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The Listening Post  
 

Dedicated to Community Service and All Central Florida Hams February 2023 

President’s Message 
Hello Everyone – We are down to the wire for 
HamCation.  In just over a week from the time of this 
article being written, the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
will start receiving the beginnings of what we will be 
another fabulous year in attendance for HamCation®.   

This will be our last request that if you have not signed 
up to volunteer for HamCation®, you are missing on an 
opportunity to 1) receive a free ticket to HamCation®, 
2) earn some money for your favorite 501 (c)(3) 
Organization, ham club, or social/church organization, 
3) be a part of something that has broken records over 
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OARC MEETING 

February 1st, 7:30pm  
Central Florida Fairgrounds  

4603 W. Colonial Dr.  
Orlando, FL 32808 
ARRL Testing: 5:30pm  
For information & Updates 
   See www.oarc.org 

OARC Board of Directors 
President: John Knott, N4JTK 
Vice President: Michael Cauley, W4ORL 
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE 
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW 
Directors: 

Bob Cumming, W2BZY 
Frank Gergits, KC9GNQ 
Dean Groe, KD4TWJ 
Frank Tagliani, KD4EZW 
James Deuel, N0XIA  
Ed Thralls, NE4H 
 

The Listening Post is the OARC 
newsletter for OARC members. The LP 
will be distributed electronically via E-
mail (www.oarc.org). 

Editor: Ed Thralls NE4H. 

Comments, suggestions, and articles are 
welcome.  Send to editors@oarc.org. 

Contributing to this edition: John Knott 
N4JTK, James Deuel N0XIA, Bob 
Cumming W2BZY, Rick Peron KM4KQQ 

OARC REPEATERS 
  Call Freq Shift   PL 
KB4UT 146.760 -600 103.5 
K1AA** 147.015 +600 103.5 
** Wires-X Gateway 
D-Star 
K1XC C* 146.820 -600 
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz 
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice 
K1XC A 1255.00  Simplex  Digital 
W4PLB C* 145.160  +600 
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz 
* Linked to reflector REF037C 
All D-star repeaters are connected 
REF037 is sponsored by OARC 
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President’s Message (Continued from Previous Page) 

the last 5+ years. https://www.hamcation.com/hamcation-volunteer   

We hope that you were able to enjoy Winter Field Day, whether you participated with 
the LMARS/OARC from Winter Springs or from home.  Being outside this weekend 
seems to be a win-win.  Hope that conditions are favorable for some great 
propagation.  I sure would like to hear your thoughts on Winter Field Day, send me an 
email to jknott@oarc.org  

Coming up at the March meeting, nominations will be open for Board positions. All 
positions, including all officers and directors are up for election. If you wish to run for 
a Board position, we have added a separate column on what the requirements are. 
Elections are held at the April meeting, however the past two years we have gone 
with electronic voting that has worked well during the pandemic.    

OK, on to this month’s meeting.  We will have to make a small change in our format 
this month.  Due to a miscommunication, OARC Vice President and HamCation® 
General Chairman Michael Cauley, W4ORL, did not appear on Hamnation as originally 
scheduled two weeks ago.  He has been asked to appear this coming Wednesday 
night, the same night as our meeting.   

So, we will still have our meeting with the presentation. We will begin at 7:30p as 
scheduled. We will not have Club announcements or Board announcements this 
month.  Our presentation will start around 7:45pm and the meeting will wrap up with 
door prize drawings by 8:45pm.  We asked at this point that if you plan on leaving the 
meeting at its conclusion, to please do so quietly. Chairs and tables will be broken 
down later.  If you wish to stay and watch what Michael has to say on Hamnation, by 
all means, please stick around. Again, we ask that everyone to please remain quiet as 
we know the acoustics in the hall are not the best for these kinds of events.  After 
Michael’s segment on Hamnation is finished, he will disconnect from the broadcast, 
and we will break down the tables and chairs.   

If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to watch Hamnation, just go to 
YouTube and search for either Hamnation or Ham Radio Crash Course (HRCC). HRCC 
is the YouTube channel who host Hamnation.  

Refreshments will be served as you enter the club meeting.  Please grab your 
refreshments prior to having a seat.  

Hope to see you Wednesday night. The presentation is “Parks on the Air – Three 
Practical Methods for Successful Activations” by John Leonardelli VE3IPS 

73,   John Knott, N4JTK 
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HamCation Needs You!! 
(Michael Cauley, W4ORL, General Chairman) 

The largest hamfest in the southeast US, 2nd largest in the world needs your help!  
HamCation® is managed and operated by volunteers.  Without volunteers, 
HamCation® would not be able to happen each year.  It takes hundreds of volunteers 
each year to help run HamCation® and 2023 is no exception. 

We still need volunteers to help with our Security, Onsite Ticket Sales, Special Event 
Station, SWAP Table area, Tailgate area, Forums, Hospitality, IT, and even driving our 
Golf Cart Shuttles. These just to name a few of the areas.   

