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OARC MEETING 
August 5, 7:00pm  
YouTube Live or Zoom  
Beardall Senior Center - CLOSED 
800 Delaney Ave, Orlando, FL 32801 
ARRL Testing: CANCELED  
For information & Updates 
   See www.oarc.org 

OARC Board of Directors 
President: John Knott, N4JTK 
Vice President: Michael Cauley, W4MCA 
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE 
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW 
Directors: 

Bob Cumming, W2BZY 
Frank Gergits, KC9GNQ 
Tony Darnell, KK4VRP 
Dean Groe, KD4TWJ 
Frank Tagliani, KD4EZW 
James Deuel, N0XIA 

The Listening Post is the OARC 
newsletter for OARC members. The LP 
will be distributed electronically via E-
mail and the OARC web site 
(www.oarc.org). 

Editor: Ed Thralls NE4H. 
Comments, suggestions and articles are 
welcome.  Send to editors@oarc.org. 
Contributing to this edition: John Knott 
N4JTK, Michael Cauley W4MCA 
OARC REPEATERS 
  Call Freq Shift   PL 
KB4UT 146.760* -600 103.5 
N4UMB 147.015 -600 103.5 
* Fusion Repeater 
 
D-Star 
K1XC C 146.820 -600 
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz 
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice 
K1XC A 1255.00 -12MHz Digital 
W4PLB C 145.160  +600 
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz 
All D-star repeaters are connected 
 

http://www.oarc.org/
http://www.oarc.org/
mailto:editors@oarc.org
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From the President’s Desk (Continued from Previous Page) 

 
Greetings – I hope that everyone is doing well.  Things are starting to become even 
more active in the tropics.  Missed another bullet this past weekend.  Hope everyone 
has their hurricane plans and kits updated.   
I’ll keep the message short this month and hope to see everyone on the virtual 
meeting this Wednesday night.  Our presentation will be from Steve Molo KI4KWR 
from GigaParts in Huntsville Alabama.  Steve will be doing a presentation on Ham 
Radio Future: Youth Involvement.  
 
Next month (September) presentation will be from Neil Rapp WB9VPG will present 
2021 Youth on the Air/Region 2 Event.  
 
Stay safe and see you soon!  
 
73 
John Knott 
N4JTK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HamCation℠ Chairman News 
(by Michael Cauley, W4MCA) 

Greetings Everyone 

I hope everyone is still doing good and staying healthy. 

HamCation is in full swing. We have had our 1st HamCation Committee meeting on 
Aug 1. 

We have made some committee changes this year. Fred Fitte, NF2F is moving to 
Security as an Asst Chair. Rick Peron, KM4KQQ has become the new Volunteer 
Coordinator and Jim Shaw, AL7BA has moved to Talk-in/Special Event Station as the 
Asst. Chair. 

I am looking for some more Assistant Chairs. If interested, please email me. 
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Last month I shared 1 of 2 Logo’s for HamCation 2021. Here is the other one. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I do have a new photo of the new Pavilion and it is now longer called the Lake Side 
Pavilion the new name is The Pavilion. 
 

 
 
73’s 
Michael Cauley  
HamCation General Chairman 
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OARC Silent Key Committee  
(by Frank Tagliani KD4EZW and Frank Gergits KC9GNQ) 

 
The OARC Silent Key Committee would like to remind everyone that we have free 
stickers to place on or near your amateur radio equipment.  This sticker identifies to 
loved ones, who they may wish to contact for assistance when dealing with your 
amateur radio equipment that you may have left behind.   

Your Silent key Committee can help your family inventory, valuate, and accept 
donated equipment.  This helps by giving your loved ones the information they need 
to decide on the disposition of your radio equipment.   

Donated equipment is typically refurbished as able, donated to non-profit organization 
like the Scouts, or used to help Hams in need, to further the amateur radio hobby. 

If you would like some stickers, please contact Frank Tagliani or Frank Gergits 
through the OARC board of directors’ contacts on the web site.  We will do our best to 
get them to you during the adverse times we are experiencing. 

