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****Important Please Read Entire Message****
Greetings everyone! Last night (time of writing this
article) I wrote a totally different message for this
month. My plan was to review it and send it to Ed
tonight. This morning I received some information now
has me totally re-writing article. Before I go into why
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Call
Freq
Shift
KB4UT 146.760* -600
N4UMB 147.015 -600
* Fusion Repeater

PL
103.5
103.5

D-Star
K1XC C 146.820 -600
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice
K1XC A 1255.00 -12MHz Digital
W4PLB C 145.160 +600
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz
All D-star repeaters are connected

From the President’s Desk (Continued from Previous Page)
this article is being re-written, let me first say this:
As we have mentioned in the recent past, this past 14 months have been a long hard
road for each of us. The pandemic has made us discover some of our strengths and
some of our weaknesses.
Orlando Amateur Radio Club is no different. We discovered that our biggest weakness
was not being prepared for this (or any) pandemic. Including, not having a plan B to
hold meetings remotely.
One of our greatest strengths is perseverance! We, as a club, overcame this
weakness and started conducting meetings remotely, even with some challenges. We
somehow were able to come together and still hold our Christmas Party safely.
I cannot thank each of you in the club enough for standing by with us as we met
these challenges head on and overcame each one of them. I will say it again now,
THANK YOU!
So where am I going with this…………..? It is with great pleasure that after 15 long
months, we have finally reached the end of this bumpy road. Beginning with the July
7, 2021 meeting we will be meeting back at the William Beardall Senior Center at
7:30pm!! YES!!! That is correct, it is time to get the band back together again.
There will be some restrictions and temporary changes to the seating arrangements.
Also returning on July 7th will be our monthly test sessions at 5:30pm.
For the June meeting, we will be still meeting virtually. If you have not tuned in to
the virtual meeting yet, this will be the month that you will want too. I will go over
everything for our July meeting on Wednesday night. There will be some important
information provided so you do not want to miss it.
Also, this Wednesday night, we will be going over the plans for Field Day 2021.
Look forward to “seeing” everyone Wednesday night.
73
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HamCation® Chairman News
(by Michael Cauley, W4MCA)

Greetings Everyone
I hope everyone is still staying safe. With the growth of HamCation® every year, its
time for our committee to grow again.
I am looking to fill some Chair and some Assistant Chair positions on the HamCation®
Committee. All these positions are year-round positions. All positions need to recruit
volunteers. As a Chair, you will oversee that committee and will need to find
volunteers to help you during HamCation®. As an Assistant Chair, you are 2nd in
charge of that committee. You will assist the Chair with their duties. You must be able
to assume the role of the Chair in the event of his/her absence. You will be next in
line to become the Chair.
I have the following three Chair positions open:
Publications:
Will need to create HamCation’s® onsite fliers and Program and any other publication
needs.
Special Event Station:
Outgoing, easily interacts with strangers in a positive manner. Can “talk up” ham
radio. Has solid working knowledge of late model HF base stations, their functions,
and how to operate them to make contacts. In charge of setting up the Special Event
Station at HamCation®.
Talk-in:
Area knowledge of central Florida. Keep up with road closures during HamCation®.
Communicate information over the talk-in frequency. In charge of setting up the
Station at HamCation®.
I have the following four Assistant Chair positions open:
Forums:
Help find and schedule presenters. Must have knowledge of audio and video
equipment. Basic computer skills in case a forum presenter needs help with accessing
the audio video equipment. Must be physically able to fold and stack/restack chairs
and tables. Be willing to check the clear-span rooms and surrounding area for
cleanliness and neatness. Be available to assist visitors with information about
location and time of forums.
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Onsite Tickets:
Help with ticket sales during HamCation®. Make sure all booths are staffed and train
volunteers how to use credit card machines.
Transportation:
Help with Golf Cart transportation during HamCation®. Help with scheduling of
volunteers so all carts are staffed.
Information Technology (IT):
IT’s tasks mostly involve setup and support of onsite systems during HamCation®.
Typical tasks for the show include:
 Setup of Mesh network for Prize and Information displays around the
Fairgrounds. There is also continuous monitoring and support of this system
during HamCation®.
 Assist with setup of Forums audio visual streaming hardware and software, as
well as continued on-site support of those functions during HamCation®.
 For the vendors (not Tailgate) who are using the Fairgrounds WiFi, we provide
support for connectivity issues they might encounter.
 Support of the Tickets Point of Sale tablets. This mostly involves WiFi
connectivity issues.
 Setup and support of the HamCation® newsletter sign up kiosk personal
computer.
 Tear down and packing of the equipment after HamCation® on Sunday.
 Various other technology issues that always present themselves during any
event.
Also, there is quite a bit of testing and configuration of some of the systems well
before HamCation®.
So, if you are ready to step up and help make HamCation® an even better event, here
is your chance. Please e-mail me if you are interested in any of the positions above or
if you have any questions about the positions.
My e-mail is chairman@hamcation.com
73’s
Michael Cauley, W4MCA
2022 HamCation® General Chair
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Cub Scout Spring-A-Palooza "Westward Ho!"
April 16-18, 2021
(By Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ)

