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From the President’s Desk (Continued from Previous Page)
Our February meeting will be at the Central Florida Fairgrounds on Wednesday
February 2, 2022. The meeting will begin at 7:30pm. We will be holding our second
test session this coming month using the new electronic format, using tablets with
Exam Tools. Last month we had a record 23 people take the test. After our VE team
processed the exam session and sent it electronically, everyone who passed their test
that night had their license and upgrades in a record 2 hours. Of course, we do not
know if it will be this quick every month.
This month’s presentation will be on “How to comply with FCC RF-Exposure Rules”
with Ed Hare, W1RFI. Ed is the ARRL Laboratory Manager. Ed’s area of expertise is
in EMC, RF Safety, Servicing Equipment, QRP, HF mobile, & CW. Ed represents
Amateur Radio on various industry committees and working groups.
Surprisingly, I received a couple of inquiries about Winter Field Day (WFD) from
members this past week. First let me say that WFD would be my preferred Field Day
to participate in. After all, June in Florida can be brutal. Turns out, this past weekend
was cold for Florida this year. However, I would still prefer WFD. Unfortunately, I’m
unable to take the time in coordinating WFD because of HamCation so soon
afterwards. But that does not mean we as a club could not be involved in WFD. If
you are interested in looking into coordinating WFD for 2023 for OARC, please let me
know. I think it will be fun to do. This can be as big or as small as you want to make
it. The idea is just to get out and participate. Which leads me to my next
comment………
The Board of Directors will be looking into plans for ARRL Field Day coming up in
June. To help the Board plan, I created a simple one question survey on Survey
Monkey. This survey simply asks if you plan on participating in Field Day this year.
Please do not email me your answers, as they will likely just get lost in my inbox right
now. Please follow this link to complete the extremely short (30 seconds) survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VDPKFDB No data other than your “yes” or “no”
answer will be collected. You will remain anonymous. Depending on the results,
another survey may follow. Please take the time to fill out the survey. We, the
Board, are trying to get a feel of the membership on making plans for future events.
HamCation® by far is the largest event OARC sponsors and coordinates. However,
this year we have been struggling with the recruitment of volunteers to assist with
HamCation®. If you have already volunteered, Thank You! Your time and dedication
are greatly appreciated. If you have not volunteered yet, there is still time. Just by
volunteering for a four-hour shift, you will be given one admission ticket to
HamCation®. Four Hours!! Volunteering for four hours will save you $20, the current
admission cost. If you are new to the club, HamCation ® is the second largest Amateur
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Radio Tradeshow, both in the US and the World. We are only second to Hamvention
in Xenia Ohio. In 2020, our last show, we had over 24,300 in attendance over the 3day event. This year, it is the ARRL National Convention and HamCation ®’s 75th
Anniversary. This is a huge milestone. For multiple reasons, this year’s advance
ticket sales have surpassed our shows 2020 advance ticket sales. All indications at
this time are showing that 2022 will be a banner year.
Back to our new members, if you are excited about Amateur Radio, or eager to learn
about Amateur Radio, and want to see the latest and greatest in Amateur Radio then
you want to be at HamCation®. Even if you volunteer every day, you will still have
time to see HamCation®. There are lots of educational forums that take place on
Friday and Saturday. The Who’s Who in Amateur Radio attend HamCation ®. ARRL
will have over 75 people in attendance to include the President and CEO.
Volunteering starts at the Central Florida Fairgrounds on Tuesday. We wrap
everything up Sunday afternoon. Can you spare 4 hours during one of those 6 days?
If you have a strong back and can climb in and out of a truck, we load a large box
truck on Monday in preparation of setting up on Tuesday at the Fairgrounds.
Our largest need is in Security currently. Do not worry, you are not going to be asked
to chase anyone or play policeman. Security is there to be “eyes and ears” for
HamCation®. As the famous saying goes now, “See something, Say something”.
If you have covid concerns, we have lots of area’s that need help either outside or on
setup and tear down days. OARC has over 4,000 mask available for visitors and
volunteers. (After two years, most people have their own mask now, but we’ll have
some available) over 20 gallons of hand sanitizer, and 5 gallons of anti-viral surface
cleaners that will be used to keep the Volunteer Lounge sanitized.
In addition to a free ticket for four hours of volunteer work, if you work at least 8
hours in one day, we will provide you with a meal ticket so that you can get a meal
from the Volunteer Lounge. Plus, we will have beverages and snacks available
throughout the day. If your diabetic like me, a snack between meals means a lot.
Ana, KM4JVE, and Christy, KN4MDM. take their positions seriously and make sure that
our volunteers are taken care of.
73