By volunteering for four hours in one day, we will provide you with an admission 
ticket that is good for all three days of the show.  By volunteering at least 8 hours in 
one day, we will also provide you a meal ticket for lunch or dinner in our Volunteer 
Lounge.  

We don’t just need volunteers on the show days, we have opportunities to volunteer 
as early as the Monday before the show starts.  You could volunteer before the show 
starts, earn your ticket, and spend the next 3 days at the show. 

For more information to include a description of each volunteer position needed and 
its duties and to sign up go to: www.hamcation.com/hamcation-volunteer Be sure to 
read the directions as each volunteer needs to submit the form and we asked that 
only one area is selected each day.  If you want to volunteer in more than one area in 
a day, please submit a form for each area. You will then be contacted by the 
Chairman of the area you volunteer for to create a schedule based on your availability 
and our needs.  
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Orlando HamCation® Presents Its 2023 Award 
Winners 

(The ARRL Letter for January 12, 2023) 
Just a month ahead of its big event in Florida, 
Orlando HamCation® has announced the 2023 
HamCation® Award winners. 

Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ, and Jim Storms, AB8YK, are the 
2023 recipients of the Carole Perry Educator of the 
Year Award. The award is given to individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions to educating 
and advancing youth in amateur radio. It was first 
awarded at HamCation 2019 to its namesake, Carole 
Perry, WB2MGP, in honor of her work as an educator,  
teaching students about ham radio. 

Lyons is an ARRL Southeastern Division Assistant 
Director for Radio Scouting, and is the trustee of 
WB4SA, the Central Florida Council's Radio Scouting 
program, for activities and opportunities in both the 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout programs covered by 
Division 2. The program includes 30,000 scouts in nine counties. Lyons has been 
licensed since 2018 and now holds an Amateur Extra- 

class license. On receiving his award Lyons said, "I 
was not expecting the award, but I'm honored to 
receive it." 

Jim Storms is a co-founder and a current team leader 
for the Dave Kalter Memorial Youth DX Adventure. He 
co-founded the Youth DX Adventure in 2010 with 
Dave Kalter, KB8OCP, (SK). He has been licensed 
since 2007 and holds an Amateur Extra-class license. 
He is also an ARRL Member and General Chairman of 
2023 Dayton Hamvention®. 

John Bigley, N7UR, is the 2023 HamCation® recipient 
of the Gordon West Ambassador of the Year Award. 
This is the first time the award has been presented. 
The award honors its namesake, Gordon West, 
WB6NOA, in honor of his contributions and 
inspirations to the amateur radio community. 

Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ (left), is a 
2023 Carole Perry Educator of 
the Year Award winner. Photo 
courtesy of HamCation®. 

Jim Storms, AB8YK, is a 2023 
Carole Perry Educator of the 
Year Award winner. Photo 
courtesy of HamCation®. 
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Bigley is the ARRL Nevada Section Manager and was chosen as the 2014 ARRL Pacific 
Division Ham of the Year. He has been licensed since 2003 and holds an Amateur 
Extra-class license. Bigley's reaction to receiving the 
award was, "Surprised? Absolutely!" 

Orlando HamCation® has been sponsored by the 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club since 1946, and is held 
annually on the second weekend of February. 
HamCation® has grown to become the second largest 
hamfest in the world. 2023 HamCation is February 10 
- 12 and will host the ARRL Southeastern Division 
Convention at the Central Florida Fairgrounds and 
Expo Park in Orlando. Visit www.hamcation.com for 
more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mobile App Available to Navigate 2023 
Orlando HamCation 
(The ARRL Letter for January 26, 2023) 

Orlando HamCation® is February 10 - 12, 2023, and 
hosts the ARRL Southeastern Division Convention. In 
partnership with HamCation, ARRL's free mobile app is 
available to help attendees navigate the large event, 
which is held at the Central Florida Fairgrounds and 
Expo Park. 

The free ARRL Events app is now available and already includes HamCation's full 
program, so attendees can browse and schedule forums, preview the extensive list of 
exhibitors, and find affiliated events. During the event, attendees can use other app 
features to follow the hourly prize drawings and grand prize packages, and browse 
building and site maps. 

 

John Bigley, N7UR, is the 
2023 Gordon West 
Ambassador of the Year Award 
winner. Photo courtesy of 
HamCation®. 
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While returning app users do not have to re-register to use the app, 
they will be prompted to complete a simple registration to view 
each new event. Attendees are also encouraged to tap on the 
MyProfile icon in the app to add their name and call sign, email 
address, and any additional information they would like to share 
with other HamCation guests. Additionally, the MyBadge icon 
displays a QR code of your event badge that can be scanned by 
another attendee or exhibitor using the Scan Badge icon - instantly 
connecting shared contact information with other hams at the 
event. 

