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OARC MEETING 

September 1st, 7:00pm  
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
YouTube Live and Zoom 

4603 W. Colonial Dr,  
Orlando, FL 32808 
ARRL Testing: 5:30pm  
For information & Updates 
   See www.oarc.org 

OARC Board of Directors 
President: John Knott, N4JTK 
Vice President: Michael Cauley, 
W4ORL 
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE 
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW 
Directors: 

Bob Cumming, W2BZY 
Frank Gergits, KC9GNQ 
Dean Groe, KD4TWJ 
Frank Tagliani, KD4EZW 
James Deuel, N0XIA 
Ed Thralls, NE4H 
 

The Listening Post is the OARC 
newsletter for OARC members. 
The LP will be distributed 
electronically via E-mail 
(www.oarc.org). 

Editor: Ed Thralls, NE4H. 

Comments, suggestions, and 
articles are welcome.  Send to 
editors@oarc.org. 

Contributing to this edition: John 
Knott N4JTK, Michael Cauley 
W4ORL, James Deuel, N0XIA 
OARC REPEATERS 
  Call Freq Shift   PL 
KB4UT 146.760 -600 103.5 
K1AA** 147.015 +600 103.5 
** Wires-X Gateway 
D-Star 
K1XC C* 146.820 -600 
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz 
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice 
K1XC A 1255.00  Simplex  Digital 
W4PLB C*145.160  +600 
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz 
* Linked to reflector REF037C 
All D-star repeaters are connected 
REF037 is sponsored by OARC 
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From the President’s Desk (Continued from Previous Page) 

 
I hope everyone is doing well.  Wednesday, September 1st is our club’s next test 
session and club meeting.  Test session begins at 5:30pm and the club meeting 
begins at 7:30pm.  This month’s meeting guest speaker will be Tim Duffy, K3LR, 
presenting Grounding and Bonding.  Tim is a very well-known contester that lives in 
western Pennsylvania and is the COO of DX Engineering.  Tim has a wealth of 
knowledge in amateur radio and always gives a great presentation. Please plan on 
joining us and welcoming Tim.   

Starting this month and for the months of October and November, we will be selling 
tickets to our Christmas Party.  Tickets are $10 each for members and their spouse. 
Non club members are $25 each. Our Christmas party will be on Saturday December 
4.  Again, it will be located at the Knights of Columbus, 5727 Cornelia Ave., Orlando, 
FL 32807.  This is just north of Colonial Drive and just east of Semoran Blvd. We will 
once again collect small, unwrapped toys for Toys for Tots.  

Make sure you read Michael’s article on HamCation® at Huntsville Hamfest.  Great 
show!  

Keeping my article brief this month, but don’t let that stop you from reading through 
the entire newsletter.  Lot’s of great info included. 

  
73 
John Knott, N4JTK 

 

 
HamCation® Chairman News 

(by Michael Cauley, W4ORL) 

Greetings Everyone 

Huntsville Hamfest was a huge success. Despite losing several vendors the week 
before the show, citing concerns of the Delta variant.  

But the show went on, rewarding everyone with a satisfying and memorable return to 
in-person hamfests. Their attendance was 4,069, down a little this year, versus 5,088 
in 2019 which was a record year for them. 
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HamCation® had a Booth right at the 
entrance and right behind ICOM. 

 

 

 

 

The booth was staffed by Me, John 
Knott, Bob Cumming, and Jim Robarr. 

We were very busy from the time the 
doors opened on Saturday until after the 
show closed. 

We were greeting everyone who came 
by the booth with post cards, lanyards, 
and pens. 

 

 

 

 

With John and Bob going around and 
talking to commercial vendors, we sold 5 
commercial booths at the show and have 
9 more booths that was reserved. Some 
of these are new vendors for 
HamCation®. 
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Jim also went around to the swap 
vendors and sold several swaps tables. 
 

We also sold tailgate spots, RV spots and 
tickets. 

 

 

While we were there, I met with ARRL 
officials to talk about the ARRL National 
Convention at HamCation in 2022. 
 

The 4 Training tracks ARRL will do on 
Thursday February 10 will be Contest 
University, Emergency Communications, 
Technology and one for new Amateurs. 
Look for ARRL to release more 
information in September. 
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The biggest draw was GigaParts Booth. 
It had multiple vendors in it such as RF 
Finder, Shark Antenna, Geocron, 
RadioWavz and more.  

 

 

Everything is on track to have an 
amazing show for us in 2022. 

 

 

 

I am still looking to fill the following positions on the HamCation® Committee.  

All these positions are year-round positions. All positions need to help recruit 
volunteers.  
 
The Chair positions you will oversee that committee. 
 
I have the following Chair positions open: 

Publications: 
Will need to create HamCation onsite fliers and Program and any other publication 
needs.  

Special Event Station: 
Outgoing, easily interacts with strangers in a positive manner. 

Can “talk up” ham radio. 

Has solid working knowledge of late model HF base stations, their functions, and how 
to operate them to make contacts. 

In charge of setting up the Station at HamCation®. 
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Talk-in: 
Area knowledge of central Florida. Keep up with road closers during the event. 
Communicate information over our talk-in frequency. In charge of setting up the 
Station at HamCation. 

All Assistant positions, you are 2nd in charge of that committee. You will assist the 
Chair with their duties. You must be able to assume the role of the Chair in the event 
of His/her absence. You will be next in line to become the Chair. 
 
I have the following Assistant Chair positions open: 

Onsite Tickets: 
Help with ticket sales during the event.  

Make sure all booths are manned and train volunteers on how to use Credit card 
machines. 

Please contact me at chairman@hamcation.com is you are interested in any of the 
above positions. 