John Knott, N4JTK
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February Meeting Information
The February meeting of the Orlando Amateur Radio Club will be on Wednesday
February 2, 2022. It will be held in the Craft Building at the Central Florida
Fairgrounds, 4603 West Colonial Dr, Orlando FL 32808. This will be the week before
HamCation®. Hope you will consider being at the meeting in person. All indicators
for COVID are looking good. Positivity rate is declining. If you wish, wear a mask;
several of us will be wearing a mask too.
The meeting will begin at 7:30pm. There is an Amateur Radio Test Session at the
same location at 5:30pm. Take the Technician Class, General Class, and/or Extra
Class exams. For more information, go to www.oarc.org/events-ve-testing
The Craft Building is where the gold star is on the map on the next page. Please
enter/exit the fairgrounds at the East gate (green starburst) and please park in one of
the two fields with the green check marks.

The Listening Post 4

HamCation® Chairman News
(By Michael Cauley, W4ORL)

Please read the President’s Message again. We need more volunteers to help make
this 75th HamCation® event even more successful.
We start setting up at the Fairgrounds the Tuesday before HamCation ® weekend.
That means you can volunteer Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday for at least 4
hours and still get a free admission ticket to HamCation ®. Plus, keep track of your
hours that you volunteer for HamCation® and choose a 501c3 organization (including
ham clubs) that you want to donate your hours to. After HamCation ® is over,
HamCation® will provide a donation to your 501c3 organization for the total hours you
volunteered. It is a win for you and a win of the 501c3 of your choice!
Look at www.HamCation.com/hamcation-volunteer. This is where you can sign up to
be a volunteer. If you don’t know which area you want to volunteer for, look for the
Volunteer Position descriptions just above the form in the blue links.
73,
Michael Cauley, W4ORL
2022 HamCation® General Chairman
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Orlando Amateur Radio Club Needs Volunteers
to Staff the OARC Booth
(By Rick Peron, KM4KQQ)

OARC will have a booth next year at HamCation 2022 for the first time and we are
looking for 10 - 12 members to help set up and staff the table each day.
We will set up in the main exposition hall on Thursday, Feb 10th around 2:00 PM for
maybe an hour and we need volunteers to help with that.
Nothing heavy, just the table, backdrop, setting the printed materials out, power
hookups and making sure the Wi-Fi connection is good to the payment tablets, etc.
The booth will be staffed by a minimum of 2 people on 2 shifts each: Fri and Sat,
8:45 AM - 12:45 pm and 12:45 PM - 5:15 PM, and on Sun 8:45 AM to 2:30 PM.
If you would like to help, send an email to Membership@oarc.org with your name,
contact e-mail and phone number, and which shift you would be willing to volunteer.
If you work the booth for 4 hours, you will get a free entry ticket to HamCation and if
you work 8 hours in a day, we will gladly feed you in the Volunteers’ Lounge.
This will be our moment to shine, bring more people into the club and have fun at the
same time.

Dick Fyjlstra, PA0DFN, is 2022 Carole Perry
Educator of the Year
(The ARRL Letter for January 13, 2022)

The Orlando HamCation has announced that Dick Fyjlstra, PA0DFN, is the 2022
recipient of the Carole Perry Educator of the Year Award. The award recognizes an
outstanding contribution to education and advancing youth in
amateur radio. It was first awarded in 2018 to its namesake,
Carole Perry, WB2MGP, to recognize her work in teaching
students about ham radio. Orlando HamCation and ARRL are
sponsoring the 2022 ARRL National Convention, February 10 13. Perry is a past Dayton Hamvention ® Amateur of the Year
and a recipient of the ARRL Instructor of the Year Award. She
has moderated the Hamvention® Youth Forum for more than 3
decades.
Fyjlstra is the first international winner of the Carole Perry
Educator of the Year Award. A retired school principal, he has
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worked for years to reach out to youth with the latest technology to ham radio. At
ham radio events, he helps groups of youngsters in building electronic projects,
guiding groups of other hams to assist them to finish the projects correctly.
He also has organized international school projects, including the Communication
Helps International Progress (CHIP) program, with participating schools throughout
Europe.
Fyjlstra is the Netherlands' International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) member-society
VERON's Region 1 Amateur Radio Direction Finding Committee (ARDF) Working Group
member. It focuses on the European Youth ARDF Championships on transmitter
hunting activities and competitions. Fyjlstra also of very active in ARDF. -- Thanks to
HamCation

IARU Region 2 Executive Committee
Issues Upbeat Seasonal Message
(The ARRL Letter for December 30,2021)

