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The Listening Post  
 

Dedicated to Community Service and All Central Florida Hams       August 2026 

President’s Message 
Greetings!  I hope everyone is doing well and staying 
cool during these very warm days!  At least we are 
getting some rain a little more on a regular basis.  
 
I was hoping to provide you with an update at the time 
of this writing on our ongoing negotiations with the 
City about our meeting space and the liability waivers  
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OARC MEETING 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026, 7:30pm 
 
William Beardall Senior Center 

800 South Delaney Avenue,  
Orlando, Florida 32801 
License Exams: 5:30pm  
For information & Updates 
   See www.oarc.org 

OARC Board of Directors 
President: John Knott, N4JTK 
Vice President: Michael Cauley, W4ORL 
Treasurer: Ana Groe, KM4JVE 
Secretary: Bob Nocero, W4KBW 
Directors: 

1. Bob Cumming, W2BZY 
2. James Deuel, N0XIA 
3. Ed Thralls, NE4H 
4. Christy Moore, KN4MDM 
5. Kevin Jackson, AA3XV  
6. Aaron Morrison, AE4KO 
7. Larry Monroe, N2HBX 

The Listening Post is the OARC 
newsletter for OARC members. The LP 
will be posted on the OARC.org web 
page (oarc.org/club-listening-post). 

Editor: Ed Thralls NE4H. 

Comments, suggestions, and articles are 
welcome.  Send to editors@oarc.org. 

Contributing to this edition: John Knott 
N4JTK, Michael Cauley, W4ORL, Bob 
Cumming W2BZY, Aaron Morrison, 
AE4KO, James Deuel, N0XIA, and Rick 
Peron KM4KQQ 

OARC REPEATERS 
  Call Freq Shift   PL 
KB4UT 146.760 -600 103.5 
K1AA** 147.015 +600 103.5 
** Wires-X Gateway 
D-Star 
K1XC C* 146.820 -600 
K1XC B 443.275 +5MHz 
K1XC A 1275.00 -12 MHz Voice 
K1XC A 1255.00  Simplex     Digital 
W4PLB C* 145.160  +600 
W4PLB B 442.300 +5MHz 
* Linked to reflector REF037C 
All D-star repeaters are connected 
REF037 is sponsored by OARC 

Report Broken Links 
Please report any missing or broken links that 
you find as you peruse our websites (oarc.org 
and hamcation.com) and the newsletter.  
Please report any issues that you find to: 
info@oarc.org  
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President’s Message (Continued from Previous Page) 

 
they wanted us to sign.  Perhaps at the meeting on Wednesday night, I will have 
more information.   
 
We have applied for booth space at this year’s Makers Faire at the fairgrounds on  
November 7 & 8, 2026.  We’ll need some volunteers to help work at the booth. Once I 
hear that we have been approved and have more information, I will let everyone 
know.  In the meantime, please save the dates on your calendars.   
 
School is about to start in a few days.  With that, I’ll be asking for volunteers to help 
with the Sally Ride Elementary (SRE) project.  There is a background check that 
everyone who wants to help with SRE must complete first.  I should have the link to 
do that soon.  
 
Huntsville Hamfest is coming up August 22 & 23. It is the ARRL National Convention 
and HamCation® will have a booth.  If you are attending, be sure to stop by and say 
hello.   
 
This month’s presentation is “Ask an Elmer”.  We introduced this presentation last 
year and it was a huge success. Bring your questions to the meeting or you can e-
mail them to info@oarc.org.  This is a great opportunity for you new hams to ask 
those questions you have been wanting to ask, likewise for our seasoned operators.   
 
Hope to see you at the meeting.   
 
73, 

John Knott, N4JTK 
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HamCation® Chairperson’s News 
(By Michael Cauley, W4ORL, General Chairman) 

 

Greetings Everyone, 

 
I hope everyone is staying cool and dry. I am writing this 
article one day after our first HamCation Committee 
meeting and WOW was it a great meeting. 
 
The HamCation® website is live for people to start buying 
their tickets and everything else they need.  The volunteer 
page will be live soon; our IT Committee is revamping the 
signup page to make it easier for you and the committees.  
 
Nominations for HamCation’s® 2027 Awards are Now Open. Once again,  HamCation® 
2027 will recognize those who make outstanding contributions to Amateur Radio. As 
in past years there are three award categories, the Gordon West Ham Ambassador of 
the Year, the Carole Perry Educator of the year and the Amateur Radio Hero of the 
Year. Each of these awards identifies members of the Amateur Radio community who 
have stepped up to make a significant difference by going above and beyond in 
helping others.  
 