We are going on the road again. We will have a booth at the Huntsville Hamfest in 
Alabama on August 21 and 22. This is the 3rd largest show in the US. They have over 
5,000 in attendance 
 
73, 
Michael Cauley, W4ORL 
2022 HamCation General Chair 

 
August Volunteer Examiner Report 

(by Bob Cumming, W2BZY) 
 

Congratulations to the recent Amateur Radio License Applicants: 

Robert Averill  Technician 

Robert Grimming  General 

Dale Jason  Technician 

Kevin Bruffett  Technician 

Rene Garcia  Technician  

Roy Issacs  Technician  
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Listen for these new hams to “get on the air” once their license is in the data base. Be 
sure to welcome them to a wonderful hobby and a whole new world!  
 
Congratulations to the recent Amateur Radio Operators who upgraded their 
licenses: 

Sara Woodward KB3ZLK Technician  General 

Naomi Stricker W1VJY Technician  General 

Michael Sims KN4LSR General  Extra 

The Orlando Amateur Radio Club holds a Ham Radio License Exam Session each 
month just prior to our club meeting.  Testing begins at 5:30pm. You can always 
check out our website OARC.org for the latest information.  

 
 

Faith Hannah Lea, KD3Z, is Amateur Radio 
Newsline 2021 Young Ham of the Year 

(The ARRL Letter for August 5,2021) 
ARRL member Faith Hannah Lea, KD3Z, of Palm Coast, Florida, has been selected as 
the 2021 Bill Pasternak WA6ITF Memorial Amateur Radio Newsline Young Ham of the 
Year. Faith Hannah comes from an all-ham family. She is the daughter of James Lea, 
WX4TV, and Michelle Lea, N8ZQZ. Her brother and two sisters are also hams. She 
credited her parents with being the biggest influences in her entry into amateur radio 
at the age of 10 in 2014. Just 18 months after being licensed, Faith Hannah was 
invited to join the 2016 Dave Kalter Memorial Youth DX team, which operated from 
the Saba station of Jeff Jolie, as PJ6/NM1Y. 

"And that's when I realized especially that DXing is amazing, because I absolutely 
love those huge pileups and getting to talk to all of those different people," she 
explained. 

Among her PJ6 achievements was a satellite contact that broke the SO-50 distance 
world record. Her account of the event appeared in the March/April 2017 issue of The 
AMSAT Journal. 

In August 2018, Faith Hannah took part in the week-long Youngsters on the Air 
(YOTA) camp in Johannesburg, South Africa, where she participated in kit building, 
antenna projects, satellite operation, and a high-altitude balloon launch. An article 
about her experiences in South Africa appeared in CQ Magazine. 
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On the way to South Africa, Faith Hannah and her father had a 22-hour layover in 
Dubai, the United Arab Emirates. While there, they were invited by the Emirates 
Amateur Radio Society to visit and operate A62A and A60YOZ. 

In December 2018, Faith Hannah, her younger sister, Hope, ND2L, and their father 
organized a 36-hour mini DXpedition to the Dry Tortugas in the Gulf of Mexico, off the 

southwest coast of Florida, where they operated as N4T. 
The family team put 1,970 HF contacts and 100 satellite 
contacts into the log. CQ published Faith Hannah's 
account of the N4T operation, and she and Hope shared 
the April 2019 cover of the magazine. 

Faith Hannah earned an associate degree from Daytona 
State College at age 15 and currently attends Stetson 
University in Deland, Florida, where she is a member of 
the junior class. She maintains a 4.0 grade point average 
while working toward two separate bachelor's degrees -- 
in molecular and cellular biology and business 
administration. She is considering two possible career 
tracks -- medicine or law, or possibly both. 

Faith Hannah was also recognized by The Intrepid-DX 
Group as the first-place winner of the Intrepid-DX Group 
First Annual Youth "Dream Rig" Essay Contest. She'll take 
home an Icom IC-7300 transceiver, a vertical flagpole 

antenna from Greyline Performance Antennas, a Heil Sound headset, a Powerwerx 
power supply, and a Morse QRP Nano Morse Code Key-25-811-P.  (The ARRL Letter 
for August 12, 2021). 

 

Les Kramer, WA3SGZ, of Longwood, Florida, 
will be Inducted into the Florida Inventors 

Hall of Fame on November 5 
(The ARRL Letter for August 12, 2021) 

 
The Hall of Fame at the University of South Florida in Tampa 
recognizes approximately seven Florida inventors every year for 
significant contributions to technology and society. Kramer holds 17 
US patents and two overseas patents, spanning lower limb 
prosthetic devices to advances in electric power generation, IED 
detection, optical coatings for industrial processes, and dynamic 
electronic tagging using a sticky polymer. "One of my primary 

2021 YHOTY Faith Hannah Lea, KD3Z 
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inventions is a prosthetic foot that returns energy to both the heel and the toe of the 
amputee, thereby giving the user a very lifelike feeling and natural control of the 
foot," said Kramer, who is Vice President of Engineering and Manufacturing at TaiLor 
Made Prosthetics, LLC, in Orlando. The prosthetic foot is used by some 3,000 people 
worldwide, including two Boston Marathon bombing victims. Kramer said amateur 
radio has played a key role in his success as an inventor. He has been a ham since 
1959 and an ARRL member for more than 50 years. 