We had just over 400 scouts come visit us at an “old west” themed event. We
demonstrated CW/Morse code, gave some history and every scout learned SOS, their
name and "Radio Scouting" in Morse code. We also had a contest where the top 3
winners received a set of FRS walkie-talkies.... winners were: 19 seconds, 30
seconds, 32 seconds... all with no mistakes on their first 3 tries to send "Radio
Scouting".
Thank you to
Orlando Amateur Radio Club, Lake Amateur Radio Association, K2BSA, and
ARRL - the National Association for Amateur Radio
73 & YIS (yours in scouting),
Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ / Trustee for wB4SA, Cell 407-496-6694
BSA - Central Florida Council - www.RadioScouting.US/cfc
ARRL Southeastern Assistant Division Director - Radio Scouting, www.kn4mdj.com
"Bringing Amateur Radio Scouting programs to a half million scouts in AL, GA, FL, PR, USVI"
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Amateur Radio Credited with Rescue of BackCountry Hiker in Tennessee
(The ARRL Letter for April 29, 2021)

A back-country hiker was rescued from Great Smoky Mountains National Park with
assistance from amateur radio after she became
exhausted on the trail and possibly dehydrated. A
member of the hiking group on the park's Little River
Trail, Tim Luttrell, KA9EBJ, put out a call on the
evening of April 11 via the W4KEV linked VHF repeater
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, requesting assistance in
extricating the injured member. No cell phone service
was available at the location, and Luttrell's signal was
spotty at times, owing to the mountainous terrain.
Responding was David Manuel, W5DJR, who obtained
more information and called 911, which routed the call
to Great Smoky Mountains National Park Emergency
Medical Service (GSMNP EMS). The national park EMS relayed through Manuel a
request for the group to continue down the trail as far as possible to shorten the
rescue time.
A medic with the Park Service search-and-rescue team
subsequently reached Manuel by telephone, who
served to relay questions to Luttrell. Manuel contacted
members of the hiker's family after Luttrell provided
contact numbers. Manuel was asked to relay
information for the family to arrange to meet in
Cherokee, North Carolina, and be prepared to
transport the distressed hiker's vehicle to her home.
Manuel got a call from Luttrell indicating "all clear"
shortly after 2 AM.
The injured hiker was hospitalized and required
surgery and rehabilitation. ARRL Tennessee Section Manager Dave Thomas, KM4NYI,
told ARRL that he'd learned another hiker in the same group was close to
hypothermia by the time they were rescued.
Thomas will recognize each of the radio amateurs involved in the rescue with a
Certificate of Merit during the ARRL Tennessee State Convention in Knoxville on June
19.
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ARRL Awards Colvin Grant to 3Y0J Bouvet
Island DXpedition in 2023
(The ARRL Letter for April 29, 2021)