Thank You 

 

 

Radio Scouting Events at Camp La-No-Che 
(by Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ) 

 
Due to COVID-19, our Spring and Summer calendars were canceled so we are gearing 
up for every weekend in October, including JOTA (Jamboree-on-the-air). We'll need 
many more hams to help fill stations and display various setups. This JOTA year 
Parks-on-the-air (POTA) will be our centerpiece led by Justin, KN4MQR and mobile 
rigs led by Larry, KN4LSY.  COVID-19 permitting, we are anticipating five (5) 
Saturdays each with ~2,000 scouts (over 10,000 participants) this October. Last year 
we had 7,800 participants in October with 1,503 for JOTA weekend.  
 
Up-Coming Events: 
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 – JOTA like weekends 
October 17 – Official World Jamboree-on-the-air (JOTA) weekend. 
December 11th Tampa Bay Hamfest in Plant City 
December 12th Radio Merit Badge class at the Tampa Bay Hamfest 
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NEW HF OPERATORS -- THINGS TO DO 
(The ARRL Contest Update for July 22, 2020) 

The IARU HF World Championship contest is past us, which means the fall contest 
season is almost here! It's a good time to mark the calendar for the fall and winter 
events that are important to you. 

On August 1, tune in for the North American QSO Party CW. With 12 hours, 100 watts 
maximum, lots of entry categories, and the ability to team up for a group score, it can 
be a hoot. If you are entering single-operator in this contest, you are NOT ALLOWED 
any type of spotting information. You can enter multi-2 if you'd like to use spots. If 
you've made any station improvements this summer, NAQP is a good chance to test 
them out. 

 

 

Prominent Radio Amateur Helps to Lead US 
Convalescent Plasma COVID-19 Expanded 

Access Study 
(The ARRL Letter for July 2, 2020) 

Well-known contester, DXer, and National Contest Journal (NCJ) Editor Scott Wright, 
K0MD, has been "substantially" stepping back from ham radio while offering his 
expertise to the US convalescent plasma Error! Bookmark not defined.. The study 

began in early April under the leadership of 
Principal Investigator Dr. Michael Joyner, MD, of 
the Mayo Clinic; Dr. Peter Marks, MD, PhD -- who 
is AB3XC -- and Dr. Nicole Verdun, MD, of the US 
Food and Drug Administration; Dr. Arturo 
Casavedall, MD, PhD, of Johns Hopkins 
University, and Wright, who is with the Mayo 
Clinic. 

"The US Convalescent Plasma Expanded Access 
Program is a collaborative project between the 
US government and the Mayo Clinic to provide 
access to convalescent plasma for patients in the 

US who are hospitalized with COVID 19," Wright told ARRL. The work has been 
referenced during White House press briefings and in congressional testimony. The US 
government-supported study collects and provides blood plasma recovered from 
COVID-19 patients, which contains antibodies that may help fight the disease. The 
Mayo Clinic is the lead institution for the program. 
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"My role was to organize the infrastructure and the research approach, and to help 
lead the set-up of the data collection and of the website teams, while overseeing the 
study conduct and regulatory compliance," Wright explained. 

According to a June 18 Washington Post article, "A large study of 20,000 hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients who received transfusions of blood plasma from people who 
recovered found the treatment was safe and suggests giving it to people early in the 
disease may be beneficial." 

An initial safety report on 5,000 patients appeared in May in the Journal of Clinical 
Investigation. The safety study on 20,000 subjects referenced in the Washington 
Post article was published earlier this month in the Mayo Clinic Proceedings. 

Wright said most scientific studies of this magnitude take months to a year with 
planning and execution to get under way. In this case, the study team went from zero 
to 60 in a few short weeks. 

"We started in less than a week. Most studies recruit 2,500 - 5,000 patients," Wright 
said. "We have recruited over 30,000 patients in 10 weeks, exceeding all 
expectations." 

Hospitals in all 50 states and several US territories are 
participating, Wright said, and more than 8,000 physician-
scientists are working with the team as investigators at 
their hospitals. "We also helped manage the start-up of 
collection of convalescent plasma by the large blood 
organizations, such as the American Red Cross, by 
strategically connecting donor pools and people willing to 
donate with the blood collection centers." 

Wright's study responsibilities, which are on top of his 
regular day job, have required him to work daily, 
including weekends, for all of April, most of May, and all of 
June. "It has been intense," he said. 

