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The Listening Post  
 

Dedicated to Community Service and All Central Florida Hams              September/October 2019 

 

(Editor’s	note:	September/October	are	

combined	due	to	hurricane	Dorian)	

President’s Message 

Greetings!!  
I hope everyone is doing well and made it through our 
Hurricane drill last month.  On a serious note, I do 
hope that you as amateur radio operators are  
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OARC MEETING 
October 2, 2019 7:30pm 
Beardall Senior Center 
800 Delaney Ave, Orlando, FL 32801 
ARRL Testing: 5:30pm 

For information & Updates 
   See www.oarc.org 

OARC Board of Directors 
President: John Knott, N4JTK 
Vice President: Michael Cauley, W4MCA 
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE 
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW 
Directors: 

Bob Cumming, W2BZY 
Frank Gergits, KC9GNQ 
Tony Darnell, KK4VRP 
Dean Groe, KD4TWJ 
Frank Tagliani, KD4EZW 
James Deuel, N0XIA 

The Listening Post is the OARC 
newsletter for OARC members. The LP 
will be distributed electronically via E-
mail and the OARC web site 
(www.oarc.org). 

Editor: Ed Thralls NE4H. 

Comments, suggestions and articles are 
welcome.  Send to editors@oarc.org. 

Contributing to this edition: John Knott 
N4JTK, Michael Cauley W4MCA, James 
Deuel N0XIA,and Ed Thralls NE4H 
OARC REPEATERS 
  Call Freq Shift   PL 
KB4UT  146.760* -600 103.5 
N4UMB 147.015 -600 103.5 
* Fusion Repeater 
 
D-Star 
K1XC C 146.820 -600 
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz 
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice 
K1XC A 1255.00 -12MHz Digital 
W4PLB C 145.160  +600 
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz 
All D-star repeaters are connected 
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President’s Message   (Continued from Previous Page) 

prepared at the beginning of the season.  We all will have some things to pick up, but 
none of us should be scrambling to get water, basic canned foods and other supplies 
that should be stocked in advance of the season. After all, we should already know 
better. 
 
Since we canceled the September meeting, we are going to see when our presenter 
that was scheduled to do a live demo of FT8 can return; maybe later this year or after 
HamCation℠.  Just a side note, it was a good thing that we did cancel the meeting 
last month in advance as ALL government buildings were closed on that Wednesday, 
including Beardall. 
 
So that brings me to this issue of the Listening Post.  Again because of the hurricane, 
both Michael and I were in the Orange County EOC for 72+ hours because of shelters 
being open; we were not able to complete our articles for Ed.  So, this issue will be a 
combined issue for September and October.  Please be sure to thank Ed, he does an 
awesome job on the newsletter and deserves a round of applause.  
 
At the October meeting, you’ll be able to get your HamCation℠ Tickets, HamCation℠ 
Extra Chance Tickets for the drawings, your Christmas Dinner Tickets, and of course 
renew your membership.  Now just to be clear, you can only pick up your Christmas 
Dinner Tickets at the October and November meetings.  Tickets are $10.00 per 
person, $25 for non-members. BUT, if you cannot make it to either meeting, then you 
can mail a check to OARC for $10.00 per person.  Mail your check to: 
 
OARC 
Post Office Box 574962, Orlando, FL 32857 
 
PLEASE, make sure you write “Christmas Dinner” in the memo section of the check. 
Tickets will NOT be mailed back, but you can pick up your prepaid tickets at the door 
at the dinner.  Checks MUST be received no later than November 10, 2019. We’ll 
make an announcement soon on what the Grand Prize for the Christmas Party will be. 
 
Our topic for the October Meeting has changed.  2 maybe 3 candidates that are 
running for ARRL Division Director or Vice Director have made mention of stopping by 
at the meeting to discuss their campaigns. Let’s welcome them to the meeting and 
listen closely to what they have to say.  It also gives you an opportunity to ask those 
tough questions to the candidates. 
 
73 
]É{Ç ^ÇÉàà? N4JTK 
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Christmas Party 
(By John Knott, N4JTK) 

It’s starting to feel a lot like……Summer still? Yes, I know, it’s still very warm outside 
still and I want to talk about the Christmas Party.   

This year’s Christmas Party is Saturday December 7, 2018.  The location will be at the 
Knights of Columbus, 5727 Cornelia Ave, Orlando, FL 32807. Doors open at 6PM. 
Dinner is served at 7pm.  

Members and 1 guest pay $10.00 per person. Non-Members are $25.00 per person. 
Tickets will be available at the October and November meetings only! Please plan to 
attend a meeting to purchase your tickets.  

We’ll also be a Toys 4 Tots drop off location.  Please bring a small unwrapped toy.  

More details as we get closer to the party.  

 
 

Ham Radio at a Theater Near You 
(By James Deuel, N0XIA) 

As amateur radio operators, it is of interest when a movie or TV show has something 
to do with our hobby. Most of us know about the movie, Frequency, with Dennis Quaid 
and Jim Caviezel  playing a father/son communicating  via hf amateur radio through 
time. And there is Tim Allen’s Last Man Standing comedy series where not only does 
he play being a ham, he is one in real life. 