The app is available for Apple and Android smart devices, or access 
the web browser version which is optimized for nearly any browser 
or other type of mobile phone or tablet. Visit your app store to 
download the app (search "ARRL Events") or access the links 
available on the ARRL Expo web page. If you're reading this article 
on a mobile device, click here to be redirected to the appropriate app store, or 
redirected to the web browser version (www.tripbuildermedia.com/apps/arrl). 

For more information, please visit these official websites:  

 Orlando HamCation www.hamcation.com 
 ARRL at Orlando HamCation www.arrl.org/expo 

 
Our Club is Growing – New Members and 

Birthdays 
(By Rick Peron, KM4KQQ, Membership Chairman) 

 
 

KQ4FIY  Brian Dobkin/Tech        KQ4FJL  Travis Green/Tech 
       KQ4FJM  Dylan Tindall/Tech    

 
February Birthdays 

           
 
 
AC0Y Coy Hilton       K4TEL Thomas Long 
K04MML Mark Lang      K8MXY J. Doug Braithwaite  
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December Volunteer Examiner Report 
(by Aaron Morrison, AE4KO / Bob Cumming, W2BZY) 

 

The Orlando Amateur Radio Club VE Team congratulates the  
following people who earned new or upgrades amateur radio  
licenses at the January 4, 2023 session: 

 

         TECHNICIAN CLASS 

Travis Green/ KQ4FJL     Dylan Tindall/ KQ4FJM     

Listen for these new hams to “get on the air” once their license is in the data base. Be 
sure to welcome them to a wonderful hobby and a whole new world!  

The Orlando Amateur Radio Club holds a Ham Radio License Exam Session the first  
Wednesday of each month just prior to our club meeting.  Testing begins at 5:30pm.  
You can always check out our website at OARC.org for the latest information. 

 
ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

(ARRL Club News for June 21,2022) 
As of April 19, 2022, ARRL covers the one-time $35 application fee for new license 
candidates younger than 18 years old that take tests administered under the ARRL 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (ARRL VEC) program. As part of the ARRL Youth 
Licensing Grant Program, the $35 FCC application fee will be reimbursed after the 
ARRL VEC receives the completed reimbursement form and the new license has been 
issued by the FCC. The reimbursement check will be mailed to the fee payer. Also, 
candidates younger than the age of 18 would pay the ARRL VEC team a reduced exam 
session fee of $5 at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the 
age of 18, regardless of the exam level taken. Proof of age is required at the session. 

 

Weekly Radio Networks 

Mon @ 20:00 147.090 
Seminole ARES Net – Except – First Monday of 
the month (146.460 Simplex) 

Tues @ 19:00 145.350 Osceola ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:30 147.195 Quarter Century Wireless Association 
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Tues @ 20:00 146.760 Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net 

Wed @ 19:00 147.300 Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service 

Wed @ 21:00 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

Thur @ 19:00 443.050 Orange County ARES Net 

Thur @ 20:30 432.090 Florida Weak Signal Group 

 
 

OARC Meetings and Events 2023  
Important Meeting Information 

 
The monthly meeting of the Orlando Amateur Radio Club will be on the first  
Wednesday, of the month.  It will be held in the Craft Building at the Central Florida 
Fairgrounds, 4603 West Colonial Dr, Orlando FL 32808.  Please come and join us at 
the fairgrounds. There is a lot of room.  If you wish, wear a mask; several of us will 
be wearing a mask too. 

The meeting will begin at 7:30pm.  There is an Amateur Radio Test Session at the 
same location at 5:30pm.  Take the Technician Class, General Class, and/or Extra 
Class exams.  For more information, go to www.oarc.org/events-ve-testing  

The Craft Building is where the gold star is on the map below.  Please enter/exit the 
fairgrounds at the East gate (green starburst) and please park in one of the two fields 
with the green check marks.  
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February 1, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

Program: “Parks on the Air – Three Practical Methods for 
Successful Activations” by John Leonardelli VE3IPS 

February 10 – 12 HamCation® 2023 - Central Florida Fairgrounds 

March 1, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “HamCation Wrap-up” by Michael Cauley W4ORL 

April 5, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “Successful Operating – Accessing Effectiveness of 

your Station” by Anthony Luscre K8ZT 

May 3, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “Contesting for the Absolute Beginner” by Alex Van 

Patten W3AVP 

June 7, Wednesday 

Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “Beyond the Gas Generator – Backup Power 
Strategy for Amateur Radio in the 21st Century” by Ria 

Jairam N2RJ 

Jun 24 – 25 ARRL Field Day 

July 5, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 

Program: “Automatic Antenna Tuner Solutions for the 1KW 
Operator” by Dave Jensen W7DGJ and Steve Bennion W7DJ 

August 2, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “End Fed Antenna from Theory, to Concept, and on 

the Air” by Robert Glorioso W1IS 

September 6, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “How to Make That QSO” by Anthony Luscre K8ZT 