Wright said an FDA announcement on the benefit of convalescent plasma was 
expected soon. The FDA has been inviting donations of convalescent plasma from 
individuals who have fully recovered from COVID-19. 

Wright will be the keynote speaker at the QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo August 8 - 9 
to discuss the study, its results, and, he said, "linking it to skills acquired through 
ham radio. 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/06/18/blood-plasma-people-who-recovered-is-safe-covid-19-treatment-study-says/
https://dm5migu4zj3pb.cloudfront.net/manuscripts/140000/140200/JCI140200.v1.pdf
https://els-jbs-prod-cdn.jbs.elsevierhealth.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/jmcp/jmcp_ft95_6_8.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/donate-covid-19-plasma
http://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
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Maritime Mobile Service Network Comes to 
the Aid of Vessel in Distress 

(The ARRL Letter for July 9, 2020) 
The Maritime Mobile Service Net (MMSN) on 14.300 
MHz came to the assistance of a sailing vessel in 
distress on June 25. MMSN control operator Steven 
Carpenter, K9UA, took a call on 20 meters from Ian 
Cummings, KB4SG, the skipper of the Mystic Lady, 
then some 40 miles east of Florida. Cummings 
reported that his engine had failed as he was 
attempting to return to his home port of Stuart, 
Florida. He not only had insufficient wind, but a 
strong current was carrying the vessel out to sea. 

Cummings had been unable to reach any station via 
his VHF marine radio, because he was too far from 
the coast. Assisting in the call was Robert Wynhoff, 
K5HUT, also an MMSN net control operator. Cummings said his vessel, with one 
passenger on board, was drifting northwest toward the South Carolina coast. 

"A major concern was that the vessel was heading directly towards a lee shore," the 
MMSN reported. "Lee shores are shallow, dangerous areas which are a hazard to 
watercraft. Vessels could be pushed into the shallow area by the wind, possibly 
running aground and breaking up." 

Carpenter contacted Cummings' family, who had already called the Sea Tow marine 
towing service. Sea Tow advised Carpenter to tell the captain to head closer to shore 
by sailing west, if possible. Carpenter told Cummings that if he was unable to get 
nearer to shore, he would notify the US Coast Guard, which was already monitoring 
the situation. 

As the MMSN reported, "The Mystic Lady was able to make some headway, but it was 
very slow. Members of the MMSN made additional calls via landline to the captain's 
family as to the ongoing status of those on board. The family was concerned but 
relieved that communication was established and that all were well." 

Several hours later, the captain advised that the wind had picked up, allowing him to 
head close enough to shore for Sea Tow to reach the vessel and take it back to port. 

The Pacific Seafarers' Net, which monitors 14.300 MHz from the West Coast after the 
MMSN secures at 0200 UTC, kept in touch with the Mystic Lady into the night while it 
was under tow. 

http://www.mmsn.org/
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The tired, grateful captain later messaged the net, "A million thanks to everyone last 
night who helped rescue us on 14.300. Everyone chipped in as we drifted north in the 
Gulf Stream 60 miles headed to a lee shore. The MMSN net control and several others 
stayed with us for hours, phoned people, and were immensely helpful. The situation 
on board was dangerous. We are now safely under tow home. You folks are amazing!" 

In operation since 1968, the MMSN monitors 14.300 MHz 70 hours a week to assist 
vessels and others in need of assistance. -- Thanks to MMSN Net Manager Jeff 
Savasta, KB4JKL 

 

 

 

Newer Solar Cycle 25 Forecast Runs Counter 
to Consensus 

(The ARRL Letter for July 9, 2020) 
Scientists associated with the National Center for Atmospheric Research, the 
University of Maryland, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, and other institutions are 
offering a "bold prediction" on how Solar Cycle 25 will play out.  
In a paper, "Overlapping Magnetic Activity Cycles and the Sunspot Number: 
Forecasting Sunspot Cycle 25 Amplitude," they assert that the next sunspot cycle will 
be of major proportions. The forecast 
stands in stark contrast to the consensus 
of forecasters who predict that the 
magnitude of the nascent Cycle 25 may 
not be much different from the current 
unremarkable solar cycle, which appears 
to have reach its low point. 