Nominations are now open and can now be submitted for each of the three categories 
both from within the USA and worldwide. Links to each award category with details 
for their criteria and the nomination forms can be found at 
https://www.hamcation.com/award.  
 
Who’s going to Huntsville Hamfest? If you are, come by and see us we will have 
a booth. 
 
There are some changes to the committee already. We have separated the 
Hospitality Committee into two committees now. The Exhibitor Lounge Committee and 
the Volunteer Lounge Committee. I would like to thank Jill Morrison for stepping up 
and moving to a new position and becoming the Chair of the Exhibitor Lounge 
Committee. Christy Moore and Bill Church will be the Chair and Assistant Chair of the 
Volunteer Lounge Committee. 
 
I am still in need of some committee members for HamCation®. Would you like to 
step up to help more with HamCation® and see what it is like behind the scenes?   
This is your time to step up and be part of this great adventure and bring your 
unique talents to the HamCation® Committee. 
 
Here are the positions we have open: they are all Assistant positions: 
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 Security 
 Swaps 
 Talk-in 
 Publications 
 Public Relations 
 Onsite Tickets 

 
If you are interested in any of these positions, please contact me. 
 
73. 

 
Our Club is Growing – New Members and 

Birthdays 
(By Rick Peron, KM4KQQ, Membership Chairman) 

 

 
Victor Ramos/Tech KR4JEQ Brandon Bray/General 
KR4NNM Justin Stevens/Tech W3FOY Joseph Cardani/General 
 
 

Birthdays this Month 
Matthew Gotschall  AC9OR Clarence Rogers 
KB4JKL Jeffery Savasta  KB4LHP Luther Pollok 
KJ4ECW Robert Boyett  KJ4VQO Harry Bankes 
KO4RIC Stephen Toth  KO4RID Dennis Lynch 
KQ4AID Joe Marsh  KR4BGD David Aronowitz 
KR4BZZ Frank Dauns  KR4EOW Yuan Sierra 
KR4FBH Alphonse Combs  KR4FBJ Carlos Rubio Ditren 
KR4FWS Josh Beecham       KR4HEU Christopher Robbins 
KR4KXS Jesus Marulanda  KV4RA Michael Gotschall  KY4ZF Johan Linner  
N4BUT Nicholas Butler      W3FOY Joseph Cardani W4KEF Ken Fields 
W8LFF Dawn Wolff            WB4AJL Dave Baker WZ3L Victor Genao 
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New ARRL Memberships and ARRL Renewal 
Memberships 

OARC is an ARRL Affiliated Club and can receive a commission for 
every new ARRL membership and renewal submitted to ARRL 
Headquarters. 

All membership dues are sent to ARRL to be processed, and the club 
receives a commission payment directly from ARRL. OARC could 
earn money while promoting the many benefits and programs of ARRL to ensure that 
amateur radio is protected and continues to be strong. 

Pick up an application from Rick Peron, KM4KQQ, at any meeting. 

 

HOW ABOUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN OARC? 
Thank you for being a part of the Orlando Amateur Radio Club (OARC). Can you 
believe that it’s been such a short time since you first joined or last renewed your club 
membership? We hope you’ve been able to enjoy all the benefits of your OARC 
membership these past months. 

Update Your Member Information: 

Any time you change your QTH, email, or callsign, you can update your member 
information by notifying Rick Peron at any club meeting or send email to: 
Membership@oarc.org    

RENEW NOW 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Rick 
Peron KM4KQQ at Membership@oarc.org to see how we can meet your needs. We’d 
love to hear your feedback! 

Membership is vital for the survival and continued functioning of the Orlando Amateur 
Radio Club, a nonprofit organization.  

Membership in OARC includes: 

• A monthly meeting with educational programs/current information about club 
activities for the amateur radio hobby,  

• Camaraderie with others who enjoy the amateur radio hobby,  

• A monthly newsletter with current information on a variety of amateur radio 
topics,  
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• Voting rights in annual elections of leadership positions within OARC,  

• Connectivity through weekly local radio nets and social media. 

By renewing your membership, you will help OARC continue to provide you with local 
amateur radio support you may need as you grow in the hobby.  