ARRL has awarded a Colvin Grant of $5,000 to the Intrepid-DX Group to help in
funding its 3Y0J DXpedition to Bouvet Island, scheduled for January to February 2023.
ARRL Life Member Paul Ewing, N6PSE, and ARRL member Ken Opskar, LA7GIA, will
share leadership for the 14-person multinational team. A dependency of Norway,
Bouvet is a sub-Antarctic island in the South Atlantic.
It is the second-most-wanted DXCC entity, behind
North Korea. The last Bouvet activation was 3Y0E in
2007 - 2008. Ewing has said that the team began
planning for the Bouvet DXpedition on the heels of its
successful 2016 VP8STI and VP8SGI efforts. The
announced budget for the 2023 DXpedition is
$764,000. The Northern California DX Foundation and
the International DX Association are major sponsors.
The Colvin Award is funded by an endowment
established by the legendary DX couple Lloyd Colvin,
W6KG, and Iris Colvin, W6QL, both now deceased. The
Colvin Award is intended to support amateur radio
projects that promote international goodwill in the field
of DX. Grantees must be groups with a favorable DX track record and with experience
directly related to the proposed enterprise.
Ewing said in a recent interview that the 2016 VP8STI and VP8SGI DXpedition
provided perfect preparation for the Bouvet DXpedition that lies ahead. A 2018
DXpedition to Bouvet by another team had to be scuttled -- with Bouvet Island
already in view -- after encountering severe weather and an engine problem.
The plan calls for spending 20 days on Bouvet with "14 to 16 good days of radio
activity." Ewing has called on the DX community for support in achieving its mission
of 100,000 or more contacts from Bouvet.

Bill Introduced to Designate April 18, 2022, as
National Amateur Radio Operators Day
(The ARRL Letter for April 29, 2021)

Arizona Congresswoman Debbie Lesko has reintroduced a resolution with bipartisan
support to designate April 18, 2022, as National Amateur Radio Operators Day.
Introduced on April 19, the measure recognizes the important contributions amateur
radio operators have made. She introduced a similar bill in the last Congress.

The Listening Post 8

"Throughout history, amateur radio operators have provided invaluable services to
our communities," Lesko said in a news release. "I am proud to reintroduce this
resolution to honor the important contributions amateur radio operators have made in
Arizona and across our nation. Amateur radio has brought people together and has
provided critical emergency communications during natural disasters. Amateur radio
is a vital part of our nation's communications infrastructure."
As Lesko's resolution notes, the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) designates
each April 18 as World Amateur Radio Day, to recognize the founding of the IARU in
1925. She said her resolution would recognize the amateur radio community with a
national day in the US. The resolution cites the Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES®) for providing "invaluable emergency
communications services following recent natural
disasters, including, but not limited to, helping coordinate
disaster relief efforts following Hurricanes Katrina, Wilma,
and Maria and other extreme weather disasters."
ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, commended Lesko
for her support of amateur radio. "The voluntary
contributions of America's approximately 774,000
amateur radio operators in support of the critical
communications infrastructure of the United States are
rarely recognized," Roderick said. "Congresswoman
Lesko's resolution is an important first step in correcting
that oversight."

Ham-Firefighter Rescues Drowning Man
from River
(The ARRL letter for May 6, 2021)

ARRL member and Edmonson County Emergency Coordinator Tim Skees, K9KSP, a
firefighter in Brownsville, Kentucky, was among those responding to an April 23 fire
dispatch call he heard on his ham station scanner reporting a
possible drowning in the Green River. Radio traffic indicated that
the potential victim was a 40-year-old male.
"After assessing the information provided by family members at
the scene, [I] went downriver approximately 300 yards, located
the victim in water, washed up on a shallow rock shoal in the
river," Skees told ARRL. "[I] waded out to the victim, dragged
him to the riverbank, and, as other responders showed up and
came to where the victim was, he was pulled up the bank of the
river. He was suffering exposure/hypothermia from being in the
cold water for hours."
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Skees said the man's family had at first called in the incident as a confirmed
drowning. The man was first taken to the vehicle of Edmonson County Emergency
Management Director Terry Massey and warmed up until an ambulance could arrive.
Massey told local media that the local dispatcher paged the Brownsville Fire
Department around 2 AM after a caller had reported a possible drowning at the
Brownsville boat ramp.
Massey said he and Skees arrived at the area and saw
two unoccupied vehicles. "In just a minute, we could
hear some yelling down at the river and could tell it
was downstream a good ways," he told The Edmonson
Voice. Massey said he and Skees followed the
commotion and found the man in about a foot of
water, lying on his side, and Skees waded in to
retrieve him. Massey said that according to others on
the scene, the man had fallen into the water while
trying to retrieve some fishing gear.
"I submit this as a testament to the need of hams to get involved with emergency
services and foster good working relationships with [emergency managers] and local
agencies," Skees said.