"From the dawn of modern observational 
astronomy, sunspots have presented a 
challenge to understanding -- their quasi-
periodic variation in number, first noted 
160  

 

Monthly sunspot numbers since 1749. 
The data values are represented by dots, 
and the 12-month running average 
values are illustrated as a red shaded 
area. Vertical blue dashed lines signify 
the magnetic activity cycle termination 
times that trigger the rapid growth of 
sunspot activity. 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2006.15263.pdf
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years ago, stimulates community-wide interest to 
this day," the abstract points out. "A large number of 
techniques are able to explain the temporal 
landmarks, (geometric) shape, and amplitude of 
sunspot 'cycles,' however, forecasting these features 
accurately in advance remains elusive." 

The paper notes that recent studies have illustrated a 
relationship between the sun's 22-year Hale 
magnetic cycle and the production of sunspot cycle 
landmarks and patterns, but not the amplitude of the 
cycle. 

"Using discrete Hilbert transforms on 270 years of 
monthly sunspot numbers to robustly identify the so-
called 'termination' events -- landmarks marking the start and end of sunspot and 
magnetic activity cycles -- we extract a relationship between the temporal spacing of 
terminators and the magnitude of sunspot cycles," the abstract explains. "Given this 
relationship and our prediction of a terminator event in 2020, we deduce that Sunspot 
Cycle 25 will have a magnitude that rivals the top few since records began. This 
outcome would be in stark contrast to the community consensus estimate of Sunspot 
Cycle 25 magnitude." 

According to the paper, low-amplitude solar cycles appear to correspond with widely 
separated terminators, while larger-amplitude cycles correspond to more narrowly 
separated terminators. 

"[O]ur best estimate for the [sunspot number] amplitude of Solar Cycle 25 is 233 
spots, with a 68% confidence that the amplitude will fall between 204 and 254 spots," 
the paper posits. "We predict with 95% confidence that the Cycle 25 amplitude will 
fall between 153 and 305 spots." 

The researchers concede that their forecast is outside of the scientific consensus, 
based on different paradigms. "Over the coming months, as [Solar Cycle] 25 matures, 
it will become evident which of these paradigms is most relevant," the paper says. 
"Very early indications of the spot pattern are appearing at higher-than-average 
latitudes (∼40°). Historically, high-latitude spot emergence has been associated with 
the development of large amplitude sunspot cycles -- only time will tell." 

 

More than 12,000 Register Early for QSO 
Today Virtual Ham Expo 

(The ARRL Letter for July 23, 2020) 

 

 

NASA's Solar Dynamic 
Observatory captured this 
image of a sunspot, with a 
core larger than Earth. 
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More than 12,000 have registered to attend the first QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo, 
August 8 - 9, QSO Today host Eric Guth, 4Z1UG, said this week. 

"Since the Expo is a completely new experience for the ham radio community, it's 
great that so many people are excited and already registered," he said. "And with 
almost 3 weeks before the event, the number of registrants continues to increase." 
Attendance is free and there are early-bird prize incentives for registering by July 24. 

More than a typical web meeting, the Expo is built on 
a live virtual platform commonly used by Fortune 500 
companies and major universities. The platform 
simulates a convention experience with an exhibit hall 
and booths staffed by live attendants, a speaker 
auditorium, and even a lobby. Attendance just 
requires an internet connection and a computer, 
tablet, or smartphone. 

The Expo will offer four separate speaker tracks 
focusing on a range of topics. Speakers will also be 
able to provide related material, such as slides and 
white papers, that attendees can download. Every 
session will have a Q&A where attendees can submit 

questions in real time via chat. 

More than 30 booths will be open for attendees to visit, and exhibitors will have 
different options to engage with attendees. Exhibitor booths can provide 
downloadable content, such as videos, spec sheets, and manuals, and attendees can 
save content in a virtual briefcase to read later. Visitors will also be able to interact 
one-on-one with booth representatives, using a Skype-like system. 

"The experience of a virtual expo is not meant to replace in-person conventions," 
Guth said. "However, I strongly believe that virtual events in our community are here 
to stay. Given COVID-19 and its likely lasting impact on travel, especially given our 
demographic, this virtual expo enables the ham community to continue coming 
together to learn and engage." 