October 4, Wednesday 
Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: “Measurement of Antennas and Antenna Patterns” 

by Kevin Jackson AA3XV 

November 1, Wednesday Meeting, 7:30pm at the Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Program: TBD 

December 2, Wednesday Holiday Party  

 

*** OARC ELECTIONS ARE COMING *** 
(By John Knott, N4JTK) 

The OARC Bylaws state that the Annual Meeting of the members of the Corporation 
shall be held in the month of April of each year. The purpose of the annual meeting is 
the election of the officers and directors of the Corporation, and for other purpose as 
determined by the board. 
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In March, a Nominating Committee will be selected. The Nominating Committee will 
gather the names of everyone who is interested in becoming an officer or director.  
The names will be added to the slate and presented to the membership at the end of 
the Membership meeting in March. I will announce who the Nominating Committee 
Chairman is at the February Meeting.  This person’s contact information will be 
provided so that you may submit your name as a candidate.  

To be considered for a position on the board, you must: 

 A voting member in good standing for at least 1 year prior to the Annual 
meeting. 

 Be at least 18 years of age or older. 
 Submit your name to the Nominating Committee Chairman before the close of 

business at the March OARC Membership meeting. 
 

Below are the Duties of the Officers: 

1. President. The President shall be responsible for the coordination and supervision 
of the work of the other Officers and any employees, agents, professional advisors, 
and consultants. The President shall appoint a Property Manager and a Repeater 
Manager each having duties as defined in ARTICLE VIII. He/she may sign, execute, 
and deliver on the name of the corporation all deeds, mortgages, bonds, contracts, 
and other instruments when specifically authorized by the Board, except in cases 
where items are expressly delegated by these By-Laws or the Board to some other 
Officer or agent. He/she may perform such other duties as may be assigned by the 
agent. He/she may perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Board. 
Unless otherwise provided by the Board or these By-Laws, he/she shall preside, when 
present, at all meetings. 

2. Vice President. The Vice President shall perform such duties as may be assigned 
by the Board or the President.  In the absence of the President, or in the event of 
his/her death, inability, or refusal to act, shall perform all duties of the President, and 
when so acting, shall have all of the powers of and be subject to all of the restrictions 
of the President as set forth in these By-Laws. 

3. Secretary. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, see that notices 
are duly given as required by law or these By-Laws, and be the custodian of the 
Corporate records. He/She shall see that the books, reports, statements and all other 
documents and records required by law are properly kept and filed and kept available 
to the Board on request. 

4. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for 
all funds, securities, notes, contracts, deeds, and other indices of title and valuable 
assets of the Corporation. He/She shall receive and give receipt for moneys payable 
to the Corporation and deposit all moneys in such depositories as shall be selected by 
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the Board. He/She shall cause such funds to be dispersed by check or draft, signed as 
the Board may require, and be responsible for the accuracy of the amounts of, and 
cause to be preserved proper vouchers for, all moneys dispersed. He/She shall have 
the right to require from time-to-time reports or statements giving such information 
as he/she may require with respect to all financial transactions of the Corporation. 
He/She shall keep or cause to be kept at such place as the Board shall designate, 
correct records of the moneys, business, and transactions of the Corporation, and 
exhibit them to any Officer or Director. He/She shall render to the Board, whenever 
requested, an account of the financial condition of the Corporation and of all his/her 
transactions as treasurer, and as soon as may be possible after the close of the fiscal 
year, make and submit to the Board a like report for such fiscal year, and lay before 
each Annual Meeting, the financial statements of the Corporation. The Treasurer is to 
be bonded at Club expense. 

We welcome any member who meets the qualifications to hold either an Officer or 
Directors position to run, but I do ask that before  submitting your name to please 
take a second and reflect for a moment that you are able to commit the time that is 
needed to fulfill the position that you are seeking. The above information about the 
duties of the officers is straight from the by-laws.  What it does not say is the amount 
of time it does take to run the club. I have stated this many times before a 
nominating period, be ready to WORK. Be ready to spend time on email, the phone, 
reflecting, communicating (yes, this is an area where people on any board fail first) 
make sure you have fresh batteries in your thinking cap because this club does not 
need members of the board just occupying space and wanting to be on the board for 
prestige.  You must have willing, ready, capable, and motivated individuals to run this 
corporation. 

A Board position is not for everyone, we know that.  But this club has a lot of 
opportunities for members to step up and help.  So even if a Board position is not 
something that you are interested in but still want to give the club a hand in 
something, send me an email.  Call me. Text me. Let me know.  I have lots of ideas 
that this club can do, I just do not have the time to do it all, but one of you could be 
the perfect fit, but I would not know that unless you let me know.  

 

John,  

N4JTK 
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New ARRL Memberships and ARRL Renewal 
Memberships 

OARC is an ARRL Affiliated Club and can receive a commission for every new ARRL 
membership and renewal we submit to ARRL Headquarters. 