 
 

2022 ARRL National Convention Emergency 
Communications Training Track 

(The ARES Letter for august 18, 2021) 
 
Plan on attending the 2022 ARRL National Convention, set to take place at Orlando 
HamCation® on February 11 - 13. A day-long workshop on emergency 
communications is scheduled as one of the training tracks that will be offered as part 
of the National Convention program that will precede HamCation on Thursday, 
February 10. The training presentations will feature current protocols, techniques, and 
responsibilities for the modern volunteer radio operator serving partner agency and 
organizations. The presenters are all subject-matter experts. Topics to be covered 
include the ARRL National, AUXCOMM and Florida Emergency Communicator Task 
Books, an overview of amateur radio responses to disasters, basic voice traffic 
handling with hands-on voice traffic net/message transfer practice, using the ICS-213 
form, Winlink's ARDOP (Amateur Radio Digital Open) and VARA protocols, and the 
Radio Mail Server (RMS) hybrid internet/HF radio gateway system. Registration for 
the National Convention Training Tracks will open later this summer. 

 
FCC Application Fees Unlikely to Go into Effect 

Until 2022 
(The ARRL Letter for August 19, 2021) 

The previously announced schedule of FCC amateur radio application fees likely will 
not go into effect before 2022. FCC staff confirmed during a recent virtual meeting 
with Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (VECs) that the agency is still working on the 
necessary changes to the Universal Licensing System (ULS) software and other 
processes and procedures that must be in place before it starts collecting fees from 
amateur applicants. Earlier this year, the FCC said it would not start collecting fees 
from amateur applicants before this summer. The new estimate is that the fees won't 
go into effect until early next year. 
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Once it's effective, a $35 application fee will apply to 
new, modification (upgrade and sequential call sign 
change), renewal, and vanity call sign applications. All 
fees will be per application. Administrative update 
applications, such as those to change a licensee's 
name, mailing, or email address, will be exempt from 
fees. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, said 
Volunteer Examiner (VE) teams will not face the 
burden of collecting the $35 fee. 

"Once the FCC application fee takes effect, new and 
upgrade applicants will pay the exam session fee to 
the VE team as usual, but they'll pay the $35 
application fee directly to the FCC using the FCC Pay Fees system," she explained. 
When the FCC receives the examination information from the VEC, it will email a link 
with payment instructions to each successful candidate, who then will have 10 days 
from the date of the email to pay. 

After the fee is paid and the FCC has processed an application, examinees will receive 
a second email from the FCC with a link to their official license. The link will be good 
for 30 days. Licensees also will be able to view, download, and print official license 
copies by logging into their FCC ULS account. The FCC no longer provides printed 
licenses. 

Licensees can log into the ULS with their 10-digit FRN (FCC Registration Number) and 
password at any time to view and manage their license and application, print their 
license, and update anything in their FCC license record, including adding an email 
address. 

Read an expanded version of this story. 

 
FEMA Shelter-in Place Guidance 

(The ARES Letter for august 18, 2021) 
FEMA has released Shelter-in-Place Pictogram Guidance for 10 hazards and three 
building types. The pictograms provide clear, visual guidance to the public on shelter-
in-place actions classified by both hazard and building type to ensure the public takes 
effective protective actions when instructed to shelter-in-place during emergencies. 

The guidance provides recommended interior locations for specific hazards, additional 
actions for protection, and the recommended duration for staying sheltered-in-place. 
The 10 hazards are: Active Shooter, Chemical Hazards, Earthquake, Flooding/Flash 
Flooding, Hurricane, Nuclear/Radiological Hazards, Pandemic, Thunderstorm, Tornado, 
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and Winter Storm. The three building types are: Manufactured or Mobile Home, 1- or 
2-Story Buildings, and Multi-story Buildings. The shelter-in-place pictograms can be 
used by community partners in multiple communication channels, such as posters, 
websites, just-in-time social media posts and by emergency managers for Integrated 
Public Alert & Warning System Wireless Emergency Alerts. The Shelter-in-Place 
Pictogram Guidance can be downloaded. 

 
MARS HF Net Participants Aid in Response to 

Fatal Maritime Disaster 
(The ARRL Letter for July 2021) 

On July 6, an evening Army Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) HF practice net in 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region 2 (New York and New Jersey) 
was interrupted by several "mayday" distress calls on the 
channel, which is shared with the maritime service. Net 
control station Ron Tomo, KE2UK, immediately halted 
training and attempted (without success) to establish 
radio communication with the station in distress. Tomo 
then directed two other net members who heard the 
distress call -- John Hoover, K2XU, and Wayne Gearing, 
K2WG -- to attempt to establish communication and offer 
assistance. 

While the other net members were attempting to contact 
the vessel by radio, Tomo contacted the US Coast Guard 
(USCG) station at Jones Beach Island in New York, which 
alerted the USCG Sector Command at Long Island Sound to join the MARS operators 
on frequency. MARS operators remained on frequency to assist the USCG in listening 
for the distress call. 

Several hours later, the fishing vessel Falling Star was identified as missing with 15 
individuals on board, all from Honduras. Ten days later, the USCG confirmed that 10 
of the passengers survived in a skiff and were rescued by a passing commercial oil 
tanker -- the MTM  



The Listening Post  12 

Amsterdam -- which spotted their small craft. 
Tragically, the skipper of the Falling Star died 1 
day before the survivors were found, and was 
buried at sea. 

The vessel was en route from Jamaica to 
Guatemala when it was reported to have rolled 
over without warning on July 6, just before 
midnight. 

MARS volunteers alerted the USCG to the 
vessel in distress several hours before the 
Falling Star was identified and confirmed as 
missing. While 10 of those aboard Falling Star 

were rescued, five others didn't make it home after this tragic event. 

The Jamaica Defence Force (JFD) Coast Guard collaborated with counterparts from 
the US, Honduras, Nicaragua, Colombia, Cuba, and the Cayman Islands in the search 
for the vessel. 