Membership renewal is simple.  Fill out the membership form found near the end of 
this newsletter and return it to the address listed or bring it with you to the next 
monthly meeting of OARC and drop it off with the Membership Chairperson. 

Expiring 8/30/2026 
First Name Last Name/Call 
Josh Beecham/KR4FWS  
Conrad Benulis/AC1FS  
Dick Camnitz/N4ORQ 
Paul Colton/KV4NE  
Nicholas Cosmidis/KR4FWR 
Arthur Cromwell/KR4GEP  
Anthony De Rosa/KR4FWT 
Kealan Frost/KR4FWU  
Cindi Gee/KR4FWV  
William Gee/  
Daniel Gee/KO4HDB  
Patrick Gee/KE4FMY  
Michael Kooiman/WY1E 
Steve Thomas/KO4FEK 

Expiring 9/30/2026 
First Name Last Name/Call  
Mike Acevedo/W1SSR  
John Gillette/KC3UPA  
Bryce Maschino/KR4GON 

Expiring 10/30/2026 
First Name Last Name/Call  
 William Sullivan/N3QMH 
Jamie Rees/KR4HET  
Randy Rees/KR4HEX 
Jerry Fuhrman/W3XM 
Benjamin Lanehart/KN4DQD  
Laszlo Patassy/K9LAZ  
Christopher Robbins/KR4HEU 

 

 
Volunteer Examiner Report 
(by Aaron Morrison, AE4KO / Bob Cumming, W2BZY) 

 
The Orlando Amateur Radio Club VE Team congratulates the  
following people who earned new or upgrades to their amateur  
radio licenses during the recent session before the OARC meeting: 
 
 

              EXTRA CLASS* 
     Alexis Flores/N4LZR 
 
    GENERAL CLASS*  

   Brandon Bray/KR4JEQ  Joesph Cardani/W3FOY 
     Kevin Schneider/N4URN     
 

          TECHNICIAN CLASS ** 
    Victor Ramos/KR4NPE  Justin Stevens/KR4NNM       
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* Congratulate these hams on their upgrades and listen for them in the new 
bands/frequencies they now have privileges to use. 

** Listen for these new hams to “get on the air” once their license is in the database. 
Be sure to welcome them to a wonderful hobby and a whole new world!  

The Orlando Amateur Radio Club holds a Ham Radio License Exam Session the first  
Wednesday of each month just prior to our club meeting.  Testing begins at 5:30pm.  
You can always check out our website at OARC.org for the latest information. 
 
The Volunteer Examiners for this session included: 
AE4KO Aaron Morrison  N4UMB Joe Patti   KT3S Den Ardinger       WD4ORM George Markward 
NE4H Ed Thralls      W2BZY Bob Cumming WY1EMichael Kooiman  
        

***  FROM THE EDITOR:  There have been several changes at the FCC such as 
requiring that your FRN contact information be updated within 10 days of a change.  
You must use the Commission Registration System (CORES), not just the LICENSE 
MANAGER SYSEMS.  If this is your first time attempting to use the CORES system, it 
can be challenging but not impossible.  The articles near the end of this newsletter 
may be helpful as you meet the challenge. 
 

How to Renew Your License Online 
(QST Magazine October 2023, pp 62-63) 

 

FCC to Require Two Factor Authentication for 
CORES Users 

(The ARRL Letter for March 21, 2024) 
 

FCC Requires That FRN Contact Information 
Be Updated Within Ten Days of a Change 

(The ARRL Letter for February 19, 2026) 
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OARC Meetings and Events 2026 
Important Meeting Information 

2026 
 
 
August 5, Wednesday 

License Exams 5:30pm   
Meeting 7:30pm  

at the Beardall Senior Center 
Program: “Ask an Elmer” by OARC Board of Directors 

September 2, Wednesday 

License Exams 5:30pm   
Meeting 7:30pm  

at the Beardall Senior Center 
Program: “Off Grid Communication with LoRa and 

Meshtastic” by 
Tom Graham, WX8TOM 

 
 
October 7, Wednesday 

 
 

License Exams 5:30pm   
Meeting 7:30pm  

at the Beardall Senior Center 
Program: “Near Vertical Incident Skywave (NVIS) 

Antenna for 
EmComm” by Gary Spangenberg, KF4GGK 

November 4, Wednesday 

License Exams 5:30pm   
Meeting 7:30pm  

at the Beardall Senior Center 
Program: “10 acres for Antennas Where my Wife Doesn’t 
Live: Building a Remote Station” by Bruce Perens, K6BP 