Returning Four-Ham ISS Crew Makes First
Nighttime Splashdown Since 1968
(The ARRL letter for May 6, 2021)

The International Space Station SpaceX Crew-1 mission with astronauts Michael
Hopkins, KF5LJG; Victor Glover, KI5BKC; Shannon Walker, KD5DXB, and Soichi
Noguchi, KD5TVP, splashed down safely in the Gulf of Mexico on May 2. It marked
NASA's first nighttime splashdown since 1968, the first ever from the ISS, and the
first operational mission for SpaceX. Launched last November to carry the crew to the
ISS, the Crew Dragon spacecraft Resilience returned the crew to Earth. Crew-1 is the
first of six crewed missions NASA and SpaceX will fly as part of the
agency's Commercial Crew Program, which worked with the US aerospace industry to
return rockets, spacecraft, and launches with astronauts to the US.
"We welcome you back to planet Earth, and thanks for flying SpaceX," SpaceX
mission control official Michael Heiman told the astronauts. "For those of you enrolled
in our frequent flier program, you have earned 68 million miles on this voyage."
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In advance of departure from the space station,
Crew-1 astronaut and Station Commander Walker
handed over command of the station to astronaut
and Crew-2 member Akihiko Hoshide last week
during a change of command and farewell event.
The Crew Dragon undocked and departed the space
station autonomously. In addition to the
crew, Resilience will also return important and timesensitive research to Earth.
(L - R) Expedition 64 Flight
Engineers and SpaceX Crew-1
members Michael Hopkins,
KF5LJG; Victor Glover,
KI5BKC; Shannon Walker,
KD5DXB, and Soichi Noguchi,
KD5TVP. [Photo courtesy of
NASA]

While still in space, some of the returning astronauts
had hosted Amateur Radio on the International Space
Station (ARISS) contacts with schools. ARRL is an
ARISS sponsor.

"A Clear Signal of Resilience:" Europe's HAM
RADIO Goes Virtual Again This Year
(The ARRL letter for May 6, 2021)

The annual HAM RADIO show in Friedrichshafen, Germany, will once again be held
virtually. The June event is sponsored by the Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC),
in cooperation with Friedrichshafen Fair (Messe Friedrichshafen).
"Under the current circumstances, HAM RADIO can
no longer take place in June, as planned," said
Messe Friedrichshafen CEO Klaus Wellmann. He said
to remedy the situation -- and send a clear signal of
resilience -- the virtual "Ham Radio World" will take
place from June 25 until June 27, the original show
dates. Admission and participation will be free.
The annual ham radio gathering, known popularly as
simply "Friedrichshafen," typically draws between
15,000 and 17,000 visitors from all over Europe and around the world. ARRL has
traditionally sent a contingent to staff a booth at HAM RADIO each summer.
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This is the second virtual presentation of HAM RADIO due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
"This year, Ham Radio World will offer a completely new virtual world in 2D, and its
unique live character will be impressive," DARC said.
DARC Chair Christian Entsfellner, DL3MBG, said the live
character of the event's virtual environment will be
recreated in great detail, opening up new possibilities and
offering plenty of space for community networking and
virtual meetings, in addition to an online lecture program
and commercial offerings.
To allow participants a more personal experience, individual
hams represented as customizable avatars "will move
around the virtual exhibition grounds and video chat with
each other," explained Messe Friedrichshafen Project
Manager Petra Rathgeber. Messe Friedrichshafen and DARC
are working closely together "to ensure that a diverse lineup of ham radio products, trends, and innovations will await
our visitors at the 3-day digital event," she said.
Ham Radio World will offer presentations and discussions on ham radio topics, as well
as a program presented on DARC's virtual stage. Further details are forthcoming.

Wooden Satellite to Launch by Year's End
(The ARRL Letter for May 13, 2021)