For each regular ARRL membership (never been a member of ARRL or any individual 
who has lapsed membership of two years or more) or regular ARRL Renewal (can 
renew at any time, even before their current membership term expires. 

Family, Blind or 21-and-under discounted memberships are not applicable for any 
discount. 

May not be combined with any other promotion or special offer. 

Pick up an application from Rick Peron, KM4KQQ, an any meeting. 

 

HOW ABOUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN OARC? 
Thank you for being a part of the Orlando Amateur Radio Club (OARC). Can you 
believe that it’s been such a short time ago since you first joined or last renewed your 
club membership? We hope you’ve been able to enjoy all the benefits of your OARC 
membership these past months. 

RENEW NOW 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Rick 
Peron KM4KQQ at Membership@oarc.org to see how we can meet your needs. We’d 
love to hear your feedback! 

Last Name, First Name/Call Exp Date     Last Name, First Name/Call Exp Date 

Jim Byrne/KC2NEV              2/28/2023 
Fernando Caraballo/KO4BBK2/28/2023 
Katherine Cortez/KO4QYW   2/28/2023 
Mauuel Dotel/N4SQK           2/28/2023 
Steven Graham/KO4GPU      2/28/2023 
Lindsley Grantham/KN4MMR 2/28/2023 
Tim Hoge/KO4WJL               2/28/2023 
Nicholas Hopkins/KO4PPD     2/28/2023 
Sean Hughes/N5EAN            2/28/2023 
Tor Erik Isaksen/LA4MJ        2/28/2023 
Kevin Jackson/AA3XV          2/28/2023 
Ted Mach/N4FBY                 2/28/2023 

Robert Bartucco/W1NV        3/30/2023 
Peggy Bivins/W1AR        3/30/2023 
Diana Coffman/KO4VEJ        3/30/2023 
Alan Farms III/KOYYRL        3/30/2023 
Thomas Free/W4TCF        3/30/2023 
Angel Hernandez/N2YNV      3/30/2023 
Robert Jones/W4RDJ        3/30/2023 
John Keeler/N8JOK        3/30/2023 
Joshua Keeler/KO4MMM       3/30/2023 
Ailene Markham/KM4CYT      3/30/2023 
Alan Marote/WA1LBG        3/30/2023 
Steven Mullins/KO4YRM       3/30/2023 
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Alejandro Malave-Barrozzi/KN4YRX 2/28 
Todd Ostrihonsky/WB9RDI    2/28/2023 
Anthony Testa/W2AJT           2/28/2023 
 

Jeffrey Planck/KJ4BHM        3/30/2023 
Raymond Richard/W4RPR     3/30/2023 
Todd Schmalenberger/KD2RQQ3/30/2023 
Laurence Thesier/N2ZHK 3/30/2023 
Conner Wilson/KO4YRO          3/30/2023 
 
 
Phillip Manno/KB1YWJ         4/30/2023 
Carlos Marrero/KO4ZKS      4/30/2023 
Thomas Marshall/KO4ZKT     4/30/2023 
Daniel McNaughton/KO4CVV 4/30/2023 
Bob Nocero/W4KBW         4/30/2023 
Pio Romano/KO4WQW         4/30/2023 
Frank Tagliani/KD4EZW        4/30/2023 
Edmund Thralls/NE4H         4/30/2023 
Leslie Williams/WA4KNT        4/30/2023 
 

 
 
 
Renee Aviles/KO4ZKP         4/30/2023 
Armando Borges/KO4WRP  4/30/2023 
Michael Cauley/W4ORL       4/30/2023 
Frank Gergits/KC9GNQ       4/30/2023 
Dean Groe/Kd4TWJ            4/30/2023 
Ana Groe/KM4JVE              4/30/2023 
Michael Groves/KO4ZKQ     4/30/2023 
Coy Hilton/AC0Y                 4/30/2023 
John Knott/N4JTK               4/30/2023  
Stephen Letter/KO4ZKR      4/30/2023 
 
Membership is vital for the survival and continued functioning of the Orlando Amateur 
Radio Club, a nonprofit organization.  

Membership in OARC includes: 

 A monthly meeting with educational programs/current information about club 
activities for the amateur radio hobby,  

 Camaraderie with others who enjoy the amateur radio hobby,  
 A monthly newsletter with current information on a variety of amateur radio 

topics,  
 Voting rights in annual elections of leadership positions within OARC,  
 Connectivity through weekly local radio nets and social media. 

 

By renewing your membership, you will help OARC continue to provide you with local 
amateur radio support you may need as you grow in the hobby.  

Membership renewal is simple.  Fill out the membership form found near the end of 
this newsletter and return to the address listed or bring it with you to the next 
monthly meeting of OARC and drop it off with the Membership Chairperson. 
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Scouting News 
(By Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ) 

Thank you for the recent Carole Perry award it's an honor and our year is almost back 
to normal.  
 
