offered as a courtesy using research and offered as a
“best guess” at time of service.
OARC will not consider listing individual items under an appraisal of $100.00 may be combined as a
grab bag/box offering or donated to an amateur radio club of your choice.
All sales final between seller and buyer. OARC offers no guarantees to either seller or buyer.
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OARC Membership Application

Make Checks payable to:
Orlando Amateur Radio Club

Orlando Amateur Radio Club, OARC
Post Office Box 574962
Orlando FL 32857

To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check.

Date: __/ __/20__

[ ] Regular Member [ ] Family Member [ ] Associate Member
[ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal [ ] CMP

Name: _________________________________ Call ______________ Class ____________
Address: __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State _______ Zip __________
E-mail Address (print) _______________________________________
(Home) Phone: _________________ (Cell) Phone _______________ Birth Month__________
Rates: Regular

[ ] 1 year $15.00

[ ] 3 years $40.00 [ ] 6 years $75.00

Rates: Family

[ ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18

Rates: Associate [ ] 1 year $15.00

Dues Total: __________

All Membership(s) will expire ONE year from date paid.
Other Club Affiliation:
Are you an ARRL Member: [ ] Yes

Name Badges:

[ ] No

White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.

[ ] Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________________ Call ______________
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $2.00 for shipping & handling.
Shipping & Handling: [ ] Yes [ ] No
Badges ________ S&H _________ Total ___________
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