I stumbled upon a movie with Vanessa Redgrave and James Neubauer called A Rumor 
of Angels that was made in 2000. It is what I call a human interest story that involves 
a young teenager and an eccentric elder woman. There is no direct use of ham radio 
in the show, but it might be of interest for those that know Morse code. I watched it 
on Amazon Prime recently and it caught my attention although my code was terrible 
while watching. It did not get very good reviews. I don’t think it was that bad and 
maybe it was because of the Morse code episodes. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Rumor_of_Angels 
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I am sure there are other movies with an amateur radio element. I thought I would 
share this one. 
 

Radio Scouting, Inc.*  
HAM events at Camp La-No-Che 

41940 Boy Scout Rd, Paisley, FL 32767 
(by Ken Lyons KN4MDJ) 

 
Our next event will be every Saturday in October where we will be doing WiFi ARDF 
each weekend and have a blowout for the 19th for JOTA/JOTI (Jamboree-on-the-air). 
 
October 19th, 2019 Jamboree on the air (JOTA) is Scouting’s largest world-wide 
event, all in one weekend. 1.8 million scouts, mostly in the Pacific, connect to 
exchange names and details and learn about radio. We broke national records last 
year with 1010 participants, let’s see if we can get all 2000 and maybe more with 
overflow in Rybold. Perhaps LARA and OARC may bring their EMCOM trailers for more 
demonstrations? https://scoutingevent.com/083-Halloween  
 
Dec 7th, 2019 Jubilee '19, a Mini Field day, fox hunting, DX contacts, demos for all 
ages. LOCATION: Osceola Heritage Park, 1875 Silver Spur Ln, Kissimmee, FL 34744 
https://scoutingevent.com/083-Jubilee  
 
*Radio Scouting, Inc. is a IRS 501(c)3 non-profit charity to promote radio knowledge 
and youth activities for scouting and the community. 
 
 

ARRL Board Pledges to Oppose French 
Proposal for 144 -146 MHz 

(Source: The ARRL Letter for August 15, 2019) 
At its July meeting, the ARRL Board of Directors resolved that "at the appropriate 

time" ARRL will oppose a proposal by France to 
include 144 - 146 MHz among spectrum to study 
for non-safety Aeronautical Mobile Service 
applications with an eye toward sharing the 
spectrum with the Amateur Services. The action 
came as the Board met July 19 - 20 in Windsor, 
Connecticut for its second meeting of 2019. 

The Board pointed out that 144 - 146 MHz is a 
primary global Amateur Radio allocation and the 

band enjoys widespread use for emergency communication. It also noted the 



The Listening Post  5 

investment by radio amateurs of money and effort to build repeaters, beacons, space 
infrastructure, and propagation research systems that have global reach. The AMSAT 
and ARISS communities would be severely affected, the Board observed. 

ARRL International Affairs Vice President Jay Bellows, K0QB, advised that if it is added 
as an agenda item for study for WRC 2023, the Board should consider action. 

Digital Communication Issues 

The Board instructed Washington Counsel David Siddall, K3ZJ, to take appropriate 
steps to obtain FCC approval for several changes to the Part 97 Amateur Radio 
Service rules. The requested changes stemmed from discussions regarding the 
interference potential of automatically controlled digital stations (ACDS); the 
prohibition of Amateur Radio message traffic that's encoded to obscure its meaning, 
and false assertions that ARRL -- despite its record of steadfast opposition -- supports 
or encourages encrypted transmissions. The Board directed that the FCC be asked to 
make rule changes that would: 

 Remove the current 300 baud rate limitation, subject to the conditions 
requested by ARRL. 

 Authorize all automatically controlled digital (data) stations 
(ACDS) below 30 MHz, regardless of occupied bandwidth, 
to operate only within the ACDS bands designated in 
§97.221(b) of the Amateur Service rules. 

 Require all digital mode stations operating with a bandwidth 
greater than 500 Hz to operate within the ACDS bands, 
whether or not these stations are automatically controlled. 

 Limit the maximum bandwidth of digital mode signals below 
29 MHz to 2.8 kHz. 

 Reiterate to the FCC that ARRL's position is unchanged from 
that expressed in ARRL's 2013 comments on a Petition for 
Rulemaking (RM-11699) filed by Don Rolph, AB1PH. Those 
comments specifically addressed encryption of messages 
and made clear that such messages generally are 
prohibited in amateur communications by §97.113 of the 
FCC rules and by Article 25, §2 of the International Radio 
Regulations and should remain prohibited. 

The Board also wants to request that the FCC remind radio amateurs "by whatever 
appropriate means available" of the current prohibition in §97.113(a)(4) and Article 
25, §2 of the International Radio Regulations against transmitting "messages encoded 
for the purpose of obscuring their meaning." 

ARRL-initiated mediation efforts for rival parties to reach consensus on all or some of 
the issues they raised in the so-called "Symbol Rate" proceeding ended a few days 
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prior to the July Board meeting with useful discussion but no agreement among those 
parties on recommendations to the FCC. 

 

ARRL Contest and DXCC Rules Now Prohibit 
Automated Contacts 
(The ARRL Letter for August 22, 2019) 

ARRL has incorporated changes to the rules for all ARRL-sponsored contests and 
DXCC, prohibiting automated contacts and requiring that an actual operator is 
initiating and carrying out a contact. These changes also apply to Worked All States 
(including Triple Play and 5-Band WAS), Fred Fish 
W5FF Memorial, and VUCC awards. The changes are 
effective immediately and affect the rules for both HF 
contests, and VHF/UHF contests as well as DXCC. 