 
 

FCC to Re-Establish Technological Advisory 
Council, Solicits Membership Nominations 

(The ARRL Letter for July 29, 2021) 

The FCC is seeking nominations for a chairperson and members of the Technological 
Advisory Council (TAC). In a July 21 Public Notice, the Commission announced that it 
intends to re-establish the TAC for 2 years by August 20, 2021. It's anticipated that 
the renewed panel could hold its first meeting in October. 

The TAC provides technical advice to the FCC and makes recommendations on the 
issues and questions presented to it. The panel typically 
has several radio amateurs among its members. Greg 
Lapin, N9GL, has represented ARRL on the TAC. 

Among other issues, FCC Acting Chairwoman Jessica 
Rosenworcel will ask the TAC to start looking beyond 5G 
and conceptualize 6G. In addition, she'll ask the TAC to 
study advanced spectrum-sharing techniques, 
implementation of artificial intelligence, and machine 
learning to improve the utilization and administration of 
spectrum and other emerging technologies. 

 

Surviving crew members from 
the Falling Star spent 10 days in 
a skiff. 
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All organizational or individual members appointed to the Council or its working 
groups are subject to an ethics review by the Commission's Office of General Counsel. 
Council members receive no compensation for their service. Nominations for 
membership must be submitted to the FCC by August 20. 

Procedures for submitting nominations are spelled out in the Public Notice, which 
includes details on membership qualifications and obligations. 

The FCC said it's particularly interested in receiving nominations and expressions of 
interest from individuals and organizations in these sectors: 

 Communications service providers and organizations representing 
communications service providers. 

 Manufacturers of communications equipment and organizations representing 
manufacturers of communications equipment. 

 Providers of internet applications or cloud-based services. 
 Scientists and engineers from academia or independent consultants who are 

recognized experts in their field. 
 Qualified representatives of other stakeholders and interested parties with 

relevant expertise. 

"Members will be selected to balance the expertise and viewpoints that are necessary 
to effectively address the issues to be considered by the Council," the FCC said. 

 

 

AMSAT is Looking Forward and Dreaming Big 
(The ARRL Letter for August 5, 2021) 

Earlier this year, the AMSAT Board of Directors adopted a set of strategic satellite 
objectives and organizational goals for 2021 - 2035. The plan, adopted in early June 
and published for members to see in the May/June 2021 edition of The AMSAT 
Journal, establishes what AMSAT describes as "a long-term, multi-faceted vision that 
includes big dreams, a continued presence in space, and a development path for the 
scientists, engineers, and operators of tomorrow." 

"Anything this ambitious will undoubtedly challenge our limited human and fiscal 
resources," remarked AMSAT President Robert Bankston, KE4AL. "We must parallel 
our new plan with new ways to manage and  
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fund projects. AMSAT has a pool of very talented 
volunteers, but there will be times when we require 
skills beyond our current capabilities. Recruitment, 
partnerships, collaborative efforts, and even 
outsourcing are options that will help us fill in the 
gaps." 

The list of long-range satellite objectives includes 
putting amateur radio spacecraft into highly elliptical 
orbit (HEO). According to The AMSAT Journal, this 
entails developing and deploying "a series of 
satellites capable of providing wide-area and 
continuous coverage from highly elliptical and 
geostationary transfer orbits." This means satellites 
in HEO will be readily accessible, or at least 
accessible for longer periods. 

The GOLF (Greater Orbit, Larger Footprint) initiative has a similar, but less lofty, 
objective. The GOLF program intends to field a series of increasingly capable 
spacecraft "through a program to learn skills and systems for which we do not yet 
have the necessary low-risk experience, including active attitude control, 
deployable/steerable solar panels, [and] radiation tolerance for commercial off-the-
shelf components in higher orbits and propulsion." 

As an Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) partner, AMSAT 
would work with ARISS and ARISS-USA "to advance amateur radio's presence aboard 
the International Space Station" and beyond, to 
the Deep Space Gateway and Artemis missions, 
which would provide opportunities to engage with 
astronauts in lunar and deep-space operations. 

AMSAT will continue to embrace low-Earth orbit 
(LEO) satellite projects. AMSAT's strategic plan 
calls for the organization to support "a stream of 
LEO satellites developed in cooperation with the 
educational community and other amateur radio 
satellite groups." FM voice 1U CubeSats in LEO 
would continue to be a part of the mix. 

Other objectives call on AMSAT to develop a plug-
and-play communications solution for educational 
and other amateur radio CubeSat programs, providing a VHF/UHF telemetry beacon, 
command receiver, and linear transponder or FM repeater communications module.  

AMSAT also aims to support science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) initiatives and training programs for satellite and ground system designers 

AMSAT President Robert 
Bankston, KE4AL. 
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and operators. In the same vein, AMSAT hopes to develop an educational outreach 
program that encourages youth to pursue STEM interests in space science and 
communication technology, continue development of AMSAT's CubeSat Simulator 
Program, and develop a program to support and sponsor the use of amateur radio in 
high-altitude balloon (HAB) launches. 

 
 
 
 

ARRL Now Provides Free RF Exposure 
Calculator 

(The ARRL Newsletter for August 5, 2021) 
The FCC has adopted guidelines and procedures for evaluating environmental effects 
of RF emissions. The new guidelines incorporate two tiers of exposure limits based on 
whether exposure occurs in an occupational or "controlled" situation, or whether the 
general population is exposed or exposure is in an 
"uncontrolled" situation. 

Under the new FCC rules, some amateurs need to 
perform routine station evaluations to ensure that 
their stations comply with the RF exposure rules. 
This can be as simple as running an online 
calculator to determine the minimum safe distance 
between any part of your antenna and areas where 
people might be exposed to RF energy from your 
station. Although amateurs can make 
measurements of their stations, evaluations can 
also be done by calculation. 