The WISA Woodsat project, being sponsored by plywood supplier WISA in an
unconventional PR initiative, is poised to place a wooden satellite into orbit by the end
of the year. The idea is to test the suitability of treated wood as a low-cost and widely
available material for space applications.
The IARU posting for Woodsat indicates that
several amateur radio experiments will be on
board as well as photo downlinking, including
selfies.
The wooden satellite is based on a basic, versatile
CubeSat format, Kitsat, which is designed with
educational use in mind. It retails for just $1,500.
Based in Finland, the Woodsat project began with
students across the country contributing parts to
a CubeSat launched by balloon. The satellite will
be a 10-centimeter cube weighing 1 kilogram,
covered on all sides by coated birch plywood from WISA Plywood. Nine small solar
cells will power the satellite, which will orbit at an altitude of 500 - 550 kilometers.
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As the sponsor explained, "WISA Woodsat will go where no wood has gone before.
With a mission to gather data on the behavior and durability of plywood over an
extended period in the harsh temperatures, vacuum, and radiation of space in order
to assess the use of wood materials in space structures."
Once in orbit, Woodsat will be able to extend a selfie stick to capture photographs of
the wooden box as it hurtles through space at 40,000 kilometers (24,800 miles) per
hour. This will allow the mission leaders to monitor the impact of the environment on
the plywood.
The satellite would downlink its telemetry and images from two cameras using
amateur radio frequencies.
"The wooden satellite with a selfie stick will surely bring laughter and goodwill," added
mission manager Jari Mäkinen of Arctic Astronautics. "Essentially, this is a serious
science and technology endeavor. In addition to testing plywood, the satellite will
demonstrate accessible radio amateur satellite communication; host several
secondary technology experiments; validate the Kitsat platform in orbit, and
popularize space technology."
An April 23 Engineering and Technology article has more information. -- Thanks
to AMSAT News Service via JoAnne Maenpaa, K9JKM; E&T, and the IARU

First-Time Exam Applicants Must Obtain FCC
Registration Number Before Taking Exam
(The ARRL Letter for May 13, 2021)

Beginning May 20, 2021, all amateur examination applicants will be required to
provide an FCC Registration Number (FRN) to the Volunteer Examiners (VEs) before
taking an amateur exam. This is
necessary due to changes the FCC has made to its licensing
system.
Amateur candidates who already have an FCC license,
whether for amateur radio or another service, and already
have an FRN may use the same number. All prospective new
FCC licensees, however, will be required to obtain an
FRN before the examination and provide that number to the
volunteer examiners on the Form 605 license application. An
FCC instructional video provides step-by-step instructions on
how to obtain an FRN through the FCC's COmmission REgistration System (CORES).
The FRN is required for all new applicants to take an amateur exam and is used
afterward by the applicant to download the license document from the FCC Universal
Licensing System (ULS), upgrade the license, apply for a vanity call sign, and to
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submit administrative updates (such as address and email changes) and renewal
applications.
In addition, after June 29, all applications will be required to contain an email address
for FCC correspondence. Applicants will receive an email directly from the FCC with a
link to the official electronic copy of their license whenever a license is issued or
changed. ARRL VEC suggests that those without access to email should use the email
address of a family member or friend. Licensees will be able to log in to the ULS using
their FRN and password to download the latest version of their license at any time.
The FCC no longer provides paper license documents.

Amateurs' Email Addresses Will Continue to
Be Kept Private, FCC Says
(The ARRL Letter for May 20, 2021)

Starting on June 29, all applications filed with the FCC must include an email address
for FCC correspondence. After receipt of the initial announcement that all future
applications would require an email address, ARRL was concerned for the privacy of
its members and requested that amateurs' email
addresses not be made public. This week, the FCC
agreed, stating in an email to ARRL counsel that it
will continue to "mask" amateurs' email addresses from
public view in the Universal Licensing System (ULS). The
FCC will use the email address supplied by amateurs to
correspond with applicants, including to send a link to
the official electronic copy of the license when an
application is granted.
The FCC is transitioning to fully electronic
correspondence and no longer mails hard-copy licenses.
Amateurs are able to view, download, and print their
official license grant using the ULS. When a license is
first granted, each applicant will receive an email with a direct link to the license.
Although the link expires in 30 days, the license itself will remain available in the ULS
and may be downloaded at any time by signing into the licensee's account using their
FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.
On or after June 29, a valid email address must be provided with each application,
and must be kept current by filing a modification application, as necessary. Under the
amended Section 97.23, "The email address must be an address where the grantee
can receive electronic correspondence. Revocation of the station license or suspension
of the operator license may result when correspondence from the FCC is returned as
undeliverable because the grantee failed to provide the correct email address."
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Applicants lacking an email address should consider using the email address of a
friend or family member on their FCC applications.