A resolution at the July ARRL Board of Directors 
meeting pointed to "growing concern over fully 
automated contacts being made and claimed" for 
contest and for DXCC credit. The rules now require 
that each claimed contact include contemporaneous 
direct initiation by the operator on both sides of the contact. Initiation of a contact 
may either be local or remote. 

 

160 Years Since The Carrington Event 
(The ARRL Letter for August 29, 2019) 

 

September 1 marks the 160th anniversary of the 
Carrington Event, the strongest geomagnetic storm 
known to have hit Earth since at least the 14th 
century. The event was named for British astronomer 
Richard Carrington, who first viewed and sketched the 
huge sunspot complex on the sun from which a 
gigantic solar flare -- a coronal mass ejection -- 
erupted, as he watched. Within hours, Earth was 
virtually enveloped by an aurora borealis that was 
visible even at lower latitudes and into the tropics. It 
was a truly spectacular light show that in some 
places, turned night into day.  
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When the flare interacted with Earth's magnetosphere, however, it was another story. 

This was the Victorian age, when practical wireless was still a few decades off, but the 
"auroral phenomena," as it was called then, had "a remarkable manifestation of 
magnetic influence" on telegraph wires -- the internet of the day, as it were. So 
considerable was the effect that The New York Times reported telegraph operators 
were able to disconnect the batteries that normally operated the system and were 
"working by the atmospheric current entirely!" Although the operators subsequently 
were able to reconnect their batteries, the storm continued to affect the lines. A 
telegraph manager in Pittsburgh reported "streams of fire" emitted from the circuits. 
In Washington, DC, telegraph operator Frederick W. Royce was severely shocked as 
his forehead grazed a ground wire. A witness said an arc of fire jumped from Royce's 
head to the telegraphic equipment. 

The Times account quoted an operator in Worcester, Massachusetts, who said, 
"During ten years' experience in telegraphing, I have frequently observed the effect of 
the Aurora Borealis on the wires, but never before have I seen it so grand and 
appalling." 

Operators said that at times the polarity of the battery power supply would become 
reversed. "One moment the batteries would begin to boil over, and we would have so 
strong a circuit that the armature would not come away from the magnet; the next 
moment, there would be no current at all," a report from Quebec recounted. 

Based on examinations of ice samples, scientists believe that geomagnetic storms two 
and three times stronger occurred prior to the 14th century. 

After the Carrington Event, scientists began paying a lot more attention to solar 
phenomena and sunspots. -- Thanks to Frank Donovan, W3LPL 

 

ARRL HF Band Planning Committee 
Reactivated to Address Spectrum Issues 

(The ARRL Letter for August 29, 2019) 
 

In an effort to more effectively address HF digital technology issues, ARRL President 
Rick Roderick, K5UR, has reactivated the ARRL Board of Directors' HF Band Planning 
Committee. The six-member panel, chaired by First Vice President Greg Widin, K0GW, 
will primarily focus on spectrum allocation issues that have gained increased visibility 
with discussions on accommodating automatically controlled digital stations (ACDS) -- 
many employing Winlink email. The committee will also discuss operating frequencies 
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for FT4, FT8, and other digital modes. Widin says the committee will meet next week 
to chart its course. Reactivation of the HF Band Planning Committee came out of 
discussions during the July 2019 ARRL Board meeting. 

"ARRL is not trying to shut down digital communication or shut 
down Winlink in particular," Widin said, adding that ARRL 
recognizes Winlink's proven track record in emergency 
communication. His committee also will consider Winlink 
supporters' calls for the expansion of the ACDS segments 
spelled out in §97.221(b) of the amateur rules. 

"This is not an easy task by any means," Widin allowed. 
"They're not making more bandwidth." 

"We're well aware that Winlink is the de facto standard 
supporting emergency communications in many parts of the 
country, but we have to figure out how it can operate with 
other modes, so that everybody can communicate, without 
having one mode overrun any other mode," Widin said. The 
committee will not address data encryption questions at this 
point, however. 

In response to ARRL's 2013 petition to delete the so-called 
"symbol rate" limit and replace it with a maximum bandwidth for data emissions of 
2.8 kHz below 29.7 MHz, the FCC proposed to eliminate symbol rate (baud rate) 
limitations for data transmissions but declined to propose 
a bandwidth limitation. 

At its July meeting, the ARRL Board of Directors called for 
ARRL's Washington Counsel to obtain FCC approval for 
several Part 97 rule changes. The Board asked for a 
rulemaking petition to remove the current 300 baud rate 
limitation; authorize all ACDS below 30 MHz, regardless of 
bandwidth, to operate only within the ACDS bands 
designated in §97.221(b); require digital stations 
operating with a bandwidth greater than 500 Hz to 
operate within the ACDS bands, whether or not automatically controlled, and limit the 
maximum bandwidth of digital signals below 29 MHz to 2.8 kHz. 

"We still want to change the symbol rate limitation into a bandwidth limitation, which 
makes a lot more sense in terms of current and future modes," Widin said. The panel 
also hopes to work with the WSJT-X Development Group to establish FT4 frequencies 
compatible with existing band plans. 