We have a full schedule planned this year for Central Florida. We need helpers for the 
following events:  
 
Trades, Aquatics & Careers – Scouts BSA – Sat March 25th    
  Help promote JOBS related to the radio field. Do you have experience in  
   Emcom, Emergency Mgmnt/Fire/Police/Mil, air travel, boating, any job that uses  
  radios daily. 
 
STEAM Wars – Cub Scouts – Sat April 29th 
  More JOBS and Interactive displays related to radio and science. Medical MRI,  
  lasers, air, space, mil, civil. 
 
International Cub Resident Camp/International Jamborette – Sat July 15th 
  International scouts visiting the US, help us show them our technology and  
  form international goodwill. 
 
Scouts BSA  & Cub Halloween – Every Saturday in October 
                 This our main yearly event, over 8,000 youth during the month will visit.  
 
We need as many hams and stations as possible so youth can get on the air and learn 
about the tech. 

Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ / Trustee for wB4SA, Cell 407-496-6694 
BSA - Central Florida Council - www.RadioScouting.US/cfc 
ARRL Southeastern Assistant Division Director - Radio Scouting, www.kn4mdj.com 

 

ARES® Resources 
(The ARES Letter for January 18, 2023) 

 Download the ARES Manual [PDF] 
 ARES Field Resources Manual [PDF] 
 ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 
 ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Word] 
 ARES Plan 
 ARES Group Registration 
 Emergency Communications Training  
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The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who 
have voluntarily registered their qualifications and equipment, with their local ARES 
leadership, for communications duty in the public service when disaster strikes. Every 
licensed amateur, regardless of membership in ARRL or any other local or national 
organization is eligible to apply for membership in ARES. Training may be required or 
desired to participate fully in ARES. Please inquire at the local level for specific 
information. Because ARES is an amateur radio program, only licensed radio 
amateurs are eligible for membership. The possession of emergency-powered 
equipment is desirable, but is not a requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: Fill out the ARES Registration form and submit it to 
your local Emergency Coordinator. 

 
ARRL Volunteers On the Air (VOTA) 

Event is Underway 
(The ARRL Letter for January 5, 2023) 

ARRL's yearlong operating event, Volunteers On the 
Air, or VOTA, began January 1, 2023. The event is 
organized as part of ARRL's 2023 theme, "Year of the 
Volunteers," which recognizes the contributions of 
ARRL member volunteers, and offers opportunities to 
become more active and involved in amateur radio and 
ARRL. 

VOTA encourages participants to make contacts with 
ARRL members and volunteers, earning points for each 
contact. Point values have been assigned (see the 
Points Table at vota.arrl.org). All scoring is 
automatically calculated through ARRL's Logbook of 
The World (LoTW, www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world). 
If you are already an LoTW user, continue to upload 
your QSOs there to participate. If you're a new LoTW 
user, visit Getting Started with LoTW. 

As part of the event, there will be week-long activations by W1AW portable stations 
operating in all US states and territories. W1AW/# portable operations are worth 5 
points for each contact, and they can be contacted on all bands and modes. There's 
also an opportunity to earn the W1AW Worked All States Award. There will be two 
week-long W1AW operations from each of the 50 states. 
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Later in the event, an on-line scoreboard, the VOTA Leaderboard, will be activated, 
allowing each participant to see how their score measures up with other participants 
throughout the year. 

Only two-way contacts qualify for points (cross-band, cross-mode, and repeater 
contacts are not valid), using any mode (CW, phone, or digital) - including EME and 
satellite operations - on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2, and 1.25 meters, as well as 70 
centimeters, VHF/UHF/SHF, and microwave bands available to US amateurs above 2 
meters (2190-, 630-, 60-, 30-, 17-, and 12-meter band contacts are not counted for 
credit in this event). 

Join the fun! Visit the official VOTA website for further details: vota.arrl.org. 

 
HAARP Thanks Amateur Radio Operators for 

Help with Latest Experiment 
(The ARRL Letter for January 12, 2023) 

On Tuesday, December 27, 2022, the High-frequency 
Active Auroral Research Program (HAARP) conducted 
its latest ionospheric experiment of bouncing radio 
signals off an asteroid passing near Earth's orbit (see 
the ARRL News story from December 23, 2022). 

Amateur radio operators and radio astronomy 
enthusiasts were invited to monitor the test and send 
their results to HAARP for analysis. While the results 
of the experiment will take several weeks, Jessica 
Matthews, HAARP Program Manager, said the help 
was greatly appreciated. "So far we have received 
over 300 reception reports from the amateur radio 
and radio astronomy communities from six 
continents who confirmed the HAARP transmission."  

HAARP officials say the results of the experiment 
could aid efforts to defend Earth from larger 
asteroids that could cause significant damage. 

"We will be analyzing the data over the next few weeks and hope to publish the 
results in the coming months," said Mark Haynes, lead investigator on the project and 
a radar systems engineer at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California. "This 
experiment was the first time an asteroid observation was attempted at such low 
frequencies," he said. "This shows the value of HAARP as a potential future research 
tool for the study of near-Earth objects." 