WORD TO THE WISE
(The ARRL Contest Update for April 28, May 12, May 26, 2021)

DIN Coaxial Connectors
In the US, we're most familiar with "UHF" type connectors such as PL-259 and SO239. Other types we'd commonly come across include BNC and N connectors. In
cellular network equipment, 7-16 DIN Connectors are commonly used, and they're
now finding their way into amateur applications. They have a 50 ohm characteristic
impedance.
Tin Pest
Also known as tin disease or tin blight. Tin and other materials can have different
physical forms for the same physical state. For elements, this is called allotropism; for
crystalline materials, polymorphism. Tin, in its metal form, can change into a crumbly
non-metallic form, which is also non-conductive. The transformation can be
accelerated by low temperatures; the presence of other elements, like germanium; or
amounts of the non-metallic form already present. Some electronic parts are plated
with tin or use tin alloys. The tin in these parts can degrade and crumble, and pins
and connections can lose conductivity. What's more, the non-conductive crumbles can
disperse to other parts of an assembly, and then through heating become conductive
again, causing short circuits. Tin pest can be avoided by careful use of other materials
as an alloy to tin.
Blind Skimmer
From the 2021 Glossary of Contesting Terms by Pat, N9RV, published by Contest
University: "A mode of operation for a CW skimmer that disables the decoding of call
signs as well as the integration with internet spots. In this blind mode, the operator
only sees (potentially) a waterfall display showing recent historical activity across the
band as with a panadaptor. Blind mode is legal for single operator, unassisted
entrants in most major contests."
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OPERATING TIP
(The ARRL Contest Update for April 28, May 12, May 26, 2021)

To Zero Beat or Not To Zero Beat
This operating tip was inspired by Lee, K1LEE. When calling a station that is CQing on
a crowded band, you might use different strategies depending on whether anyone
else is also calling that station. If you're competing with other callers in any kind of
pileup, you want your signal to stand out just a little - try calling a few Hz off the
CQing station's frequency.
If you're calling in the clear, if at first you don't succeed, try zero-beating their
frequency and call again. "In a crowded band, filters are often set to be very narrow,
so an off-frequency CW signal won't be heard." Many of today's rigs have an autozero-beat function and it pays to know how to use it.
Seasoned CQers know that they should keep their filters opened to hear those slightly
off-frequency stations calling, and most keep their RIT on all the time to tune offfrequency stations as necessary. Some ops use a "Clear RIT" command embedded in
their "CQ" (N1MM Logger+'s F1) or "ThankYou" (N1MM Logger+'s F3) macros to reset
for the next contact. Some ops will also go further and include a "reset the filter
bandwidth to a wide setting" command into the same macros, in case they switched
to a narrower filter during a contact.
Hands on That Keyboard
Best practice recommends that all contest CW keying be done using a computerized
keyer. Even "fills." Some would go so far as to even suggest, "If your hands aren't on
the keyboard, you're losing," which may seem harsh, but may reflect reality. That
advice is also tempered by the dictum to always "have fun," which for some operators
involves occasionally sending with a cherished key or bug. Computerized keying has
been a part of amateur radio for over 50 years now: Curtis Keyers were available in
1971, containing a memory function for sending a 20-character message.
Don't Fret the Score Details Too Much
After the contest, when you send your Cabrillo log in to the contest sponsors, it may
contain a CLAIMED-SCORE line in the log header. This line is usually ignored by the
contest sponsors. Contest sponsors will calculate your contest score based on the
entries in your log, adjusted for any cross-checking of contacts with other contestants
that submit their logs.
In addition to sending in your log to the contest sponsors, it's also fun to post to
3830scores.com with a breakdown of your number of contacts, a calculated score,
and any comments about the actual contest for the "Soapbox." For that purpose, the
CLAIMED-SCORE calculated by the logging program is just fine to use, because scores
posted to 3830scores are unofficial. Please recognize that the CLAIMED-SCORE will be
less accurate for some contests for the following reasons:
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1. Information that is not part of the exchange is used to calculate the actual
score. An example is the Stew Perry contest, which uses power levels of each
station to determine QSO points
2. Special multipliers that the logging software won't keep track of, such as in the
case of some QSO parties
3. Incomplete logger support for more obscure contests
4. Special situations, such as the combined log for the Indiana, New England,
Delaware, and Seventh Area QSO Party weekend (For this special case, the
StateQSOParty.com website has a special log parsing tool to do the score
breakout for you).
5. Errors in the logging program calculation of scores. Program bugs do exist!