To make this easy for amateurs, ARRL now provides an RF exposure calculator on its 
RF Exposure page. To use the calculator, enter your transmit peak-envelope power 
(PEP) and operating mode, and answer the questions about the maximum amount of 
time you might be transmitting. The calculator will give you the minimum distance 
people must be from your antenna and human exposure. 

You can print the results and keep them in your station records. There is no 
requirement to send your results to the FCC. 
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Utah Amateur Radio Club Receives Nearly 
$18,000 Grant to Introduce and Engage Youth 

(The ARRL Letter for August 5, 2021) 
The Bridgerland Amateur Radio Club in northern Utah has received a nearly $18,000 
grant from the nonprofit Amateur Radio Digital Communications (ARDC) to fund the 
club's initiatives to engage and educate youth in amateur radio through hands-on 
space science activities. 

"This grant and our Bridgerland Amateur Radio Club demonstrate the important role 
amateur radio can play in furthering STEM education, which is critical to continuing 
Utah's high-tech economy," said Utah Section 
Manager Pat Malan, N7PAT, who came into office 
on July 1. Malan said prime movers behind the 
grant initiative included Jason Peterson, K7EM; 
Club President Ted McArthur, AC7II, and Club 
Secretary Kevin Reeve, N7RXE. Malan just 
appointed Reeve as the Section Youth Coordinator. 

In July 2019, ARDC announced that it would use the proceeds from its sale of some 4 
million unused consecutive AMPRNet internet addresses to fund its operations and to 
establish a program of grants and scholarships to support communications and 
networking research -- with a strong emphasis on amateur radio. 

Bridgerland ARC has set out an 18-month timeline of proposed activities, which would 
include an Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) contact 
between students in a local school and a member of the ISS crew, hands-on 
workshops to build and launch a high-altitude balloon and amateur radio payload, and 
youth-oriented hands-on operating events. 

"Where local schools do not have the equipment to make this a possibility, the 
Bridgerland Amateur Radio Club is prepared to set up and maintain a portable ground 
station and provide the expertise to help [schools] make ISS contacts." The initiative 
would also provide educational and enjoyable hands-on activities. 

A component of this initiative would include training local radio amateurs to use the 
ground station equipment to prepare them to mentor students and apply the 

necessary skills to help run the activities. 

ARDC has said that it intends to award "a total of 
several million dollars in grants of varied amounts" to 
qualified beneficiaries, to be used in accordance with 
ARDC's mission. Numerous amateur radio 
organizations and projects have benefited from ARDC's 
largesse. In 2021, these included nearly $82,000 to 
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W8EDU at Case Western Reserve University for tower replacement, some $88,400 to 
the Oregon HamWAN backbone project, and $23,600 to ARESLAX, Inc. for 
sophisticated RF interference location equipment. In 2020, the ARRL Foundation 
received a $200,000 scholarship-matching grant. 

 

 

Bouvet Island DXpeditions Are in Planning 
Stages for 2021, 2022, and 2023 

(The ARRL Letter for August 12, 2021) 
Parallel planning is under way by three entities for DXpeditions to Bouvet Island in 
2021, 2022, and 2023. The remote volcanic, glacial sub-Antarctic island in the South 
Atlantic is the second-most-wanted DXCC entity, according to Club Log. In June, the 
Intrepid-DX Group canceled its 3Y0J DXpedition, 
planned for 2023, after the RV Braveheart was 
put up for sale. Not long after, the Intrepid-DX 
Group revived its plans and was seeking a 
suitable vessel. 

On August 8, a DXpedition using the 3Y0J call 
sign announced the signing of a contract with 
the expedition vessel Marama, a 101-foot sailing 
ketch with "a proven track record and 
experienced polar crew." Co-leaders for the 
November 2022 effort are Ken Opskar, LA7GIA; Rune Øye, LA7THA, and Erwann 
Merrien, LB1QI. Opskar, who holds the 3Y0J license, split from the Intrepid-DX Group 
DXpedition effort he headed with co-leader Paul Ewing, N6PSE. 

In a brief announcement on August 3, Ewing had said that a Bouvet DXpedition team 
under "revised leadership" had found "a suitable/affordable vessel willing to take us to 
Bouvet," and was negotiating the terms of that charter contract. Ewing's co-leaders 
would be David Jorgensen, WD5COV, and Kevin Rowett, K6TD. The Intrepid-DX 
Group now must secure a new license and landing permission from the Norwegian 
Polar Institute. 

Meanwhile, Polish radio amateur Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX, says planning continues for a 
second expedition on Bouvet Island in late 2021, using the call sign 3Y0I. "As you 
probably know, our first attempt to reach the island of Bouvet in March 2019 failed," 
Grzyb says on the DXpedition's website. "We were so close -- just 63 nautical miles 
off the shore of Bouvet Island." 
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The reconstituted 3Y0J group under the LA7GIA/LA7THA/LB1QI triumvirate said in its 
August 8 announcement that it planned to begin fundraising "immediately." It would 
field a team of 12 operators for a 20-day stay "around Bouvet." They would set up at 
Cape Fie at the southeastern part of the island, which they called "the only feasible 
part where a DXpedition can safely set up camp on rocky ground; we will not set [up] 
camp on the glacier." 