A frosty landscape surrounds 
antennas at the High-
frequency Active Auroral 
Research Program site in 
Gakona, Alaska, on December 
20, 2022. [JR Ancheta, 
UAF/GI, photo] 
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The University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) operates HAARP under an agreement with 
the Air Force, which developed and owned HAARP but transferred the research 
instruments to UAF in August 2015. 

 
More Amateur Radio Astronauts Head for the 

International Space Station 
(The ARRL Letter for January 5 , 2023) 

Three of the four new astronauts on February's planned launch of the SpaceX Crew-6 
mission to the International Space Station (ISS) are 
amateur radio operators. 

Pilot Warren "Woody" Hoburg, KB3HTZ; Commander 
Stephen Bowen, KI5BKB, and Mission Specialist 
Sultan Al Neyadi, KI5VTV, will join Mission Specialist 
Andrey Fedyaev on board the SpaceX Dragon 
spacecraft, Endeavour. 

The spacecraft will be atop a Falcon 9 rocket and, 
while a launch date has not been selected, the 
earliest date would be mid-February 2023. 

All crew members have learned about Amateur Radio 
on the International Space Station (ARISS), received 
guidance on studying and testing, and learned how to 
operate the ARISS radios and the basics of on-the-air 
protocol from ARISS team members at NASA's 
Johnson Space Center. 

The crew will be able to participate in ARISS, using 
the ham radio station on the ISS to contact schools 
and other educational institutions. 

ARISS is a cooperative venture of international 
amateur radio societies and the space agencies that support the ISS. In the US, 
participating organizations include NASA, the ISS National Lab, ARRL The National 
Association for Amateur Radio®, and AMSAT. 

 
 

The four crew members that 
comprise the SpaceX Crew-6 
mission pose for a photo 
during a training session on 
the crew access arm at the 
Kennedy Space Center's 
Launch Pad 39A in Florida. 
From left are, Mission 
Specialist Andrey Fedyaev, 
Pilot Warren "Woody" Hoburg, 
Mission Specialist Sultan Al 
Nedayi, and Commander 
Stephen Bowen. Photo 
Courtesy of SpaceX. 
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Service Academies Radio Group Now in 
Operation 

(The ARRL Letter for January 5 , 2023) 
The Service Academies Radio Group (SARG) was recently formed for alumni and 
amateur radio operators who are interested in the five U.S military academies. 

William Curry, W5CQ, founder and net control operator for the SARG Net, said two 
months ago there was a new interest in forming a group and net. He noticed that only 
one military academy, West Point, W2KGY, was still operating a club station. At one 
time, every military academy had an operating club station. 

"The club stations at the U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. Air Force 
Academy, U.S. Coast Guard Academy, and the U.S. Maritime Academy all have been 
off the air for some time," said Curry. "But we now have 50 new members, all who 
are interested in promoting amateur radio at all of the academies." 

The SARG net meets every Thursday at 2200 UTC on 7.280 MHz, and every Saturday 
at 1600 UTC on 14.338 MHz. All amateur radio operators, whether they are veterans, 
or just have an interest in the military or history of the academies, are invited. 

Curry has been licensed since 1950 and holds an Amateur Extra-class license. He is 
also an ARRL Life Member. 

For additional information about the SARG Net, contact Curry at w5cq@arrl.net. 

 
The Amateur's Code 
(ARRL Club News for January 17, 2023) 

The radio amateur is:  

CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of 
others. 

LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, 
and the American Radio Relay League, through which amateur radio in the United 
States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station 
and operation above reproach. 
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FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when requested; offers friendly advice and 
counsel to the beginner; kind assistance, cooperation, and consideration for the 
interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, 
school, or community. 

PATRIOTIC...station and skills are always ready for service to country and 
community. 

--The original Radio Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 
1928. 

This was written over 90 years ago and should be applicable to every operator today. 
If we're operating on the air or working to mentor a new operator, are we living up to 
this ideal and passing it along to others? 

 
Georgia State Parks On the Air (POTA) 

(The ARRL Letter for January 19 , 2023) 
The Georgia State Parks On the Air will be held April 1 - 2, 2023. 

ARRL member Claude Ray, AC4SH, said this is the first time that all of Georgia's 50 
state parks have been involved.  

"The objective is to encourage ham radio operators to 
visit Georgia State Parks and experience the fun of 
Parks on the Air activations," said Ray. "This is a fun 
contest only, and the rules are minimal, the scoring is 
simple, and the main award is simply the fun of getting 
on the air." 

The entire process is largely based on the honor 
system, although logs of top activators will be cross-
checked. The contest period begins at 0800 EDT, April 
1, 2023, through 2000 EDT, April 2, 2023, and 
operating hours are subject to park rules and times. 