ARRL HF Band 
Planning 
Committee Chair 
and First Vice 
President Greg 
Widin, K0GW 
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FCC Proposes to Make All Universal Licensing 
System Filings Electronic 

(The ARRL Letter for September 12, 2019) 

The FCC is seeking comment on a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that is part 
of an overall plan to transition completely to electronic filing, licenses, authorizations, 
and correspondence. The notice proposes to make all filings to the Universal Licensing 
System (ULS) electronic, expand electronic filing and correspondence elements for 
related systems, and require applicants to provide an email address on the FCC forms 
related to these systems. Although much of the FCC's ULS filings are already 
electronic, the changes suggested in the NPRM (in WT 
Docket No. 19-212) would require all  

Amateur Radio Service applications to be filed 
electronically. Under current rules, Amateur Radio 
applications may still be filed manually, except those filed 
by Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (VECs). 

"Given the drastic changes that have occurred with regard 
to the ubiquity of the internet and increased personal 
computer access, we find it unlikely that electronic filing 
remains infeasible or cost-prohibitive for the previously 
exempted types of filers, or that they lack resources to file 
electronically," the FCC said in the NPRM, released on September 6. "We therefore 
propose to eliminate Section 1.913's exemptions to mandatory electronic filing." 

The FCC said that while the vast majority of ULS applications today are submitted 
electronically, some are still manually filed, largely from exempted filers, such as radio 
amateurs. Last year, the FCC received some 5,000 manually filed applications out of a 
total of some 425,000. The FCC is seeking comment on whether its underlying 
assumptions about the ease of electronic filing for previously exempted filers are 
valid. 

This NPRM also seeks comment on additional rule changes that would further expand 
the use of electronic filing and electronic service. The FCC stopped providing printed 
Amateur Radio license documents in 2015. 

"Together, these proposals will facilitate the remaining steps to transition these 
systems from paper to electronic, reducing regulatory burdens and environmental 
waste, and making interaction with these systems more accessible and efficient for 
those who rely on them," the FCC said. 

Comments are due within 30 days of the NPRM's release. 
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ARRL Member Had Role in Promising RF 
Treatment Device for Alzheimer's 

(Source: The ARRL Letter for August 8, 2019) 
ARRL member Eric Knight, KB1EHE, played a role in the development of an RF-based 
Alzheimer's disease treatment that now shows great promise. A study published in the 
Journal of Alzheimer's Disease following a months-long FDA clinical trial of the 
treatment protocol concluded that memory decline in most patients "appeared to have 
been reversed to cognitive levels equivalent to 12 months earlier" after 2 months of 
treatment. The clinical trial concluded last December 31 and focused on the initial 
efficacy of what NeuroEM Therapeutics, Inc. -- the company developing the device -- 
calls "transcranial electromagnetic treatment" (TEMT), using a noninvasive head-worn 
device called the MemorEM™. 

"Results from the trial demonstrate that TEMT was safe 
in all eight participating patients with mild to moderate 
Alzheimer's disease, and enhanced cognitive 
performance in seven of them, as measured by standard 
cognition scales," said a news release from NeuroEM 
Therapeutics. Seven of the eight clinical trial patients 
agreed to take part in a 4-month extension study, based 
on the findings and the positive feedback from all 
participants. 

"This pioneering study suggests that TEMT may be an 
entirely new therapeutic intervention against Alzheimer's 
disease," said NeuroEM CEO Dr. Gary Arendash. "Our 
bioengineering technology may be succeeding where 
drug therapy against this 
devastating disease has thus far 
failed. TEMT appears to be 
affecting the Alzheimer's disease 

process through several actions directly inside neurons (brain 
cells), which is where we believe the disease process needs to 
be stopped and hopefully reversed." Arendash has explained 
that TEMT in the 900 MHz range breaks down the small protein 
aggregates (amyloid oligomers) in brain cells that are thought 
to initiate Alzheimer's development. 

Knight, of Unionville, Connecticut, is the president of 
Remarkable Technolgies. He has no medical background, but 
several years ago, he learned of experiments that Arendash 
had carried out on mice specially bred to have Alzheimer's 
disease, in which the mice were exposed to low levels of RF for 
therapeutic purposes. The effects were dramatic, sometimes 

 

An unidentified clinical 
trial participant wearing 
the MemorEM cap. 
[Photo courtesy of 
NeuroEM Therapeutics] 

Eric Knight, 
KB1EHE 
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even reversing the disease's effects. Borrowing some concepts from earlier 
experiments with small rockets and avionics, Knight set about developing -- and later 
patenting -- a wearable device that could deliver requisite low levels of RF to a human 
head. NeuroEM was also developing a device, which it patented as well, and NeuroEM 
has filed multiple patents since then, Knight explained to ARRL. NeuroEM has an 
exclusive license to Knight's patent, and his contribution is now part of the overall mix 
of applied technology. 

"As an inventor and entrepreneur, all you can hope for is to have a positive impact on 
society, and this is about as important as it gets," Knight told ARRL. 

 

Unraveling the Mystery of 1 × 1 Call Signs 
(The ARRL Letter for September 12, 2019) 

The 1 × 1 Special Event Call Signs system offers a way for clubs, groups, or even 
individuals to use a short call sign of special significance to the amateur community. 
These 1 × 1 call signs are reserved in advance for use in conjunction with short-term 
special events and commemorative operations. The FCC does not assign 1 × 1 call 
signs, so they are not "official." 