 

 

Sailing Vessel with Ham Radio History  
Marks 100 Years 

(The ARRL Letter for August 19, 2021) 
The schooner Bowdoin is a century old this year. Now owned by the Maine Maritime 
Academy (MMA) as a training vessel, the ham radio history of the 88-foot (LOA) 
Bowdoin is often neglected. Constructed in Maine specifically for Arctic exploration, 
the vessel relied on amateur radio for communication during explorer Donald B. 
MacMillan's Arctic Expedition of 1923 and on the 
MacMillan-McDonald-Byrd Expedition of 1925 -- 
thanks in part to ARRL co-founder Hiram Percy 
Maxim, W1AW. The venerable vessel, the official 
vessel of the State of Maine and the flagship of 
Maine Maritime Academy's Vessel Operations 
and Technology Program, recently underwent a 
complete hull restoration and refitting and has 
done a little touring to mark its centenary. Its 
home port is Castine, Maine. 

The longwave transmitters MacMillan used on his earlier missions had proved "unable 
to penetrate the screen of the aurora borealis," ARRL historian Michael Marinaro, 
WN1M, explained in his article, "Polar Exploration," in the June 2014 issue of QST. In 
1923, MacMillan turned to ARRL for help in outfitting his next expedition with better 
wireless gear. Marinaro recounted, "It was enthusiastically provided." Maxim and the 
ARRL Board recruited Donald H. Mix, 1TS, of Bristol, Connecticut, to accompany the 
crew as its radio operator. 

M.B. West, an ARRL Board member, designed the gear, which was then built by 
amateurs at his firm, Zenith Electronics. The transmitter operated on the medium-
wave bands of 185, 220, and 300 meters, running 100 W to a pair of Western Electric 
"G" tubes. Earlier exploratory missions had used gear that operated on longwave 
frequencies. The shipboard station on board the Bowdoin was given the call sign WNP 
-- Wireless North Pole. 
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"WNP transmitted weekly 500-word press releases and 
listings of stations worked and heard," Marinaro said. 
"Once received by amateur stations, these reports 
were delivered to local affiliated newspapers of the 
North American Newspaper Alliance; from there, they 
were distributed syndicate-wide by telegraph." 

MacMillan's subsequent attempt at the North Pole 
centered around wireless. The objectives supported by 
the Navy and the National Geographic Society were to 
determine the full capabilities of radio north of the 

auroral belt and to explore the northern reaches by air. The outstanding 
accomplishment of the 1925 expedition was in the sphere of radio. Utilizing 
shortwaves, the expedition was in consistent contact with the outside world 
throughout the journey, to the delight of the amateurs who were able to work them. 
The phenomenal success proved to the Navy that shortwaves were definitely superior 
to the longwaves and ultra longwaves that fleets had been using. 

 

 

WORD TO THE WISE 
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 4, 18, 2021) 

"SPC" or "S/P/C" 

When written in contest descriptions as part of the exchange description, "SPC" 
means "State/Province/Country." Many QSO parties or events divide contacts into "in-
entity" or "out-of-entity" groups, with the in-entity stations providing a county, state, 
or other in-entity identifier. While specific contests rules vary, stations outside of the 
entity provide their State, Province, or Country (or "DX") as appropriate. Examples: 
for the upcoming North American QSO Party, everyone provides their 
"state/DC/province/country," for the Maryland-DC QSO Party on August 14, MDC 
stations send their county, non-MDC stations send SPC. A VE3 station would send 
"Ontario." A W6 in San Francisco would send "CA." DX stations would likely just send 
their prefix, for example a German station would send "DL." 

Meteor Scatter 

A propagation mode that takes advantage of the ionization trails left by 
extraterrestrial debris burning up after entering the Earth's atmosphere. Every day, 
meteor scatter opportunities exist for contacts on 10 meters, 6 meters, and 2 meters 
at distances between 500 to 2300 kilometers, especially during the morning hours. 
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During meteor showers, there may be hundreds of "pings" per hour. WSJT-X's 
MSK144 mode is typically used for meteor scatter communications, though the newer 
shorter-duration Q65-12A mode may see increasing use. To get started, try Parker 
Radio Association's Simple Guide to Meteor Scatter / MSK144. 

 

OPERATING TIP 
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 4, 18, 2021) 

Knowing When To Fold 'Em 

If you've had a good run going, but your rate is dropping, when do you leave the 
frequency? And where do you go? Before you change something, make sure your rate 
really is crummy. Try to use read data: compare this hour of the contest to the same 
hour the last time you did this contest. Or, listen to comparable stations in your 
region on your other VFO to see if their rate is about the same as yours. Ask stations 
you're working if the frequency you're using is clear at their end. Make sure you're 
not switching just because your great rate turned into just a good rate. A good rate is 
just that - good. Before you change something, try to determine if what you're going 
to do next really will provide a better rate. 

Have A Contest Operating Plan 

Be a "conscious contester" for bigger scores. If you're in it to do the best you can, 
make a plan for the times that you operate during the contest period. Make your plan 
in 30 minute or 1-hour intervals, taking into account past instances of this contest, 
the current sun spot cycle, and other factors such as past 3830scores.com reports 
(e.g. "took advantage of a late night opening to Asia on 20 meters") to help you 
decide what bands to be on, where to point your beam, and where to look for needed 
multipliers. Plan to gather more information during the contest to help you make 
decisions. Think of it this way: If you had to write down instructions for someone that 
was operating your station on how to operate in the contest, those directions would 
be the plan. Write the plan down. Consult it during the contest. Take notes as 
necessary to modify it for the next time. Plan to have fun. 
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CONVERSATION 
(The ARRL Contest Update for August 4, 2021) 

 

To Improve It, You Must First Measure It 

To make something better, it's helpful to first establish a baseline of performance 
metrics so that as changes are made, an evaluation can be done as to whether the 
changes helped or not. For example, when trying to improve antennas, using the 
Reverse Beacon Network to compare between two antennas can be helpful, as long as 
the measurements are made in a way that helps minimize the potential effects of 
varying propagation. 