December 5, Saturday Holiday Party 

                                    ASK AN ELMER                          
                  Where you can ask questions and get respectful answers.   
                       Send your questions to:   info@oarc.org 
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SKYWARN Spotter Training 
August 13, 2026 

Must Register to Attend 
www.weather.gov/MLB/SKYWARN 

 

 
 

Hams in the Park – August 1, 2026  
(by Joe Marsh, KQ4AID) 

 
- WHEN: August 1, 2026 :  8am-12pm  
- WHERE Rock Springs Park https://maps.app.goo.gl/T6cACKsehQZw3VGV8   
- Notes: Free form POTA, $3 entry fee 
- Full details: https://lmars.org/annual-events/rock-springs-park  
 
 

Navigating an HOA and Returning to Amateur 
Radio and Field Day! 

(The ARRL Letter for July 2, 2026) 
 
Fred Johnson, K6FRD, is an amateur radio operator in Riverside, California. Like many 
hams, he lives in an HOA-controlled neighborhood. For Johnson, finding practical, 
low-visibility, antenna solutions has become part of the fun over the years. 
  
“For years I struggled to enjoy HF because, like many amateurs in an HOA, towers 
and conventional outdoor antennas simply aren't an option,” said Johnson. “I tried 
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several radios over the years, but without an effective antenna I rarely heard much 
activity and had very limited success making contacts. A few weeks ago, I decided to 
stop chasing radios and instead focus on building the best stealth antenna I could.” 
  
Johnson said that after returning to HF last year, he enjoyed experimenting with 
antennas, portable operating, FT8, and station design to see what's possible from a 
suburban backyard. 
  
“The result is a simple 145-foot horizontal loop made from 14 AWG THHN wire, 
mounted on stainless cup hooks around the top of my backyard fences about six feet 
above the ground. The wire is insulated from the hooks with short pieces of clear vinyl 
tubing and is fed with a 4:1 current balun and approximately 25 feet of RG-8X coax. I 
also added ferrite chokes at both the antenna and radio ends of the feed line to help 
minimize common-mode current and noise.” 
  
“The results have honestly exceeded my expectations,” he said. “My noise floor is 
typically only S1 to S2, allowing me to hear stations I would have completely missed 
before.” 
  
ARRL Field Day 2026 gave Johnson a chance to operate entirely on battery power 
using his IC-7300 and his new antenna, making contacts on 10, 15, and 20 meters. 
Since installing the loop, he has worked 39 states, 24 countries, and stations 
throughout Japan, Hawaii, Samoa, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, South 
America, and across North America—all from his HOA backyard! 
  
Johnson went on to say he hopes that sharing his successes, and the occasional 
lessons learned along the way, encourages other operators, especially those with HOA 
restrictions, to get on the air and enjoy this amazing hobby. 
  
Johnson has created a Google photo album with all of the photos of his antenna 
design: photos.app.goo.gl/qeF1eToA4q7cAj5PA 
  
Editor’s note: Thanks to Fred Johnson, K6FRD, for sharing his story, his HOA-proof 
antenna, and his effort to return to amateur radio and Field Day! 
 

2026 YOTA Americas Camp a Success 
(The ARRL Letter for July 2, 2026) 

 
The 2026 Youth on the Air-Americas camp, held in Huntsville, Alabama June 14 – 19, 
welcomed 35 campers from 17 states and 3 countries (USA, Mexico, and Argentina), 
between the ages of 15 and 25, to experience a week of hands-on, peer-led, ham 
radio learning, community building, and fun! 
  
YOTA-Americas Camp Director Neil Rapp, WB9VPG, said the kids enjoyed an Amateur 
Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) contact with astronaut Chris 
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Williams, KJ5GEW, on board the ISS, as well as a surprise in-person visit from ISS 
Payload Communications Manager Penny Pettigrew and others from NASA's Marshall 
Space Flight Center Payload Operations team. 
  
Meanwhile on Earth, campers sent up a balloon to near-space, topping out at 93,500 
feet as it transmitted as W4Y-11 on the Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS). 
The balloon carried a successful biological experiment from Xavier University and a 
radiation experiment using Polaroid film. Two pico balloons were also launched. 
  
At the camp’s opening ceremony, there were presentations from two Guidance, 
Navigation, and Control spacecraft engineers: 2013 Newsline Young Ham of the Year 
Padraig Lysandrou, KC9UUS, and ARISS Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO. 
  