Participants with the top three scores in each of the 
five categories will receive a certificate indicating the award: 

 Georgia Activator - Individual 
 Georgia Activator - Club 
 In-Georgia Hunter (individual or club) 
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 Out of State Hunter (individual of club) 
 Georgia ARES® Club 

Every station participating in the event and submitting a log will, upon request, 
receive a Certificate of Participation indicating the number of parks contacted. 

Ray added, "There are 47 parks that already have at least one ham planning to 
activate on the April 1 - 2, 2023, weekend." 

See the complete rules at gaparks.org/rules. 

 

 Amateur Radio in the News 
(The ARRL Letter for January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2023) 

ARRL Public Information Officers, Coordinators, and many other member-volunteers 
help keep amateur radio and ARRL in the news. 

"Ham radio club receives grant" / Effingham Daily News (Illinois), December 21, 
2022. -- The National Trail Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"What's the frequency, Kenneth?": Watertown Amateur Radio Club celebrates 40th 
anniversary / Watertown Daily Times (Wisconsin), December 27, 2022. -- The 
Watertown Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated Club. 
 
"Looking to Ditch Twitter? Morse Code Is Back" / Smithsonian Magazine, 
January/February 2023, by Larry Kahaner, KN4XW. 

"Ham radio operators 'still a thing' in this advanced technological world" / WDJT 
(Wisconsin), January 9, 2023. -- The Fond du Lac Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club. 

"3 days of activities planned in January celebrating Orange [Amateur] Radio Club's 
75th Anniversary" / The Orange Leader (Texas), January 9, 2023. -- The Orange 
Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"Ham Radio Operators to Host Winter Field Day Event January 28th & 29th" / WTCA 
(Indiana), January 16, 2023. 

"Forget dot com, Americans are making a new dash for Morse code" / The Times 
(United Kingdom), January 11, 2023. 
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"Amateur Radio 'Winter Field Day' later this month will demonstrate science, skill and 
service" / The Observer (New Jersey), January 19, 2023. -- The West Hudson 
Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated Club.  

"Blast from the Past / 1954: Ready to help in an emergency" / The Lewiston Tribune 
(Idaho), January 21, 2023. -- The Lewiston-Clarkston Amateur Radio Club. 

"Bryan Amateur Radio Club to host annual Winter Field Day exercises from Jan. 28 - 
29" / KAGS - TV (Texas), January 23, 2023. -- The Bryan Amateur Radio Club is an 
ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"Local youth invited to try ham radio with reduced fees through Paducah Amateur 
Radio Association" / WPSD - TV (Kentucky), January 26, 2023. -- The Paducah 
Amateur Radio Association is an ARRL Affiliated Club.  

"Amateur Radio Winter Field Day to be held this weekend" / Alachua Chronicle 
(Florida), January 25, 2023. -- The Gainesville Amateur Radio Society is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club. 

 

 Word to the Wise 
(The ARRL Contest Update for January 4, 2023) 

QLF 

Idiomatic, non-official Q-signal indicating that the sending may be erratic or error-
prone, as if one were sending CW using their left foot instead of their hand. The 
interrogative "QLF?" would be sent by one station to another, asking, "Are you 
sending with your left foot?". This implies that their sending style is difficult to 
understand. 

Operating Tip 
(The ARRL Contest Update for January 4, 2022) 

Not All Packet Clusters Provide Skimmer Spots 

If you're operating assisted and want to get automated CW or RTTY spots from the 
Reverse Beacon Network (RBN), make sure the packet cluster you're connecting to 
provides those spots and you have them turned on. See the information page on the 
RBN website. You can also check other websites, such as the one provided by William 
Feidt, NG3K. Maybe the best option is to call CQ and watch the RBN to note that 
you're spotted, and to verify that your packet cluster provider will produce the spot! 
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Make checks payable to: 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club 

 
Mail to: 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club 
Post Office Box 574962 

Orlando FL 32857 
         
         
To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Rates:  Regular    [  ] 1 year $15.00   [  ] 3 years $40.00  [  ]  6 years $75.00  
 
Rates:  Family      [  ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18 
 
Rates:  Associate [  ] 1 year $15.00         Dues Total: __________ 
 
 
 
All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid. 
 
 
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
     Are you an ARRL Member:  [  ]  Yes     [  ]  No 
 
 
 

OARC Membership Application 

 
Date: __/ __/20__     [  ] Regular Member   [  ] Family Member [  ] Associate Member 
                                [  ] New Membership  [  ] Renewal   [  ] CMP    
 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Call _______________  Class ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip  ______________ 
 
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Home) Phone:  ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________ 

 
Name Badges:      White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.    
 
[  ]  Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $10.00 each 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Call ______________   
 
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
 
Shipping & Handling:  [  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
 
           Badges ________  S&H _________ Total ___________ 



Member Advertisements 
For OARC members only, send your business size ad to: 

LP_ads@OARC.org 
Just $10 for 12 months! 
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