On the matter of special event call signs, the FCC says, in Section 97.3(a)(11)(iii) of 
the Amateur Service rules: "The call sign is selected by the station licensee from a list 
of call signs shown on a common database coordinated, maintained and disseminated 
by the amateur station special event call sign data base coordinators. The call sign 
must have the single letter prefix K, N, or W, followed by a single numeral 0 through 
9, followed by a single letter A through W or Y or Z (for example K1A). The special 
event call sign is substituted for the call sign shown on the station license grant while 

the station is 
transmitting." 

The FCC also says in 
Section 97.119 (d): 
"Additionally, the station 

must transmit its assigned call sign at least once per hour during such transmissions." 
This requirement tends to be widely flouted, however. 

A 1 × 1 Special Event Call Sign aids other radio amateurs by calling attention to the 
special event or other occasion. 1 × 1 call signs may be used for a variety of 
purposes, such as conventions, festivals, dedications, anniversaries, 
commemorations, and ARRL Field Day. Even local events qualify. 

There are 750 1 × 1 Special Event Call Sign possibilities, and radio amateurs of any 
license class may reserve one as far as a year in advance to use for up to 15 days. Of 
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course, 1 × 1 Special Event Call Signs are recycled. It's first come, first served. See 
the Frequently Asked Questions page for more information.  

The FCC has selected coordinators to approve and post 1 × 1 Special Event Call Sign 
reservations to a searchable database. -- Thanks to The Radiogram (Portage County 
Amateur Radio Society newsletter) 

 

WORD TO THE WISE  
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 21, 2019) 

Prop Pitch Rotator 

A rotator that was originally a component in a propeller aircraft motor. The original 
use was to change the orientation of the blades of the propeller to change the amount 
and direction of thrust. For amateur use as an antenna rotator, they provide an 
incredible amount of turning torque for very large antennas. 

 (The ARRL Contest Update for September 4, 2019) 

Rise Time 

As applied to transmitted CW signals, the amount of time taken for the signal to go 
from zero amplitude to full amplitude. The rise time determines bandwidth of the CW 
signal. It is good practice to use rise times of 5 milliseconds or longer. On some 
modern transceivers the rise time can be set in a configuration menu. 

(The ARRL Contest Update for July 24, 2019) 

Polar Flutter 

An occasional property of radio signals that traverse the polar region, characterized by 
rapid changes or pulses of the amplitude of the signal. Its presence can indicate a 
polar path that is almost open or almost closed, but certainly changing. The rapidity of 
the flutter can make copying signals extremely difficult. 

(The ARRL Contest Update for August 7, 2019) 

SSSP Propagation 

Summer Solstice Short Path - From an article by Han, JE1BMJ: A type of 6-meter 
propagation that occurs roughly in June and July in the northern hemisphere, and 
around the December solstice in the southern hemisphere. The exact mechanism of 
this propagation path is still debated, but signals are characterized as "weak, but pure 
tone" with slow QSB and no flutter. 
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OPERATING TIP  
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 21, 2019) 

Use Score Comparisons on 3830scores.com  

This tip is from Val's, NV9L, presentation at the 2016 Contest University. The 
3830scores website has a handy feature that lets you to look up scores and band 
breakdowns for a particular contest by year and call sign. Start by looking up a call's 
results for a specific contest, then click on the "Compare Scores" button next to the 
score summary. Type in up to five calls past contest dates, and you can get a 
comparison in the same year or different years broken out by score, multipliers, and 
contacts per band. Picking a higher scoring station in your same area can hint at 
whether you need to have better antennas or better strategies for band changes. 

(The ARRL Contest Update for July 24, 2019) 

Change the Goal to Learn New Skills 

Try to learn and practicing one new thing each time you get on the air in a contest. 
Or, turn some real contests into "practice ones" by changing the goal from "winning 
the contest" to becoming proficient at a new technique. For example, it's usually 
faster to keep your hands on the keyboard to log contacts in a contest. Why not learn 
the keyboard equivalents of mouse movements and clicks, so you don't have to take 
your hands off the keyboard? Practice by putting the mouse where you can't reach it 
during a contest. Sure, it'll be frustrating at first, but practicing any new thing can be. 

 (The ARRL Contest Update for August 7, 2019) 

Alternative Propagation Tools 

Try alternative tools for signs of propagation where spotting networks don't exist. For 
example, D4C uses the maritime VHF AIS system to look for openings to the EU on 
144 MHz. Back in "the old days," low-channel VHF television signals were used to 
monitor for 6-meter openings. Amateurs on the west coast listen for broadcast TV and 
radio stations in Hawaii to detect signal ducting. 

 

CONVERSATION 
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 21, 2019) 

Sustainability 

Last week, the Rolling Stones got up on stage here in Seattle, and played the same 
songs they've been playing for the last 50 years. The songs are familiar, but there's 
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new technology in the production. They don't need to perform every night, or even 
ever again - yet they do. At their next stop, in Santa Clara, Keith said, "This is fun...I 
wouldn't do it otherwise." But affordances have been made to continue to have fun. 
Everyone wore sensible shoes. Hydration was important during the event. Fans and 
the band alike were on their way home well before midnight. 