Campers also had time to sharpen their kit-building skills and get acquainted with 
how to go on youth-focused DXpeditions, operate satellites, and better use the DX 
clusters to earn DXCC. 
  
They also operated special event station W4Y and visited the US Space & Rocket 
Center and the SIGNALS museum of communications technology. The week ended 
with an intercultural evening where everyone could "Meet the DX" and share foods 
and souvenirs from their home QTH. 
  
A video of the camp is available on YouTube Playlist along with a Photo Album. 
 

The Know-It-All 
(The NTS Letter for July 7, 2026) 

 
We have all encountered one on occasion; the individual who, by virtue of possessing 
an amateur radio license and an orange safety vest, is somehow magically 
transformed into an expert on emergency services operations. These are the 
individuals who exemplify the old expression, “a little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.” 
  
The self-styled expert comes in a variety of forms, ranging from the operator who 
magically requires no training or experience with traffic handling, but will nonetheless 
“be there when needed,” to the operator who believes that every emergency services 
official will be waiting patiently at an office computer for the arrival of this person’s 
important Winlink email. Regardless of the flavor, many such “experts” operate more 
on simplistic assumptions than they do on real-world, boots-on-the-ground, 
experience in disaster operations. 
  
One such “expert” recently declared that there is no need to use a standard message 
format to facilitate the transmission of an emergency message because he will simply 
send the message via Winlink for email delivery. Unfortunately, he has probably never 
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considered the reality that standard formats such as ICS-213 or the radiogram 
incorporate data that is extremely important to emergency operations, such as: 

 A standard message format ensures that important accountability data is 
appended to important message traffic. This allows an emergency services 
official to answer such questions as, “On whose authority was this directive 
issued?” or “What agency is responsible for this request?” A standard format 
that requires names, titles, and the function of the addressee and the 
originator are essential to effective emergency operations. 

 Standard message formats always incorporate a date-time group that defines 
when the message was drafted and tendered for origination. This is not 
necessarily the same time as that automatically appended to an email when a 
radio operator finally entered the message into a terminal or when it was 
finally transmitted. Emergency services officials make many decisions based 
on temporal context. For example, “Are the number of beds available at a 
trauma center increasing or decreasing?” “Is the wildfire acreage increasing or 
decreasing?” and so on. Messages misplaced on a timeline can result in 
significant or even fatal response failures. 

 The network data contained in a Radiogram or radiogram-ICS213 preamble 
facilitates service messages and replies. It aids in the routing of replies by 
defining network topology. It associates a radio operator or station with the 
disaster official whose name, title, and function appears in the signature or 
“FROM” field. Message serial numbers allow for quick reference to messages 
in a file during a busy operation. Message precedence allocates scarce circuit 
capacity to the highest priority messages first. Zip codes in addresses allow 
for automatic routing if a message is transferred to the Digital Traffic 
Network. 

Perhaps the most critical point about standard message formats and the network 
management data contained within the preamble of a radiogram or radiogram-ICS213 
message is the fact that it facilitates the transfer of message traffic between radio 
networks. Going back to our “know-it-all,” his messages originated by Winlink will 
very likely reach the inbox of the addressee’s email account. Winlink is an excellent 
and reliable tool for emergency communications. However, let’s take a deeper look at 
some real scenarios: 

 What if the disaster official to whom an email is addressed is not at their 
computer when it arrives? Perhaps they are in the field, and their email 
account is not readily available. 

 What if the disaster official has left their shift and another official is fulfilling the 
role? After all, there is a reason incident command is built around “functions” 
rather than names! The function may operate continuously for days, but 
people do not. 

 What happens if a message must be transferred to an alternate radio network 
or other radio service? For example, a message arrives via email, but its 
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information must be transferred to a public safety radio system to reach its 
destination. 

The National Incident Management System (NIMS) specified a minimum standard 
when creating ICS-213. This standard defines the minimum accountability information 
required when transmitting official record message traffic in time of emergency. The 
communications network through which this minimum accountability data and its 
associated message content pass is simply a medium. For example, if one inserts an 
ICS-213 message into an email, the internet will add a variety of additional data of its 
own to facilitate the routing of the message and to record its functions. Likewise, 
when one transmits a message via a traffic network, network data is appended to 
facilitate routing and replies, yet the basic accountability data and message content 
remain intact. 
  