Guth said that younger hams who have grown up with the internet will feel 
comfortable with the Expo platform, "making it easier for them to participate and find 
their place in this remarkable hobby." 

Access to all speaker presentations and exhibitor booth content will remain on the 
Expo site for 30 days following the event. 

The QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo is an ARRL-sanctioned hamfest. 

 

http://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
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DXCC Entities in Play as US Rejects China's 
Significant South China Sea Claims 

(The ARRL Letter for July 16, 2020) 
To radio amateurs, Scarborough Reef or the Spratly 
Islands are DX locations, occasionally activated to 
provide needy DXers with "a new one." The Spratlys 
are #53 on the Club Log DXCC Most-Wanted List, but 
Scarborough Reef -- a much more difficult piece of real 
estate to access -- is #4. These South China Sea 
Islands are once again in the news, as the US has 
begun putting heat on China by rejecting nearly all of 
its significant land claims in the region. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo this week said that the US now 
regards virtually all Chinese maritime claims outside of 
its internationally recognized waters to be illegitimate. 

"The world will not allow Beijing to treat the South 
China Sea as its maritime empire," Pompeo said. 
"America stands with our Southeast Asian allies and 
partners in protecting their sovereign rights to offshore resources, consistent with 
their rights and obligations under international law. We stand with the international 
community in defense of freedom of the seas and respect for sovereignty and reject 
any push to impose 'might makes right' in the South China Sea or the wider region." 

 A 2016 ruling from an international tribunal 
discounted China's claims with respect to 
Scarborough Reef -- also known as Scarborough 
Shoal -- and the Spratlys, but it did not rule on the 
matter of sovereignty. In addition to China's claim, 
Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam, and the Philippines have 
asserted ownership of the Spratlys. Scarborough 
Reef is claimed by China, the Philippines, and 
Taiwan. The Permanent Court of Arbitration in the 
Hague ruled in favor of the Philippines in a dispute 
with China over Scarborough Reef. The tribunal said 
that although navigators and fishermen from China 
and other states have historically made use of South 
China Sea Islands, there was no evidence that China 
had historically exercised exclusive 

control over the waters or resources. The tribunal 
said China had violated the Philippines' sovereign rights and had caused "severe harm 
to the coral reef environment" by building artificial islands and an air strip. 

 

Bob Vallio, W6RGG, was one of 
the operators on the 2007 
BS7H Scarborough Reef 
DXpedition. 
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In 2015, a Chinese naval vessel "harassed a Philippine Air Force patrol flight in the 
Spratlys," one news account reported, by firing an illumination round. The incident 
postponed a Philippine Navy flight that was to evacuate an ailing participant of the 
then-just-ended DX0P DXpedition. The Chinese Navy has also warned off private 
aircraft. DX0P was issued by the Philippines. Last week, China complained about the 
US conducting joint exercises with two US aircraft carrier groups in the region. 

A May 2007 DXpedition to Scarborough Reef used the call sign BS7H, granted by 
China. DXpedition team members operated from wooden platforms mounted atop 
each of the reef's four rocks that were exposed during high tide. The ARRL Board of 
Directors voted in 1996 to add Scarborough Reef to the ARRL DXCC List. 

 

 

Field Day 2020 is Shaping Up to be One for 
the Record Books 
(The ARRL Letter for July 16, 2020) 

ARRL Contest Program Manager Paul Bourque, N1SFE, reported this week that ARRL 
has received more than 8,700 online Field Day entries, and paper-only entries have 
started arriving too. 

"As many participants chose to operate from home this year, and given the 2020 
rules waivers, we have seen a tremendous increase in 
entries over last year's event," Bourque said. "Most of 
the entries received have been through the online web 
app, and Headquarters staffers have begun processing 
the paper entries this week." The 2020 waivers 
allowed individual club members to attribute their 
scores to their clubs. 

Participants who submitted entries online are 
encouraged to check the Field Day entries 
received page to verify that their entries are marked 

as complete, and that the club name entered is correct. Entries with a status of 
"pending" are incomplete entries that are missing one or more items, and these need 
to be completed for an official entry. 