CONVERSATION
(The ARRL Contest Update for May 12, 2021)

Learning Contesting
While reading the chapter on Contesting in Ward's, N0AX, Ham Radio for Dummies,
Fourth Edition, I came across this tip on how to practice making a contact with a
station that is calling CQ:
If you're unsure of yourself, try "singing along" without actually transmitting.
Make a cue card that contains all of the information you need to say or send in
a script or list. If you think you may get flustered when the other stations
answer your call, listen to a few contacts, and copy the information ahead of
time. Serial numbers advance one at a time, so you can have all of the
information before your contact.
This paragraph really captures the dynamic between learning about how to make the
first few contest contacts, and actually making the contacts. By "singing along," the
new contester has the benefit of practice and memorization, but in a low-stakes
situation. Some of performance pressure is removed, facilitating learning the skill.
Learning can happen as a result of positive or negative experiences. In a very
memorable negative radio experience, I gained a healthy respect for RF voltages as a
new ham in the late 1970s by building and using a T-network antenna tuner but
omitting insulation on the shaft of one of the capacitors. Even at 100 watts, what felt
like an irritating tingling in my fingertips led to deep blistering and skin sloughing over
the subsequent days, and healing took weeks.
I recommend positive experiences for learning: It's one thing to have read about how
the grayline can be super effective on 80 and 160 meters but experiencing it while
listening to a competent DXpedition from a rare locale put one station after another
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into their log in the time zones ahead of yours -- and then finally getting your chance
at the sunrise peak -- is as close to magical as can be.
73, Brian N9ADG

Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade
in The Listening Post
This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have
for sale, swap or trade. Listings must be of a non-commercial nature. Pictures of the
items can be included.
The following listed is equipment from the estate of Allen Walker, KZ4ZZZ,
who became a silent key a few months ago. His wife, Brenda reached out to
OARC. Brenda can be reached at xstitchrbrenda@gmail.com or call 386-5880124. Items are in Port Orange, Florida

MFJ‐949E antenna tuner for sale, asking $100. The
model is still in production listing around $220.

TP30SWII 30 Amp DC 13.8V Analog Switching Power
Supply by TekPower, asking $60. It listed for $120 when
new.
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This is a picture of antennas for sale. Most appear to be TV antennas, but there is one in a clear plastic seal that
appears to be a ham antenna. Make an offer?

OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate.
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted.
Be sure to include your full name, call, and contact information, along with an exact
description of the item.
Send your amateur radio related items by email directly to: James Deuel,
N0XIA, jdeuel@oarc.org in the following format:
Name, Callsign, Contact information (phone number and/or e-mail address)
Item #1: (Description) Asking price: $
Item #2: (Description) Asking price: $
Or
Looking for (description) and willing to pay up to $
Any item received after the 20th of the month will not be included in the next
month’s issue of The Listening Post newsletter.
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Remember - KB4UT, Wayne Nelson’s Trader Net held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM,
on the KB4UT 146.760 repeater
If you don’t hear what you want on the net, check The Listening Post.

Weekly Radio Network Meetings
Mon @ 20:00

147.090

Seminole ARES Net – Except – First Monday of
the month (146.460 Simplex)

Tues @ 19:00

145.350

Osceola ARES Net

Tues @ 19:30

147.195

Quarter Century Wireless Association

Tues @ 20:00

146.760

Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net

Wed @ 19:00

147.300

Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service

Wed @ 21:00

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group

Thur @ 19:00

443.050

Orange County ARES Net

Thur @ 20:30

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group

OARC Meetings and Events 2021 - 2022
June 2, Wednesday
June 26-27

Virtual Meeting, 7:00pm YouTube Live! and Zoom
ARRL Field Day – Central Florida Fairgrounds

July 7, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

August 4, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

September 8, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

October 6, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

November 3, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center
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December 1, Wednesday

No Club Meeting

December 4, Saturday

Christmas Party

Happy New Year --- 2022 --January 5, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

February 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

February 11 - 13

HamCation® 2022

March 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

April 6, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

May 4, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

June 1, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

June 25-26

ARRL Field Day

July 6, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

August 3, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

September 7, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

October 5, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

November 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Beardall Center

December 1, Wednesday

No Club Meeting

December 4, Saturday

Christmas Party

The Listening Post 21

OARC Membership Application
Make checks payable to:
Orlando Amateur Radio Club
Mail to:
Orlando Amateur Radio Club
Post Office Box 574962
Orlando FL 32857

To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check.