Measurements can also be used to guard against performance degradation. Many 
successful contest stations keep a station notebook where characteristics of various 
station components are tracked and watched for problems. It's better to replace a 
failing piece of coax or get appropriate parts for a piece of gear that is going out of 
spec outside of a contest interval. 

The conventional wisdom is that in order for the radio contesting hobby to continue, it 
is necessary to engage younger amateur radio operators. Effort and resources go into 
attracting youth to enter radio contests, but how do we know it is working? There's 
anecdotal information that certain activities lead to radio contest participation, but for 
any of the large, popular contests, I am not aware that the age of each contester is 
noted nor reported.* 

Now that the North American QSO Parties and CQ World Wide contests are going to 
incentivize under-25 operators to self-report by providing a separate overlay category 
with separated rankings and plaque awards, we have another opportunity to better 
understand how many people are in these categories and to track that information 
over time. Once these numbers can be measured, we'll be better able to improve 
them. 

Since on-line log submittal forms ask for an email address, there is another 
opportunity to better understand new contesters of all ages. To each YOUTH, ROOKIE 
or first-time-in-this-contest-call-sign submitter, contest sponsors could email a small 
survey to find out the activities new participants engaged in (For example: radio 
clubs, online forums, mentoring, previous participation in a multi-op, ham radio camp, 
etc.) that led them to join in the contest. Then, sponsors could use this information to 
make more informed decisions on future potential-new-contester activities. 

*At one time, the FCC did make birth date information available in the dataset of 
amateur radio licensees, but that information is no longer available due to privacy 
concerns.    73, Brian N9ADG 
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Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade 

in The Listening Post 
 
This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have 
for sale, swap or trade.  Listings must be of a non-commercial nature.  Pictures of the 
items can be included.  
 
 
 

Bob, KN4ICG, has the following items for sale. These two items were recently 
purchased and are like new. If interested, call 321-978-1984. 

 

 

MFJ-993B Automatic Antenna Tuner 
asking price: $190. 

MFJ-4225MV Switching Power Supply 
asking price: $75. 

 
 
 
OARC has vacated a storage unit recently and have several items 
FOR SALE that need a new home.  Reach out to jdeuel@oarc.org 
you are interested. 
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This is a Titan DX made by GAP Antenna 
Products. This is a vertical that will do 10 
through 75 meters. 
http://gapantenna.com/shop/antennas/tit
an-dx/ 
 
There is some minor damage to one of the 
ground support radial poles that has been 
repaired. It is not great from a cosmetic 
point, but functional. The suggested retail 
is $499.95. Asking price is $200. 
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There are two Hustler 5-BTV, 10 meter 
through 80 meter, verticals for sale. One 
is an older version and the other is newer. 
https://www.hamradio.com/detail.cfm?pid
=H0-003357 
The price today is about $230.  
  
The older Hustler 5-BTV version (left), 
asking $75. The newer model (right), $90. 
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This is a Cushcraft MA5V vertical 10 
through 20 meter vertical that sells in 
today’s market for $359.95. 
http://www.hampedia.net/antennas/cushc
raft/ma5v.php     
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh
-ma5va  
Asking $100. 
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For sale is a 20 meter band 3-element 
yagi made by Hy-Gain, model LJ-203BA. 
https://mfjenterprises.com/products/lj-
203ba  Today’s price is $399.95.  
It comes with a pvc pipe with caps for 
storage. This was a field day antenna that 
was used at least three times I think and 
stored in the pvc tube when not in use.  
 
Asking $200. The picture shows the 
manual, but the pvc tube (just to the right 
of the manual) was not unpacked. The 
antenna is in that tube. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are three Hex Beams for sale on 
three bands. The company is no longer in 
business, and I really can’t put a price on 
them. Most today are multi band and go 
for $900.  So I guess $150 per band? 
This is a link to an 11m Hex Beam as an 
example, 
https://www.radiowavz.com/product/senti
nel-hex-beam-11-m-single-band/85  
 
10 Meters (left) – asking $50 
15 Meters (center) – asking $50 
20 Meters (right) – asking $60 and needs 
some work, but functional. 
We have them, but they are still in the 
packages that houses them for storage.  
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This antenna is believed to a 10 meter 3 
element beam. I don’t know who makes 
it. My guess it is Cushcraft, 
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/cus
hcraft/products/ten-3  
(Please ignore the gas cans) 
 
It is a little weathered 
Asking $45 

 
  
 
 
 
OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC 
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate. 
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted. 
 
Be sure to include your full name, call, and contact information, along with an exact 
description of the item. 
 
Send your amateur radio related items by email directly to: James Deuel, 
N0XIA, jdeuel@oarc.org in the following format: 
 
Name, Callsign, Contact information (phone number and/or e-mail address) 
Item #1:  (Description)  Asking price:  $ 
Item #2:  (Description)  Asking price: $ 
Or 
Looking for (description) and willing to pay up to $ 
 
Any item received after the 20th of the month will not be included in the next 
month’s issue of The Listening Post newsletter. 
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Remember - KB4UT, Wayne Nelson’s Trader Net held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM, 
on the KB4UT 146.760 repeater 
 
If you don’t hear what you want on the net, check The Listening Post.  
 
 

New ARRL Memberships and ARRL Renewal 
Memberships 

 

OARC is an ARRL Affiliated Club and can receive a commission for every new ARRL 
membership and renewal we submit to ARRL Headquarters. 

For each regular ARRL membership (never been a member of ARRL or any individual 
who has lapsed membership of two years or more) or regular ARRL Renewal (can 
renew at any time, even before their current membership term expires. 