Some of the contesters and DXers you hear on the air have been rocking the bands 
for decades as well. Their strategy for continuing to have fun has likely evolved over 
time, to concentrate on the events that matter to them, making good personal choices 
to balance fun with everything else. They incorporate technology to make things 
easier. They tailor their scoring expectations to match the reality of the stations that 
they can maintain. 

And, they realize, You Can't Always Work What You Want.  

Some long-lived bands are constrained by fan expectations. Simply put, their fans 
don't want to hear "new stuff." Are we similarly constrained when we're told that 
certain modes or operating methods are not "real ham radio"?  

That's all for this time. Remember to send contesting related stories, book reviews, 
tips, techniques, press releases, errata, schematics, club information, pictures, 
stories, blog links, and predictions to contest-update@arrl.org. 

73, Brian N9ADG 

 

HELP WANTED 
 
 
We are in need of a co-editor for our monthly Listening Post.  The job duties are to 
collect the articles from various authors/members within the club and on the Board of 
Directors.  Gather other information pertinent to creating a newsletter.  Afterwards 
provide the President with a print ready copy of the newsletter for publication to the 
membership.   
 
You will be working with another co-editor and as in the past, one co-editor takes one 
month the other co-editor takes the following month, creating a monthly rotation.  
Having some editing and newsletter creation is a huge plus.  Patience dealing with 
volunteer authors is golden!!  
 
If you are interested, please contact John Knott, N4JTK at jknott@oarc.org . If you 
have any examples of your work you want to send, please do so.   



The Listening Post  15 

Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade 

in The Listening Post 
 
This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have 
for sale, swap or trade.  Listings must be of a non-commercial nature.  Pictures of the 
items can be included.  
 

  
Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 254 9209, rusty.trowels@gmail.com  
  
Item #1: GAP TITAN DX  
 
The Titan is the ONLY antenna marketed with total continuous 
coverage under 2:1 on 10m 12m 15m 17m 20m 30m 40m and 
100 KHz on 80m.  The Titan is a respectable 25' tall and weighs 
a solid 25 pounds. The Titan is configured to mount easily on a 
1-1/4" O.D. mast. Additional details can be seen at: 
http://gapantenna.com/shop/antennas/titan-dx/    
 
Asking price: $275. 

 
Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 254 9209, rusty.trowels@gmail.com 
 
Item #2: Cushcraft AS3 multi-band three element beam 
antenna.  Used three months; stored in attic for several years.  
Weighs 27 pounds has a 15.5’ turning radius and offers 4.36 
sq.ft. wind surface area. Additional details can be seen at: 
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh-a3s    
 
Asking price: $375. 

 

 
OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC 
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate. 
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted. 
 
Be sure to include your full name, call, and contact information, along with an exact 
description of the item. 
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Send your amateur radio related items by email directly to: James Deuel, 
N0XIA,  jdeuel@oarc.org in the following format: 
 
Name, Callsign, Contact information (phone number and/or e-mail address) 
Item #1:  (Description)  Asking price:  $ 
Item #2:  (Description)  Asking price: $ 
Or 
Looking for (description) and willing to pay up to $ 
 
Any item received after the 20th of the month will not be included in the next 
month’s issue of The Listening Post newsletter. 
 
Remember - KB4UT, Wayne Nelson’s Trader Net held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM, 
on the KB4UT 146.760 repeater 
 
If you don’t hear what you want on the net, check the Listening Post.  
 
 

 
 
 

Weekly Radio Network Meetings 
 

 
 

Mon @ 20:00 147.460 Seminole ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:00 145.350 Osceola ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:30 147.195 Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Tues @ 20:00 146.760 Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net 

Wed @ 19:00 147.300 Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service 

Wed @ 21:00 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

Thur @ 19:00 443.050 Orange County ARES Net 

Thur @ 20:30 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 
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OARC Meetings and Events 2019/2020 
 

October 2, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

October 13, Sunday Ride 4 Ronald 

November 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

December 4, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 
Yes, we are having a December meeting 

December 7, Saturday 

Christmas Party   *** Buy Tickets Sep, Oct, Nov, at 
club meetings (No purchases at the door),  
Don’t forget an unwrapped toy for a tot 

New Year  2020 Meetings and Events 

January 1, Wednesday 
No Club Meeting – New Year’s Day – Beardall 
Center is closed. 

February 5, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm (location TBD) 

February 7-9, Friday - 
Sunday HamCation℠ 2020 

March 4, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

April 1, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

May 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

June 3, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

June 26-27, Saturday and 
Sunday ARRL Field Day 

July 1, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

August 5, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

September 2, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

October 7, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

November 4, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

December 2, Wednesday  No Club Meeting 

December 5, Saturday Christmas Party 



The Listening Post  18 

 



The Listening Post  19 

   
 

 
   

 Make Checks payable to:                                                                                      Orlando Amateur Radio Club, OARC 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club                                                                          Post Office Box 574962 

             Orlando FL 32857 
         
        To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Rates:  Regular   [  ] 1 year $15.00   [  ] 3 years $40.00  [  ]  6 years $75.00  
 
Rates:  Family     [  ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18 
 
Rates:  Associate [  ] 1 year $15.00      Dues Total: __________ 
 
 
 
All Membership(s) will expire ONE year from date paid. 
 