Radio amateurs are not omniscient. When they originate a message on behalf of a 
disaster official, they may not have any insight into the circumstances at the point of 
delivery, nor may they have any insight into connectivity problems that may arise en 
route. Our job is to ensure that the message content, the accountability information, 
and the network management data remain intact, thereby ensuring that essential 
information gets to its destination intact and in a timely manner. Standard formats 
and methodologies help ensure this occurs. 
  
In conclusion, next time someone insists that you do not need to keep records such 
as radio logs, use standard message formats for record message traffic, or insists that 
only one mode or method is the “be-all and end-all” of EmComm, do not walk away. 
Run away as fast as you can. -- James Wades, WB8SIW 
 

16-Year-Old ARRL Member Wins 2026 Student 
Coding Competition 

(The ARRL Letter for July 9, 2026) 
 

ARRL is pleased to announce that member Ben Leovy, KC3ZPQ, of Ellicott City, 
Maryland, has been named the winner of the 2026 ARRL Student Coding Competition. 
Leovy, 16, recently completed his sophomore year at Howard High School. He 
designed a mobile application to help users prepare for their amateur radio license 
examinations. 
  
Leovy will receive a $5,000 prize awarded by ARRL. His project was selected by a 
panel of judges based on usability, clarity, stability, and code quality. The judges also 
recognized his enthusiasm for software development and creativity by awarding him a 
new MacBook Neo to encourage his continued exploration of programming and 
technology. 
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“The ARRL Student Coding Competition was created to encourage young radio 
amateurs to apply their skills to a real-world opportunity that will benefit the amateur 
radio community and future entrants,” said ARRL Senior Director of Marketing and 
Innovation Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R. “Ben’s project demonstrated the kind of problem-
solving skills and creativity that will help shape the future of amateur radio.” 
  
The judges were also impressed with the strength of Leovy’s technical approach and 
the potential value of continuing its development. ARRL has offered him a consulting 
project this summer, to further refine and improve the application in collaboration 
with ARRL employees – an opportunity to gain professional experience. Upon 
successful completion of the project, Leovy will earn an additional $5,000. He will also 
be eligible for a $5,000 ARRL scholarship when he enrolls in college after high school. 
  
“I’m excited about the opportunity to continue improving the application and working 
with ARRL,” said Leovy. “I hope it helps more people, particularly students my age, to 
get involved in amateur radio and to join ARRL.” 
  
Leovy became interested in amateur radio through his grandfather and through 
friends involved with the scouts who shared an interest in the hobby. In addition to 
amateur radio and programming, Leovy participates in his school’s robotics club and 
enjoys exploring technology through hands-on projects. 
  
The ARRL Student Coding Competition was launched in January 2026 as part of 
ARRL’s ongoing commitment to developing the next generation of radio amateurs. 
The competition encouraged ARRL Student members ages 21 and younger, who 
already have ham radio licenses, to combine their interests in amateur radio and 
software development. 
  
“Programs like this help young people discover that amateur radio is more than a 
hobby — it is a pathway that inspires hands-on, practical, and technical experiences,” 
said ARRL CEO David Minster, NA2AA. “By investing in students and their ideas, ARRL 
is investing in the future of amateur radio.” 
  
The competition is another ARRL program intended to develop student interest in 
future education and careers in STEM/STEAM fields. Other ongoing initiatives include 
the ARRL Teachers Institute on Wireless Technology, the ARRL Collegiate Amateur 
Radio Program, and the ARRL Foundation Scholarship Program. 
  
The competition judges were ARRL First Vice President Kristen McIntyre, K6WX; 
Hudson Division Director Ed Wilson, N2XDD; previous Director of Education and 
Learning Steve Goodgame, K5ATA; ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM; and 
Education & Learning Support Specialist Max Freedman, N4ML. Additional support was 
provided by past Pacific Division Director Anthony Marcin, W7XM. 
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Since 2024, ARRL Student Membership has been free for full-time students ages 21 
and younger. This no-cost membership opportunity makes it easier for students to 
become involved in amateur radio and access ARRL resources while they explore 
radio, technology, and STEM-related learning opportunities. 
  
For more information about ARRL Student Membership, visit www.arrl.org/student. 

 

Florida’s Space Coast Expands Digital 
Communications Infrastructures 

(The ARRL Letter for July 9, 2026) 
 
The Brevard County Amateur Radio Digital Network in Florida continues to expand 
with a new BPQ portal and growing Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN) 
infrastructure. 
  