 

http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php
http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php
http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentriesrcvd.php
http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentriesrcvd.php
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Russian-Ukrainian Radio War May be 
Escalating 

(The ARRL Letter for July 16, 2020) 
 

The June newsletter of the International Amateur Radio Union Region 
1 Monitoring System (IARUMS) reports that what's being called "the 
Russian-Ukrainian radio war" continues apace. 

"The Russian-Ukrainian radio war remained on a high escalation level 
also in June," IARUMS Region 1 Coordinator Peter Jost, HB9CET, 
said. "Almost every day, we heard the massive spiteful and 
provocative broadcasts. In June, they used more frequencies than 
before, affecting our bands very hard. It is a great annoyance and a 
big shame!" 

Jost points out that the IARU Monitoring System has little 
opportunity to stop the on-the-air conflict. "Only national authorities can hopefully do 
something against international complaints," he said. "It is very important and very 
helpful that many other [IARU] member-societies also observe these frequencies and 
make complaints to their regulators. We have to coordinate this well within IARU and 
act together. This is the only way we have a certain power." 

In May, Jost reported that the radio war has raged "for years" at 7055 kHz LSB (as 
well as on 7050 or 7060 kHz). Jost also reported continued daily transmissions from 
the Russian over-the-horizon radar known as "Contayner" in the 40- and 20-meter 
amateur bands and elsewhere. The Chinese "V" has been reported on 20 meters, 
from 14,246 to 14,256 kHz. 

 

ARRL Members to Lead New 30-Minute 
Amateur Radio Webinar Series 

(The ARRL Letter for July 23, 2020) 
ARRL is launching a new webinar series to help introduce 
more members to the variety of activities and 
opportunities that radio amateurs enjoy. The ARRL 
Learning Network will offer live presentations by member-
volunteers, for members. Like hamfest forums and radio 
club presentations, the webinars are intended to help 

https://www.iaru-r1.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/IARUMS-Newsletter-20-06.pdf
https://www.iarums-r1.org/
https://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
https://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
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participants get more active, involved, and engaged in amateur radio. 

Presentations are 30 minutes each, making them easy to fit into a lunch break or as a 
short evening activity. A 15-minute question-and-answer period follows each 
presentation for those who can participate longer. The webinars will be hosted initially 
using GoToWebinar. Webinars will be recorded, and some presentations will be 
available for future viewing by members and ARRL-affiliated radio clubs as part of an 
ARRL Learning Network library. 

A running list of upcoming live presentations is available. The web page is the place to 
register to attend each webinar and requires members to log onto the ARRL website. 
Some presentations: 

Relay Stations and the Art of Traffic Handling 
Aaron Hulett, K8AMH, Section Traffic Manager for ARRL North Texas Section 
Tuesday, July 28, 10 AM PDT / 1 PM EDT (1700 UTC) 

Fun with Digital Signal Modes FT4 and FT8 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 
Thursday, July 30, 12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC) 

HF Wire Antennas 
George Cooley, NG7A, ARRL Life Member 
Thursday, August 6, 12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC) 

Introduction to Digital FM Modes 
Korey Chandler, Sr., WA5RR 
Tuesday, August 11, 5 PM PDT / 8 PM EDT (0000 UTC on Wednesday, August 12) 

Introduction to Computer Logging 
Steven Lott Smith, KG5VK 
Thursday, August 13, 12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC) 

Capture the Magic of 6 Meters 
Jim Wilson, K5ND 
Tuesday, August 18, 10 AM PDT / 1 PM EDT (1700 UTC) 

The Sport of Finding Hidden Transmitters on Foot 
Robert Frey, WA6EZV, ARRL Amateur Radio Direction Finding Committee 
Thursday, August 20, 12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC) 

The webinars continue a string of new ARRL benefits introduced in 2020 that has 
included On the Air magazine, expanded member access to all ARRL 
digital magazines, and the new On the Air and Eclectic Tech podcasts. 

http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-podcast
http://www.arrl.org/eclectic
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"The ARRL Learning Network puts experienced member-volunteers at the forefront as 
a regular source of knowledge-sharing in amateur radio," ARRL Lifelong Learning 
Manager Kris Bickell, K1BIC, said. "We hope members participating in the ARRL 
Learning Network, including presenters, will find it particularly rewarding to share 
experiences and learning that will motivate more of our community toward lifelong 
journeys as radio amateurs." 