 
     Other Club Affiliation:  
 
 
     Are you an ARRL Member:  [  ]  Yes     [  ]  No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OARC Membership Application 

 
Date: __/ __/20__     [  ] Regular Member [  ] Family Member [  ] Associate Member 
                                                              [  ] New Membership    [  ] Renewal    [  ] CMP    
 
 
Name: _________________________________  Call ______________  Class ____________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________  
 
City ___________________________ State _______ Zip  __________ 
 
E-mail Address (print) _______________________________________ 
 
(Home) Phone:  _________________ (Cell) Phone _______________ Birth Month__________

 
Name Badges:      White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.    
 
[  ]  Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Call ______________   
 
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $2.00 for shipping & handling. 
 
Shipping & Handling:  [  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
 
           Badges ________  S&H _________ Total ___________ 
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Dear ARRL Member, 

 

I am running for re-election as your ARRL Southeastern Division Director and would 

appreciate your continued support and vote. 

 

I enjoy my interaction with hams throughout our Division which helps shape my 

member-driven-thinking to improve, protect and serve Amateur Radio and the ARRL.  

These interactions help me to leverage my proven leadership performance, vision, 

integrity, experience, credibility and successful Board collaboration to make progressive 

changes to improve and protect Amateur Radio. 

 

Here is some information about me and a few of my recent accomplishments and activities working on the 

ARRL Board of Directors. 

 

I serve as chairman of the new Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) committee.  This 

committee guides the ARRL’s part of the ARISS program main goal in the all-important education sector, 

helping students all around the world learn and make contacts via Amateur Radio with astronauts onboard the 

International Space Station.  In June, I represented the ARRL at the ARISS-International Delegates meeting at 

the Canadian Space Agency in Montreal, Canada.  Delegates from all over the world met for three days and 

discussed current and future ARISS activities.   

 

As a member of the Emergency Communication Manager Requirements committee, I introduced a change for 

the position title to Director of Emergency Management.  This new title will better represent the ARRLs 

commitment to emergency communications, our ARES program and collaboration with served agencies.  My 

ARES leadership and Project Management experience were utilized in contributing valuable requirements for 

the position description in order to hire the best person possible.  

 

As a Programs and Services committee member, I serve as the Contest Advisory Committee representative.  

The Programs and Services committee is where the ARRL oversees all aspects of our Programs and Services 

such as: DX, Contest, awards, Field Organization activities, and ARES.  Currently, we are working on creating 

a new digital contest and looking at a few upgrades to other contests.  

 

At the July Board meeting, I introduced the need to deny the French 144-146 MHz proposal, which has 

positioned the ARRL to oppose the proposal that threatens our spectrum.  This proposal would have particularly 

threatened the International Space Station and satellite Amateur Radio programs.  On August 30
th

, the 

Conference Preparatory Group of the European Conference of Telecommunications and Postal Administrations, 

removed the 144-146 MHz proposal from the study.  It is my opinion, the ARRL opposition stance helped in 

the decision for the removal of the 144-146 MHz effort.  

 

I worked with the Orlando Hamcation leadership to develop a National Convention proposal, and then I 

promoted and gained ARRL Board approval for our Division to host the 2021 ARRL National Convention at 

Orlando Hamcation.  This special National Convention will help celebrate the Orlando Amateur Radio Club’s 

75
th

 Anniversary.    

 

There are many award worthy activities happening in the Southeastern Division.  I enjoy presenting awards to 

members and organizations in our Division.  In February, I presented the Bill Leonard W2SKE Professional 

Media Award for Video Reporting to The Weather Channel’s Jim Cantore and Jen Carfagno, Live and On The 

Air during The Weather Channel’s AMHQ early morning program.  I promoted and gained approval to award 



the 2018 ARRL Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Award, to an outstanding young amateur, Ruth Willet, 

KM4LAO.  Last November, I presented this award at a special celebration reception for Ruth at the Stone 

Mountain Hamfest.  At the July ARRL Board meeting, I introduced a nomination to congratulate NASA on the 

50th Anniversary of Apollo 11.  The Apollo program helped pave the way for the acceptance of Amateur Radio 

on the Space Shuttle and the International Space Station. 

 

I am currently working with two high schools to install an Amateur Radio station at each school.  The school 

stations are planned to expose and help students learn about engineering, technology and Amateur Radio.  I am 

also working on a plan to put repeaters to help emergency communications in Puerto Rico. 

 

A highlight of my Amateur Radio experience was attending a school contact with the International Space 

Station.  This activity generated much exposure, enjoyment, and education for Amateur Radio and space.  The 

excitement of the students and teachers as they talked with the astronaut in space was truly amazing. 

 

I am proud to be a part of the ARRL’s new Life Long Learning initiative.  This progressive project will focus 

on creating online learning and communication opportunities for different sectors of the Amateur Radio 

community.  The initial effort of this project is designed to target new hams that want help getting started 

enjoying and utilizing our hobby. 

 

My memberships include: ARRL life member, AMSAT, QCWA, Huntsville Amateur Radio Club, DeKalb 

County Amateur Radio Club, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center Amateur Radio Club, ARES, and FEMA 

Region 4 Regional Emergency Communications Coordination Working Group. 