Family, Blind or 21-and-under discounted memberships are not applicable for any 
discount. 

May not be combined with any other promotion or special offer. 

Pick up an application from Rick Peron KM4KQQ an any meeting. 

 

Weekly Radio Network Meetings 

Mon @ 20:00 147.090 
Seminole ARES Net – Except – First Monday of 
the month (146.460 Simplex) 

Tues @ 19:00 145.350 Osceola ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:30 147.195 Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Tues @ 20:00 146.760 Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net 

Wed @ 19:00 147.300 Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service 

Wed @ 21:00 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

Thur @ 19:00 443.050 Orange County ARES Net 

Thur @ 20:30 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 
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OARC Meetings and Events 2021 - 2022  
September 1, Wednesday 

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
YouTube Live! and Zoom 

October 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

November 3, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

December 1, Wednesday No Club Meeting 

December 4, Saturday Holiday Party 

Happy New Year --- 2022 --- 

January 5, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

February 2, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

February 11 - 13 HamCation® 2022 

March 16, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

April 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

May 4, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

June 1, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

June 25-26 ARRL Field Day  

July 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

August 3, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

September 7, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

October 5, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

November 2, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

December 1, Saturday Holiday Party 
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Make checks payable to: 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club 

 
Mail to: 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club 
Post Office Box 574962 

Orlando FL 32857 
         
         
To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Rates:  Regular    [  ] 1 year $15.00   [  ] 3 years $40.00  [  ]  6 years $75.00  
 
Rates:  Family      [  ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18 
 
Rates:  Associate [  ] 1 year $15.00         Dues Total: __________ 
 
 
 
All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid. 
 
 
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
     Are you an ARRL Member:  [  ]  Yes     [  ]  No 
 
 
 

OARC Membership Application 

 
Date: __/ __/20__     [  ] Regular Member   [  ] Family Member [  ] Associate Member 
                                [  ] New Membership  [  ] Renewal   [  ] CMP    
 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Call _______________  Class ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip  ______________ 
 
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Home) Phone:  ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________ 

 
Name Badges:      White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.    
 
[  ]  Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Call ______________   
 
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
 
Shipping & Handling:  [  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
 
           Badges ________  S&H _________ Total ___________ 
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HAMCATION® COMMERCIAL VENDORS 

 

 

WWW.HAMCATION.COM 

 

Company Website 
NEX-GEN Custom Hot Spots https://hamradio1.com/  

Signman of Baton Rouge https://www.thesignman.com/  

RT Systems https://www.rtsystemsinc.com/  

NorthWest Digital http://nwdigitalradio.com/  

Expert Linears https://www.expertlinears.com/  

TN07 Engineering https://tn07.com/  

Times Microwave https://www.timesmicrowave.com/  

ABR Industries LLC https://abrind.com/  

Ham Radio Outlet https://www.hamradio.com/  

Mastrant https://www.mastrant.com/  

Heil Sound https://heilsound.com/  

Giga Parts https://www.gigaparts.com/  

M2 Antenna https://www.m2inc.com/ 

W2IHY Technologies https://w2ihy.com/  

Peet Brothers https://www.peetbros.com/shop/  

Tornado Alert https://tornadoalert.com/  

Information Station Specialist https://www.theradiosource.com/  

The Wireman Inc https://thewireman.com/  

Ham Radio Deluxe https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/  

Aluma Tower https://www.alumatower.com/  

Cable Experts http://www.cablexperts.com/  

Arlan Communications http://www.arlancommunications.com/  

Wolf River Coils https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/  

QuickSilver https://www.qsradio.com/  

Tower Electronics http://www.pl-259.com/ 

Vibroplex http://www.vibroplex.com/  

Comet Antenna https://cometantenna.com/  

WB0W https://www.wb0w.com/ 

Diamond Antennas https://www.diamondantenna.net/  

Batteries America https://batteriesamerica.com/  
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HAMCATION® COMMERCIAL VENDORS 

 

WWW.HAMCATION.COM 

 
 
 

Company Website 
Bridgecomm Systems https://www.bridgecomsystems.com/  

Buddipole https://www.buddipole.com/  

Gifts 4 HAMS https://www.gifts4hams.com/  

RadioWavz https://www.radiowavz.com/  

N3ZN Keys https://www.n3znkeys.com/  

West Mountain Radio http://www.westmountainradio.com/  

SteppIR https://www.steppir.com/  

JT Communications https://www.jtcomms.com/  

Yaesu USA https://www.yaesu.com/  

Elecraft https://elecraft.com/ 

Alpha Antenna https://alphaantenna.com/  

R&L Electronics http://www.randl.com/  

JVC Kenwood https://www.kenwood.com/usa/com/  

M&P Coax https://messi.it/en  

CushCraft Antennas https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/cushcraft  

Mirage Amps https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/mirage  

Hygain Antennas https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/hy-gain  

Ameritron Amps https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/ameritron  

MFJ Enterprises https://mfjenterprises.com/  

Flex Radio https://www.flexradio.com/  

EZ Hang https://www.ezhang.com/  

Elad https://shop.elad-usa.com/  

Green Heron Engineering https://www.greenheronengineering.com/  

Icom America https://www.icomamerica.com/en/  

Ham World Inc https://hamworldinc.com/  

Gold Medal Ideas https://www.goldmedalideas.com/  

ULTIMAX ANTENNA https://ultimax-antennas.com/  

Shack in a Box https://shack-in-a-box.com/  

Hamsource https://www.hamsource.com/  

Rfinder LLC https://rfinder.shop/  



Member Advertisements 
For OARC members only, send your business size ad to: 

LP_ads@OARC.org 
Just $10 for 12 months! 
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