International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 2 Secretary George
Gorsline, VE3YV, has issued a year-end message on behalf of the
Executive Committee.
"A bright spot in an otherwise challenging year is that our shared passion
of amateur radio is growing stronger," Gorsline wrote. "The increase in
on-the-air activity has been noticeable, especially on the HF bands.
Driven by reawakening solar activity and the rapid adoption of digital
modes, such as FT8, the bands are active -- not just during evenings and
weekends, but also during normal working hours, where more than a few
of us have been known to be in video conference calls while making
QSOs.
Growth in activity and participation has not been limited to the HF bands. Use of VHF
and UHF has also increased, not just for local nets, but especially interest in satellite
operations."
Gorsline said that the use of "virtual learning" has allowed many IARU membersocieties and affiliated clubs to conduct licensing classes and exams. "Attracting new
and younger amateurs is our future," said Gorsline. "For 2022, the challenge to all of
us is to not only enjoy our hobby, but to also share it with someone new."
Gorsline challenged members of the amateur community to "introduce someone to
the many possibilities of amateur radio."
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New Low-Power Limit for ARRL HF Contests
Goes into Effect on January 1, 2022
(The ARRL Letter for December 31, 2021)

ARRL has set a new standard for what counts as low
power for ARRL-sponsored HF contests. The new limit is
100 W, which is down from the 150 W limit that has
been permitted in some events, including the ARRL
November Sweepstakes.
With the exception of ARRL Field Day, this change goes
into effect on January 1, 2022, for all ARRL-sponsored
HF contests, as well as the IARU HF World
Championship.
This change has been implemented to standardize low-power categories within the
contesting community. However, on a more practical level, the typical modern HF
transceiver has a maximum power output of 100 W.

ARRL to Oppose Forest Service Administrative
Fees for Amateur Radio Facilities
(The ARRL Letter for December 31, 2021)

The US Forest Service is proposing to implement a statutorily required annual fee for
new and existing communications use authorizations to cover the costs of
administering its authorization program. ARRL plans to vigorously oppose the
imposition of the proposed fees on amateur radio.
The Forest Service proposal results from requirements set forth in the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (aka "the Farm Bill"). Specifically, section
8705(c)(3)(b) of the Farm Bill directs the Forest Service to issue
regulations that require fees for issuing communications use
authorizations based on the cost to the Agency for maintenance or
other activities to be performed by the Agency "as a result of the
location or modification of a communications facility."
The Forest Service is responsible for managing Federal lands and
authorizes the use and occupancy of National Forest System (NFS)
lands for communications facilities that provide communications
services for adjacent rural and urban communities. The Agency said in
its proposal that it administers more than 3,700 special use
authorizations on NFS lands for infrastructure that supports more than
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10,000 wireless communications uses at 1,367 communications sites.
According to the Forest Service Notice published in the December 22, 2021 issue of
the Federal Register, revenues from the proposed fee, "would provide the funds
necessary to support a more modernized, efficient, and enhanced communications
use program," and will "cover the costs of administering the Agency's communications
use program." Costs, as laid out in section 8705(f)(4) of the Farm Bill, may include
expenditures for such things as "on-site reviews of communications sites, developing
communications site management plans, hiring and training personnel for the
communications use program, conducting internal and external outreach for and
national oversight of the communications use program, and obtaining or improving
access to communications sites on NFS lands."
ARRL encourages amateur radio licensees to file comments opposing the imposition of
the proposed administrative fee on amateur radio users. Comments must be received
in writing by no later than February 22, 2022. Comments may be submitted online at
the Federal Rulemaking Portal or via USPS mail to Director, Lands & Realty
Management Staff, 201 14th Street SW, Washington, DC 20250-1124, and must
include the identifier "RIN 0596-AD44."

ARRL Foundation Grants First-Year Funding
for ARISS *STAR* Keith Pugh Initiative
(The ARRL Letter for January 6,2022)