 

Additional information can be found at www.w4ozk.com and www.facebook.com/ARRLSoutheasternDivision . 

 

Let’s continue working together to make a positive impact on all aspects of Amateur Radio.  

 

I would appreciate your support and vote for this important ARRL Director position.  Your election ballot will 

be mailed around October 1
st
. 

 

73 and Thank You, 

Greg Sarratt, W4OZK 

http://www.w4ozk.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ARRLSoutheasternDivision


Mickey Baker, N4MB 
Candidate for Director 
ARRL Southeastern Division 
 
Advocate for Transparency, better 
responsiveness to members and growth of 
ARRL and Amateur Radio. 

 
We have had the same ARRL Director of the Southeastern Division for nine of the last 
12 years. 

Are you happy with the ARRL over that time? 

From 2011 until 2018, the percentage of amateurs that are ARRL members shrank from 
22.4% to 20.7%. The number of members shrank while the number of licensees 
increased by 7.6% over that period.! (Most recent statistics available from ARRL Annual Reports 
published on arrl.com) 

More people are being licensed – but fewer of the newbies are joining ARRL. 

Why? 

Something must change. From reading Howard Michel’s Second Century column in 
QST, it is apparent that Dr. Michel is doing good analysis to show direction for change. 

The ARRL needs a fresh view with LEADERS that are not afraid to challenge the status 
quo and develop policy for effective change so that ARRL can survive – at this rate of 
loss, ARRL will not survive this Century. 

I’m a proven “servant leader” that has no personal agenda other than the betterment of 
the League through improvement of the services offered to the amateur community – 
that’s you! I am willing to work so that  

What I will do if elected: 

• Transparency – The Division will hear from me DURING my term, not just a 
month or two before each election! I will answer my phone, return emails and 
phone calls, and keep an active dialogue with members. 

• The Division web page will reflect all the activity in the division, not just that in my 
home part of the division. You will know about issues before the board when I do. 

• I will work tirelessly for the change that will increase and prove the VALUE of an 
ARRL Membership to the average member – and give prospective members a 
reason to join! 



• Issues and Ideas – You will know about issues before the board when I do – I’ll 
publish my thoughts and INVITE INPUT AND IDEAS. I will be respectful and will 
consider (and perhaps respectfully argue) opposing views. I am not the Smartest 
Man in the World, as my wife tells me every now and then… and certainly not 
knowledgeable about all issues. 

• Equity for ALL Sections – I will recruit Assistant Directors and listen to them and 
the Section Managers and field appointees as advisors. I will communicate with 
everyone frequently with an emphasis on Social Media and electronic 
communication. These people will be ACROSS the DIVISION in ALL sections 
and will help promote ALL Hamfests, QSO Parties and other events! 

I APPRECIATE volunteerism! Ask anyone who has ever worked with me knows that I 
have a high activity level and want to hear what everyone is thinking.  

RIGHT NOW – I need supporters to go to local club meetings and amateur radio clubs 
and help get the word out. I don’t have the information advantages of an incumbent, so I 
need your help! Please email me at n4mb@arrl.net or view my web site at 
http://n4mb.com if you can help or want to know more about me. 

Ballots are being mailed the last few days of September. I would appreciate you 
returning the ballot to the ARRL and voting for me – Mickey Baker, N4MB – to be your 
next Director. 

I hope to meet you at a hamfest or club meeting near you soon! 

 

73 and thank you, 

 

Mickey Baker, N4MB 

Palm Beach County, FL 

 

 



James Schilling, KG4JSZ 
for Vice Director of the ARRL Southeastern Division  

 

I believe amateur radio is one of the greatest hobbies one could get involved with. It has 

taught me so much and I have made many great friends thru the years. 

As a Vice Director this is what I believe and aim to do: 

1. I will represent the members of the division by talking with them and making sure their 

concerns and issues are heard by the Director and other board members.  

2. I believe there needs to be more transparency and will work to support the same.  

3. I will be an advocate for those who have issues and work my best to get problems 

solved.  

4. I believe we need to work to bring the young into this great hobby.  

I have worked going on 27 years in the mechanical engineering field. For the last 20+ of those 

years I have worked in the Orlando area where I am currently a Staff Mechanical Engineer 

working on air-to-ground missiles. I have some flexibility with my work schedule and should 

have no problem with attending all board meetings. 

Licensed since 2000, I have worked as a Volunteer Examiner, an ARES member and VUCC Card 

Checker. I am a life member of the ARRL in addition to Ten-Ten International and the St. Pe-

tersburg Amateur Radio Club. 

Currently I am Secretary/Director of Special Operations for the Mid Florida DX Association. I 

am former President of the Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Council (sponsors of the Tampa 

Bay Hamfest) and Lockheed Martin Amateur Radio Association. 

I have been very active on the radio over the years from my modest station. My main interest 

has been chasing DX; I have my DXCC for 40, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10 Meters in addition to my DX 

Challenge plaque. Also, I have my VUCC for 6 Meters in addition to my WAS, WAC, USA-CA, WPX 

and IOTA awards. I have done some contesting, winning at my section (WCF) level. 

I am a U.S. Naval veteran and life member of the American Legion. 

I am helping my daughter study to become a third generation ham. 

Please send your question to kg4jsz@arrl.net or on the KG4JSZ for Vice Director Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/687095135142917/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/687095135142917/