Members who would like to be considered for future ARRL Learning Network webinars 
should have experience in delivering presentations, including familiarity with online 
webinar technology, live video, and screen sharing. Prospective presenters may 
complete a Call for Speakers form. 

 

 

WORD TO THE WISE 
(The ARRL Contest Update for July 8, July 22, 2020) 

Call History 

A call history file is a database of call signs and associated exchange information 
gleaned from a previous contest to be used by a logging program. While entering a 
contact, information from the call history can be pre-filled to save typing and provide 
additional confidence to the operator that they've copied everything correctly. Over 
time, the sources of call history information have increased to encompass publicly 
available logs, announcements of intended contest operations, and so on. The use of 
a call history lookup is not viewed as assistance in most contests. Some stations may 
change their exchange information from year to year to stymie the use of call history 
files by stations they contact, but in doing so also have to accept that they'll be asked 
to repeat their exchange more often. 

Serendipity 

From lexico.com: "The occurrence and development of events by chance in a happy 
or beneficial way." Could this also be a synonym for "good conditions"? 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network-Speakers-Form
http://lexico.com/
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OPERATING TIP 
(The ARRL Contest Update for July 8, July 22, 2020) 

Record QSOs and Review Mistakes to Get Better 

To reduce your error rate, you need to know what errors you are making, and try to 
figure out why you're making them. That starts with reviewing busted contacts 
indicated by Log Checking Reports (LCRs) in conjunction with listening to a recording 
of the contact. If you're not recording your contest QSOs, take a look at this 
presentation from the 2019 International DX Convention by Bob, N6TV, entitled "How 
to Record an Entire Contest and Learn From Your Mistakes." His methods are very 
detailed, and can scale to record SO2R contests. Once you have recordings, you can 
find out if you are miscopying certain letters, whether noise was a factor, or whether 
you just blew the contact at 3 am on 40 meters because you were fatigued. 

Know Your Grid Square and Subsquare 

For many contests using grid squares as the exchange, the four-character version is 
required. For the upcoming ARRL 220 MHz and Up Distance Contest, six-character 
grid squares are the exchange. Using six characters, stations in the same subsquare 
are no farther apart than 6.5 miles. 

CONVERSATION 
(The ARRL Contest Update for July 22, 2020) 

 
Propagation as a Matter of Life or Death 
 
On May 25, 1928, the airship Dirigible Italia crashed on pack ice northeast of the 
Svalbard Islands, on its way back from a survey of the North Pole with 16 passengers 
and crew on board. At impact, one person was killed, and the cabin carrying nine 
people was separated from the hydrogen-filled airframe. Six crewmembers on the 
dirigible structure were never seen again as the airship became airborne again. The 
survivors on the icepack turned to their 5 watt wireless set to attempt to tell 
civilization they needed rescue, but it was only after nine days of trying that they 
were able to get the attention of a radio amateur 1900 km away. 
The recently published article "The Shipwreck of the Airship "Dirigibile Italia" in the 
1928 Polar Venture: A Retrospective Analysis of the Ionospheric and Geomagnetic 
Conditions" provides the gripping historical context, and tries to answer the questions 
of why it was so difficult to establish communications for a rescue. Drawing from 
sources of geophysical data collected at the time, and using modern theories of 
propagation -- including some directly derived from amateur radio observations -- the 
authors present data including sunspot count, magnetic flux, and F2 layer height, and 
take the reader through an analysis of the skywave and groundwave paths. 
Ultimately, the authors suggest that groundwave path losses likely exceeded 100dB, 
leaving only the skywave as a potential link. In the initial few days after the crash, 

https://www.qrz.com/db/N6TV
https://www.kkn.net/%7En6tv/N6TV_Visalia_2019_Recording_A_Contest.pdf
https://www.kkn.net/%7En6tv/N6TV_Visalia_2019_Recording_A_Contest.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-contest
http://www.arrl.org/about-grid-squares
http://www.arrl.org/about-grid-squares
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maidenhead_Locator_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maidenhead_Locator_System
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018SW002008
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the ionospheric path was impossible at the frequency being used, due to disturbed 
conditions. It was only after conditions had settled that communication became 
possible, and only became reliable when a lower frequency was chosen. 
We may complain about poor propagation, but the stakes are nothing like what 
the Dirigible Italia faced. 
Even after communications were established, 15 rescuers were lost in the search and 
recovery operations, including Roald Amundsen, Norway's famed polar explorer. 
Finally, on July 12, 1928, 48 days after the initial crash, a Russian icebreaker was 
able to reach and rescue the survivors. 
 