A $47,533 ARRL Foundation grant will fund the initial phase of the Amateur Radio on
the International Space Station (ARISSâ USA) *STAR* Keith Pugh Memoriam Project.
*STAR*, which stands for Space Telerobotics using Amateur Radio, honors the
memory of Keith Pugh, W5IU, a highly respected member of the ARISS team who
died in 2019. ARISS arranges live question-and-answer sessions via ham radio
between International Space Station (ISS) crew members and students. A long-time
and enthusiastic supporter of ARISS, Pugh was a star ARISS technical mentor,
assisting schools with ARISS contacts, encouraging interest in ARISS among
educators, and visiting schools to teach students
about wireless radio technology. One goal of
ARISS is to engage students in science,
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics
(STEAM) subjects.
The ARISS *STAR* Project is a new educational
initiative that will enable US junior and senior
high school groups to remotely control robots via ham radio through digital APRS
(Automatic Packet Reporting System) commands. Year 1 will focus on systems
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development and initial validation of ARISS *STAR*, and year 2 will focus on
evaluation and final validation.
Systems development and evaluation will be led by university staff and students who
will undertake hands-on wireless and telerobotics lesson development, learn about
amateur radio, and support *STAR* engineering hardware and software development.
Next, youth teams will be selected to experiment and critique *STAR* telerobotics
scenarios in closed courses. In the process, ARISS will encourage students to prepare
for and earn an FCC amateur radio license, enabling them to use ham radio to learn
and practice concepts in radio technology and radio communication.
ARISS-USA Executive Director Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, praised the ARRL Foundation
for its generosity. "ARISS team member Keith Pugh, W5IU, poured his energy into
inspiring, engaging, and educating youth in space and in amateur radio endeavors,"
Bauer said. "What better way to honor Keith than through the ARISS *STAR*
initiative. We thank the ARRL Foundation for its vision to move this initiative forward.
Maybe someday one of our ARISS *STAR* students will use their telerobotics skills to
control scientific rovers on the moon or Mars!"
Over the past 2 decades, more than 1,400 ARISS contacts have connected more than
1 million youth with the ISS using amateur radio, with millions more watching and
learning.
The overarching goals for *STAR* are to improve and
sustain ARISS STEAM educational outcomes. Robotics is
gaining popularity among youth and adults alike, and
telerobotics adds a wireless accent to robotic control. This
will expand ARISS's educational dimension to attract the
attention of more groups, students, and educators -outreach that promises to attract new audiences.
The ARRL Foundation was established in 1973, to advance
the art, science, and social benefits of the Amateur Radio
Service by awarding financial grants and scholarships to individuals and organizations
that support their charitable, educational, and scientific efforts.
ARISS is a cooperative venture of international amateur radio societies and space
agencies that support the ISS. US sponsors include ARRL, the Radio Amateur Satellite
Corporation (AMSAT), the ISS National Labâ Space Station Explorers, and NASA's
Space Communications and Navigation program (SCaN). The primary goal of ARISS is
to promote exploration of science, technology, engineering, the arts, and
mathematics topics.
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ARRL Welcomes New Director of
Emergency Management
(The ARRL Letter for January 6,2022)

ARRL has announced the hiring of Josh Johnston, KE5MHV, into the
role of Director of Emergency Management. Johnston is from Ozone,
Arkansas, and comes to ARRL with 16 years of experience as the
Director of Johnson County (Arkansas) Department of Emergency
Management. He holds an Extra-class amateur radio license and is an
ARES® Emergency Coordinator, Volunteer Examiner, and ARRLregistered Instructor. Johnston is also certified in FEMA NIMS and is a
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) AUXCOMM
Communications Unit Leader. He holds a bachelor's degree in
emergency administration and management from Arkansas Tech
University.
"I am happy to welcome Josh to the ARRL staff and to add his talent and knowledge
to our team," said ARRL CEO David Minster, NA2AA. "His contribution will help ARRL
continue to support our dedicated volunteers of the Amateur Radio Emergency
Service®, improve opportunities for training, and advance our relationships
throughout the EmComm community."
With extensive experience in inter-agency cooperation and planning, Johnston is well
versed in the different aspects of emergency management and leading both
professional and volunteer operators. He has experience in communications planning
and execution in the field and at the local and state level. As an Arkansas Master
Certified Emergency Manager and past Board Member of Arkansas Emergency
Management Association, where he served as president for 2 years, Johnston has
experience working with government and agency representatives as well as boots on
the ground in the field.
Johnston will be based at ARRL's headquarters in Newington, Connecticut, working
with staff and member-volunteers, and coordinating with the ARRL Board's new
Emergency Communications and Field Services Committee (EC-FSC).
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Youth on the Air Camp to Return in June
(The ARRL Letter for January 6,2022)