Date: __/ __/20__

[ ] Regular Member [ ] Family Member [ ] Associate Member
[ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal [ ] CMP

Name: ______________________________________ Call _______________ Class ______________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip ______________
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________
(Home) Phone: ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________
Rates: Regular

[ ] 1 year $15.00

[ ] 3 years $40.00 [ ] 6 years $75.00

Rates: Family

[ ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18

Rates: Associate [ ] 1 year $15.00

Dues Total: __________

All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid.
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Are you an ARRL Member: [ ] Yes

Name Badges:

[ ] No

White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.

[ ] Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________________ Call ______________
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $3.00 for shipping & handling.
Shipping & Handling: [ ] Yes [ ] No
Badges ________ S&H _________ Total ___________
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HAMCATION® COMMERCIAL VENDORS

Company

Website

NEX-GEN Custom Hot Spots
Signman of Baton Rouge
RT Systems
NorthWest Digital
Expert Linears
TN07 Engineering
Times Microwave
ABR Industries LLC
Ham Radio Outlet
Mastrant
Heil Sound
Giga Parts
M2 Antenna
W2IHY Technologies
Peet Brothers
Tornado Alert
Information Station Specialist
The Wireman Inc
Ham Radio Deluxe
Aluma Tower
Cable Experts
Arlan Communications
Wolf River Coils
QuickSilver
Tower Electronics
Vibroplex
Comet Antenna
WB0W
Diamond Antennas
Batteries America

https://hamradio1.com/
https://www.thesignman.com/
https://www.rtsystemsinc.com/
http://nwdigitalradio.com/
https://www.expertlinears.com/
https://tn07.com/
https://www.timesmicrowave.com/
https://abrind.com/
https://www.hamradio.com/
https://www.mastrant.com/
https://heilsound.com/
https://www.gigaparts.com/
https://www.m2inc.com/
https://w2ihy.com/
https://www.peetbros.com/shop/
https://tornadoalert.com/
https://www.theradiosource.com/
https://thewireman.com/
https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/
https://www.alumatower.com/
http://www.cablexperts.com/
http://www.arlancommunications.com/
https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/
https://www.qsradio.com/
http://www.pl-259.com/
http://www.vibroplex.com/
https://cometantenna.com/
https://www.wb0w.com/
https://www.diamondantenna.net/
https://batteriesamerica.com/

WWW.HAMCATION.COM
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HAMCATION® COMMERCIAL VENDORS
Company
Bridgecomm Systems
Buddipole
Gifts 4 HAMS
RadioWavz
N3ZN Keys
West Mountain Radio
SteppIR
JT Communications
Yaesu USA
Elecraft
Alpha Antenna
R&L Electronics
JVC Kenwood
M&P Coax
CushCraft Antennas
Mirage Amps
Hygain Antennas
Ameritron Amps
MFJ Enterprises
Flex Radio
EZ Hang
Elad
Green Heron Engineering
Icom America
Ham World Inc
Gold Medal Ideas
ULTIMAX ANTENNA
Shack in a Box
Hamsource
Rfinder LLC

Website
https://www.bridgecomsystems.com/
https://www.buddipole.com/
https://www.gifts4hams.com/
https://www.radiowavz.com/
https://www.n3znkeys.com/
http://www.westmountainradio.com/
https://www.steppir.com/
https://www.jtcomms.com/
https://www.yaesu.com/
https://elecraft.com/
https://alphaantenna.com/
http://www.randl.com/
https://www.kenwood.com/usa/com/
https://messi.it/en
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/cushcraft
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/mirage
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/hy-gain
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/ameritron
https://mfjenterprises.com/
https://www.flexradio.com/
https://www.ezhang.com/
https://shop.elad-usa.com/
https://www.greenheronengineering.com/
https://www.icomamerica.com/en/
https://hamworldinc.com/
https://www.goldmedalideas.com/
https://ultimax-antennas.com/
https://shack-in-a-box.com/
https://www.hamsource.com/
https://rfinder.shop/

WWW.HAMCATION.COM
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Member Advertisements
For OARC members only, send your business size ad to:
LP_ads@OARC.org
Just $10 for 12 months!
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