73, Brian N9ADG 
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Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade 

in The Listening Post 
 
This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have 
for sale, swap or trade.  Listings must be of a non-commercial nature.   
 
 

  
Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 254 9209, rusty.trowels@gmail.com  
  
Item #1: GAP TITAN DX  
 
The Titan is the ONLY antenna marketed with total continuous 
coverage under 2:1 on 10m 12m 15m 17m 20m 30m 40m and 
100 KHz on 80m.  The Titan is a respectable 25' tall and 
weighs a solid 25 pounds. The Titan is configured to mount 
easily on a 1-1/4" O.D. mast. Additional details can be seen at: 
http://gapantenna.com/shop/antennas/titan-dx/    
 
Asking price: $275. 

 
Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 254 9209, rusty.trowels@gmail.com 
 
Item #2: Cushcraft AS3 multi-band three element beam 
antenna.  Used three months; stored in attic for several years.  
Weighs 27 pounds has a 15.5’ turning radius and offers 4.36 
sq.ft. wind surface area. Additional details can be seen at: 
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh-a3s    
 
Asking price: $375. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rusty.trowels@gmail.com
http://gapantenna.com/shop/antennas/titan-dx/
mailto:rusty.trowels@gmail.com
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh-a3s
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  Icom IC91AD  DSTAR HT     Asking $125   
 (Note: Could not find an image of the IC-
91AD model that is for sale, but looks the 
same except for the model number) 

60' Rohn 25 tower with KLM KT-36 beam 
and Tailtwister Rotor with Philistran Guys  
(Needs to be taken down) 

This equipment is from the estate of James Williams, N4ZKT, a recent SK. Bob Cumming, W2BZY, is 
handling the sale of the below listed equipment. You can reach Bob at bcumming@oarc.org. Pictures have 
been added as to what the equipment should look like and is not the actual equipment itself. 
 
OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC 
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate. 
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bcumming@oarc.org
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Weekly Radio Network Meetings 
 

Mon @ 20:00 147.090 
Seminole ARES Net – Except – First  Monday of 
the month (146.460 Simplex) 

Tues @ 19:00 145.350 Osceola ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:30 147.195 Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Tues @ 20:00 146.760 Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net 

Wed @ 19:00 147.300 Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service 

Wed @ 21:00 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

Thur @ 19:00 443.050 Orange County ARES Net 

Thur @ 20:30 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

 
OARC Meetings and Events 2020 

 

August 5, Wednesday Virtual Meeting, 7:00pm YouTube Live! and Zoom 

September 2, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

October 7, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

November 4, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center 

December 2, Wednesday  No Club Meeting 

December 5, Saturday Christmas Party 
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Make checks payable to: 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club 
 

Mail to: 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club 

Post Office Box 574962 
Orlando FL 32857 

         
         
To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Rates:  Regular    [  ] 1 year $15.00   [  ] 3 years $40.00  [  ]  6 years $75.00  
 
Rates:  Family      [  ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18 
 
Rates:  Associate [  ] 1 year $15.00         Dues Total: __________ 
 
 
 
All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid. 
 
 
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
     Are you an ARRL Member:  [  ]  Yes     [  ]  No 
 
 
 

OARC Membership Application 

 
Date: __/ __/20__     [  ] Regular Member   [  ] Family Member [  ] Associate Member 
                                [  ] New Membership  [  ] Renewal   [  ] CMP    
 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Call _______________  Class ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip  ______________ 
 
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Home) Phone:  ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________ 

 
Name Badges:      White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.    
 
[  ]  Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Call ______________   
 
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
 
Shipping & Handling:  [  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
 
           Badges ________  S&H _________ Total ___________ 