After a successful pilot camp program in 2021, the next Youth on the Air for the
Americas camp has been set for June 12 - 17, 2022. The camp will return to the
National Voice of America Museum of Broadcasting in West Chester Township, Ohio.
The application period will open online February 11. Eligible participants are amateur
radio operators between ages 15 and 25. A total of 30 campers will be accepted.
Some of the 30 spots will be reserved for campers who reside outside of the US but
do reside in the Americas. Priority will be given to first-time attendees. Returning
attendees will serve as camp leaders.
"We know that changes in the COVID-19 pandemic status between now and June will
have an impact on hosting the camp," said Youth on the Air camp Director Neil Rapp,
WB9VPG. "Should we not be able to host the camp or need to reschedule, we will let
everyone know with as much notice as possible.
Beginning in 2022, the camp will alternate as much as possible each year between
June and July. Rapp says the camp planning working group acknowledges that
avoiding all scheduling conflicts is not possible but hopes that alternating months will
provide some diversity with school schedules, extracurricular activities, and major
ham radio events.
Beginning in 2023, the location of the camp will rotate to various locations within the
Americas. A system will be
announced in which IARU membersocieties and clubs will bid to serve
as host of the region-wide camp.
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Growing Number of Operators Completing
WAS on 222 MHz
(The ARRL Letter for January 13, 2022)

Until very recently, it had been some 35 years since the most recent Worked All
States (WAS) was awarded on 1.25 meters. Former ARRL President Joel Harrison,
W5ZN, in Arkansas; Marshall Williams, K5QE, in Texas, and John Swiniarski, K1OR, in
New Hampshire stand at the vanguard of a new generation of VHF enthusiasts aiming
at earning the Worked All States (WAS) Award on 222 MHz (1.25 meters). Harrison
was issued WAS #11 on 1.25 meters on December 27, 2021, while Williams was
issued WAS #12 on January 11, 2022, and Swiniarski
was issued WAS #13 on January 12.
"Since the 1980s, a combination of the old guard and a
new group have been pursuing this quest," ARRL
Radiosport Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, said. Harrison
worked Tom Worthington, NH6Y, in Hawaii, for his 50th
state, while Williams followed close behind, working
James Colson, K7KQA, operating EME portable from
Oregon, for his 50th state.
Other stations that have recently worked 50 states and
waiting on the last confirmations include K1WHS and
WA4NJP. N9HF and N0AKC are nipping at their heels. No
activity on 1.25 meters was available in some of the last
few needed states, and portable operations by KA6U,
KB7Q, K7KQA, and N7GP made contacts possible.

W5ZN's 220 MHz array.
"Congratulations to [the recent award recipients], and to [Joel Harrison, W5ZN,
all those VHF+ state chasers -- and to the many
photo]
activators of rare 222 MHz states -- on their
achievements in this continuing quest for 222 MHz Worked All States," Jahnke said.
In 1988, when the FCC reallocated the lower portion (220 - 222 MHz) of the 1.25meter band to the federal government and Land Mobile Service, amateur activity on
the band stalled, while adjustments were made to equipment and band plans. During
the past several years, so-called "weak-signal" activity, especially EME, has increased
on the band with a renewed interest from existing and new band users.
Amateurs interested in staying abreast of 222 MHz activity can follow the fun on the
222 MHz Activity Reflector.
Harrison, Charlie Betz, N0AKC, and Al Ward, W5LUA, have written an article, "The
Quest for 222 MHz WAS," which contains tables, maps, and details on the
propagation, locations, and equipment that made their operations possible. Ward was
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among the initial 10 WAS recipients for 1.25 meters. Plans call for the paper to be
presented and published by the Central States VHF Society Conference in La Crosse,
Wisconsin, July 29 - 30 and at other conferences. Harrison said, the paper also has
"lots of history in it about the 1.25-meter band, the original 10, and the group now in
the hunt along with ongoing 'roving' efforts of KB7Q and KA6U."

A new Technician Question Pool will become
effective on July 1
(The ARRL Letter for January 6, 2022)

The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner
Coordinators (NCVEC) Question Pool Committee (QPC) has
released the 2022 - 2026 Technician Class FCC Element 2
NCVEC Question Pool Syllabus & Question Pool into the public domain. It's available
as a Word document or PDF. The three graphics required for the new Technician
question pool are available within the documents, or separately as PDF or JPG files.
The new pool incorporates some significant changes compared to the 2018 - 2022
pool. Its 257 questions were modified slightly to improve wording or to replace
distractors; 51 new questions were generated, and 62 questions were eliminated. This
resulted in a reduction of 11 questions, bringing the total number of questions in the
pool from 423 to 412. The difficulty level of the questions is now more balanced, and
the techniques and practices addressed have been updated. The new 2022 - 2026
question pool is effective July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2026, and must be used for
Technician-class license exams administered on or after July 1, 2022. -- Thanks to
NCVEC Question Pool Committee

The WSJT development group has released a
"bug-fix" update of WSJT-X -- version 2.5.4
(The ARRL Letter for January 6, 2022)
The primary fix repairs a defect that caused occasional crashes when contacting
stations with non-standard call signs. It also allows MAP65's "best-fit Delta Phi (Dphi)"
solution to be displayed to the user. The WSJT development group has welcomed new
members Chet Fennell, KG4IYS, and Dr. Uwe Risse, DG2YCB. "Each brings important
skills and experience[s] to the project, after the loss of Bill Somerville, G4WJS," said
Joe Taylor, K1JT, on behalf of the group. "The newly constituted group has been
working to redefine standard operating procedures for new releases." Installation
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packages for WSJT-X are available for Windows and Linux. An installation package for
macOS will be added soon.

WORD TO THE WISE
(The ARRL Contest Update for January 6, January 19, 2022)

Reverse Beacon Network
Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) is an internet-based network of dedicated wide-band
receivers around the world that decode CW signals in real time and generate "spots"
that contain frequency, signal strength, and other information. The effect is that of a
traditional beacon in reverse -- instead of checking propagation by tuning one's
receiver to a transmitting beacon at a particular frequency, one merely transmits
(usually by calling CQ on CW) while connected to a RBN to see which of the receivers
on the network hears you.
Exchange
The information to be transmitted and received over the air in a contest. Each contest
has its own specific exchange that must be included in the log submitted to the
contest's sponsor. The exchange often includes your call sign, but often includes a
sequence number, general location indicator, or signal report. It's always best to
check the rules of the specific contest to make sure you know what the exchange is.

OPERATING TIP
(The ARRL Contest Update for January 6, January 19, 2022)

It's Okay to Use Visual Aids
When using a club call sign, or when you're in a phone contest with an unfamiliar or
complicated exchange, it's okay to write the call sign and exchange on a piece of
paper to reference during the contest. Use painter's tape to stick it to the computer
monitor just under the screen. Low-tech, effective, and easy to update.
What is a Valid QSO?
Bob Witte, K0NR, shared an article on his web site - What is a Valid QSO? The article
begins by explaining what makes up the elements required for a valid QSO. The
article then looks into specific contest, weak signal, and digital mode QSOs and the
challenges that each present in acknowledging that the QSO information has been
properly exchanged.
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CONVERSATION
(The ARRL Contest Update for September 29, 2021)

Recently, I had reached out to contest clubs to share their stories of how they were
actively seeking to increase participation in contests and encourage younger
contesters.
Scott, N3FJP, shared what the Northeast Maryland Amateur Radio Contest Society,
has been doing to encourage growth of their club. The club creates a very positive
environment where every QSO is valued. Even if new members only make a handful
of QSOs, club members make sure to let them know that their participation is
welcomed and appreciated.
The club offers a virtual clubhouse where members can find technical assistance,
encouragement, and a real time scoreboard to keep members engaged. Members are
also able to communicate with each other in real-time via an online chat room. They
view their contest participation not only as an individual, but also as a group event for
the whole club. The online scoreboard/leaderboard makes it very easy and fun for
members to encourage each other, while simultaneously having fun chasing each
other up and down the leaderboard.
The club also has other awards and recognitions, such as their medalist awards for
reaching a certain number of QSOs in a contest
weekend: www.nemarc.org/medalists.html. The approach is resonating with new
contesters as well as established contesters.
You can read more about what the club is doing at
www.n3fjp.com/help/clubcontesting.html. The information at that link includes an
article from the August 2016 issue of QST that outlines their strategy and approach.
73, Paul, N1SFE
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Christmas Party
Photos
The Venue
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The Arrivals
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The Camaraderie and Fellowship
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The Food
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The Desserts
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The Awards
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The Door Prizes
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The Toys

---The End ---
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Swap/Shop/Sell/Trade
in The Listening Post
This is the opportunity for you to list your amateur radio related items you either have
for sale, swap or trade. Listings must be of a non-commercial nature. Pictures of the
items can be included.

OARC has vacated a storage unit recently and have several items
FOR SALE that need a new home. Reach out to jdeuel@oarc.org
you are interested.

This is a Cushcraft MA5V vertical 10
through 20 meter vertical that sells in
today’s market for $359.95.
http://www.hampedia.net/antennas/cushc
raft/ma5v.php
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh
-ma5va
Asking $100.
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For sale is a 20 meter band 3-element
yagi made by Hy-Gain, model LJ-203BA.
https://mfjenterprises.com/products/lj203ba Today’s price is $399.95.
It comes with a pvc pipe with caps for
storage. This was a field day antenna that
was used at least three times I think and
stored in the pvc tube when not in use.
Asking $200. The picture shows the
manual, but the pvc tube (just to the right
of the manual) was not unpacked. The
antenna is in that tube.

There are three Hex Beams for sale on
three bands. The company is no longer in
business, and I really can’t put a price on
them. Most today are multi band and go
for $900. So I guess $150 per band?
This is a link to an 11m Hex Beam as an
example,
https://www.radiowavz.com/product/senti
nel-hex-beam-11-m-single-band/85
10 Meters (left) – asking $50
15 Meters (center) – asking $50
20 Meters (right) – asking $60 and needs
some work, but functional.
We have them, but they are still in the
packages that houses them for storage.
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This antenna is believed to a 10 meter 3
element beam. I don’t know who makes
it. My guess it is Cushcraft,
https://mfjenterprises.com/collections/cus
hcraft/products/ten-3
(Please ignore the gas cans)
It is a little weathered
Asking $45
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Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 913-5717, rusty.trowels@gmail.com

Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 913-5717, rusty.trowels@gmail.com

Item #1: G5RV (New)

Item #2: Cushcraft A3S multi-band three element beam
antenna. Used three months; stored in attic for several years.
Weighs 27 pounds has a 15.5’ turning radius and offers 4.36
sq.ft. wind surface area. Additional details can be seen at:
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/csh-a3s

The G5RV antenna measures only 102 feet across the top for 80
meter - 6 meter operation. It is fed at the center through a low
loss 450 ohm twin lead feed-stub. The interaction between the
radiating section and the feed-stub makes the G5RV usually easy
to match on all-bands from 80 meters through 6 meters with
good antenna tuner. (An antenna tuner is required to make this
antenna work on multiple bands).

Asking price: $300.

Asking price: $50.

Ed Thralls, NE4H, 407 913-5717, rusty.trowels@gmail.com
Item #3: 80-10 Off Center Fed Windom (Used)
Off Center Fed (OCF) Windom Dipole Antenna for 80, 40, 20, 15, 10M. The (OCF) Windom is an off center fed (OCF) dipole
antenna that exhibits outstanding performance on multiple bands typically without a tuner. The (OCF) Windom is ideal for those
of you who do not use a tower and beam).
Asking price: $50
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OARC will not be responsible for any claims that are made in the listings. OARC
reserves the right to reject a submitted item if it is deemed to be inappropriate.
A listing will not be repeated from month to month unless it is resubmitted.
Be sure to include your full name, call, and contact information, along with an exact
description of the item.
Send your amateur radio related items by email directly to: James Deuel,
N0XIA, jdeuel@oarc.org in the following format:
Name, Callsign, Contact information (phone number and/or e-mail address)
Item #1: (Description) Asking price: $
Item #2: (Description) Asking price: $
Or
Looking for (description) and willing to pay up to $
Any item received after the 20th of the month will not be included in the next
month’s issue of The Listening Post newsletter.
Remember - KB4UT, Wayne Nelson’s Trader Net held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM,
on the KB4UT 146.760 repeater
If you don’t hear what you want on the net, check The Listening Post.

New ARRL Memberships and ARRL Renewal
Memberships
OARC is an ARRL Affiliated Club and can receive a commission for every new ARRL
membership and renewal we submit to ARRL Headquarters.
For each regular ARRL membership (never been a member of ARRL or any individual
who has lapsed membership of two years or more) or regular ARRL Renewal (can
renew at any time, even before their current membership term expires.
Family, Blind or 21-and-under discounted memberships are not applicable for any
discount.
May not be combined with any other promotion or special offer.
Pick up an application from Rick Peron KM4KQQ an any meeting.
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Our Club is Growing – New Members and
Birthdays
(By Rick Peron, KM4KQQ, Membership Chairman)

KO4DWR Clif Larson/Extra
KO4VOC James Geddes/General
KO4VTJ Gilbert De la Cruz/Tech
KO4VTP Justin Knight/Tech

KO4TM Ian Garris/Tech
KO4VTH Michael Cardona/Tech
KO4VTK Robert L Feil/Tech
W4WDI Robert Wall/General

February Birthdays
K04MML Mark Lang
K8MXY J. Doug Braithwaite
KB2CUX Jim Robarr
KG4DWB David Butkovich
KN4LSR Michael Sims
KO4TCU Toby Gaudin
W1SRR Miguel Acevedo
W4SAG David Lancaster

K4TEL Thomas Long
KB2AS Karl Sutherland
KD2LCV Paul Russo
KK4OSC P. Sandy Allison
KO4TCR Brandon Beasley
KO4TM Ian Garris
W4QKP Richard DiVittorio
W9TAX David Corral

January Volunteer Examiner
Report
(by Bob Cumming, W2BZY/Aaron Morrison AE4KO)

The Orlando Amateur Radio Club VE Team congratulates the
following people who earned new or upgrades amateur radio licenses at the January
5, 2022, session:

Amateur Extra Class
Clifton Larson KO4DWR

Gerald Monk K0RKL

General Class
Thomas Hills KI5TFA

Robert Wall W4WDI
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Technician Class (New)
Michael Cardona KO4VTH

James Geddes

Gilbert De La Cruz KO4VTJ

Kevin Dubon

Ian Garris KO4VTM

KO4VOC

Keenan Harmon KO4VTN

Aaron Cortley KO4VTI
Robert Feil KO4VTK

Josue Fernandez Pineiro KO4VTL

John Hunert KO4VTO

Justin Knight KO4VTP

Douglas Leppard KO4VTQ

Dimitri McGuckin KO4VTR

Jonathan Miller KO4VTS

Robert Ness KO4VTT

Max Ortiz

Luis Riveria-Leon KO4VTU

Listen for these new hams to “get on the air” once their license is in the data base. Be
sure to welcome them to a wonderful hobby and a whole new world!
The Orlando Amateur Radio Club holds a Ham Radio License Exam Session the first
Wednesday of each month just prior to our club meeting. Testing begins at 5:30pm.
You can always check out our website at OARC.org for the latest information.
Amateur radio license exams at OARC have gone paperless. Examinees use a
tablet with online exams provided by ExamTools. ExamTools is a web-based software
package that allows for administering and grading exams via computer or paper, and
digital signing of all forms including NCVEC Form 605 and all Certificates of Successful
Completion. It can be used to generate randomized exams for Amateur Radio Element
2 (Technician), Element 3 (General), and Element 4 (Amateur Extra).
This not only speeded up the examination process but the examinees that passed
their exams got their call signs issued about two hours after the final online
forms were processed by the exam administrator.

Weekly Radio Network Meetings
Mon @ 20:00

147.090

Seminole ARES Net – Except – First Monday of
the month (146.460 Simplex)

Tues @ 19:00

145.350

Osceola ARES Net

Tues @ 19:30

147.195

Quarter Century Wireless Association

Tues @ 20:00

146.760

Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net

Wed @ 19:00

147.300

Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service
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Wed @ 21:00

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group

Thur @ 19:00

443.050

Orange County ARES Net

Thur @ 20:30

432.090

Florida Weak Signal Group

OARC Meetings and Events 2022
February 2, Wednesday
February 11 - 13
March 16, Wednesday

April 6, Wednesday

May 4, Wednesday

June 1, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: How to Comply with FCC RF-Exposure Rules by Ed
Hare, W1RFI (Video presentation)

HamCation® 2022
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: HamCation® Wrap Up by Michael Cauley, W4ORL

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: Getting Started with Amateur Satellites by Patrick
Stoddard, WD9EWK

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: The Death of the RS-232 Port: Welcome to LAN
Based Integration by Michael Walker, VA3MW

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: Building out a Ham Radio Trailer by George
Zafiropoulos, KJ6VU

June 25-26
July 6, Wednesday
August 3, Wednesday

ARRL Field Day
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
Program: Expanding Youngsters on the Air by Sterling Mann,
N0SSC

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds

September 7, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds
October 5, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds

November 2, Wednesday

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds

December 1, Saturday

Holiday Party
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OARC Membership Application
Make checks payable to:
Orlando Amateur Radio Club
Mail to:
Orlando Amateur Radio Club
Post Office Box 574962
Orlando FL 32857

To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check.

Date: __/ __/20__

[ ] Regular Member [ ] Family Member [ ] Associate Member
[ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal [ ] CMP

Name: ______________________________________ Call _______________ Class ______________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip ______________
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________
(Home) Phone: ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________
Rates: Regular

[ ] 1 year $15.00

[ ] 3 years $40.00 [ ] 6 years $75.00

Rates: Family

[ ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18

Rates: Associate [ ] 1 year $15.00

Dues Total: __________

All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid.
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Are you an ARRL Member: [ ] Yes

Name Badges:

[ ] No

White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.

[ ] Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________________ Call ______________
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $3.00 for shipping & handling.
Shipping & Handling: [ ] Yes [ ] No
Badges ________ S&H _________ Total ___________
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Member Advertisements

For OARC members only, send your business size ad to:
LP_ads@OARC.org
Just $10 for 12 months!

A1
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