At the center of this effort is the launch of a new BPQ portal, a hub for sending and 
receiving packet data over radio links, providing amateur radio operators with access 
to Brevard County’s amateur packet network. 
  
The portal bridges traditional RF packet communications with internet-connected BPQ 
networking, allowing users to connect from virtually anywhere while maintaining 
interoperability with stations operating over the air. Supporting the RF side of the 
network are the KD4WLE and N4TDX systems, which continue to provide reliable 
packet services throughout Brevard County. Complementing the packet infrastructure 
is Brevard County’s rapidly growing AREDN network. Built on high-speed 2.4-GHz and 
5-GHz amateur microwave equipment, the network provides broadband IP 
connectivity between amateur radio sites across the county. 
  
Together, AREDN and BPQ create a powerful hybrid communications platform. 
  
“The combination of packet radio and AREDN demonstrates that amateur radio 
continues to evolve,” said Sean Haga, KD4WLE, Chief Information Officer of 
the Brevard County ARES® Team (BCAT). “We’re preserving proven technologies 
while embracing modern networking to create a communications system that is both 
resilient and accessible.” Licensed amateur radio operators in the Brevard County 
area are encouraged to participate by connecting through the new BPQ Portal at bpq-
live.kd4wle.net or bpq-portal.n4tdx.org. 
  
Amateur Radio Emergency Services of Brevard, Inc. is an ARRL Affiliated Club. 
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Upcoming: ARRL Simulated Emergency Test 
(SET) 

(The ARES Letter for July 15, 2026) 
 
The focal-point weekend for this year’s ARRL SET is October 3 – 4, 2026. The 
September 2026 issue of QST will have a one-page announcement for this year’s test. 
As always, local and Section SET teams are encouraged to conduct their exercises on 
another date throughout the autumn season (or practically any date throughout the 
calendar year) if those dates happen to be better for their group, groups, or Section 
and served agencies with which they are working. 
  
This nationwide exercise is the chance to test your personal emergency operating 
skills and the readiness of your communications equipment and accessories in a 
simulated emergency deployment. 
  
ARRL Field Organization leaders at the Section and local levels, and many other 
volunteers who are active in public service and emergency communications, are 
developing scenarios in consultation with a variety of served agencies and 
organizations. 
  
Station readiness, personal training, and practice are tenets of the Amateur Radio 
Service. Any time we spend on the air contributes to personal radio communication 
capability. 
  
ARRL’s Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®), the National Traffic System 
(NTS), the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES), SKYWARN™, Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT), Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network 
(SATERN), and other allied groups and public service-oriented radio amateurs are 
among those who are eligible to participate in the simulated exercise and to practice 
emergency operation plans, nets, and procedures. 
  
The popular ARRL Basic Emcomm Course is available: This course is designed to 
provide basic knowledge and tools for any emergency communications volunteer. The 
Basic Emcomm course contains three modules and 11 topics, including required 
prerequisites, and is expected to take approximately 10 – 20 hours to complete. You 
will have access to the course platform in the ARRL Learning Center at any time of 
day while you work to complete the course so that you may work according to your 
own schedule. You will want to pace yourself to be sure you complete all the required 
material in the allotted time. When you have completed the coursework, take the final 
assessment for this Basic Emcomm course to receive a certificate. For more 
information and questions regarding ARRL Emergency Communications courses or 
content, please email CEP@arrl.org. 
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WRTC 2026 Winners 
(The ARRL Letter for July 16, 2026) 

 
The World Radiosport Team Championship 2026, held in the United Kingdom, July 8 – 
13, featured 50 teams of two operators each competing under identical conditions in a 
24-hour continuous IARU HF contest. The top 3 teams were extremely close, 
reflecting a highly competitive event. 
  
Highlights of the event included over 260 thousand contacts across multiple bands, 
live scoring and real-time leaderboard updates, plus worldwide livestream coverage 
and commentary. 
  
The Champion (gold) team was Yaroslav Oliinyk, UW7LL, and Yuri Onipko, VE3DZ, 
operating as MB2M. The second-place (silver) team was Manfred Wolf, DJ5MW, and 
Ulrich Ann, DM5EE, operating MB5O; and the third-place team (bronze) was Emir-
Braco Memic, E77DX, and Sven Lovric, DJ4MX, on air as MB1I. 
 
Also competing this year on the Youth #3 Team was an ARRL HQ staff member, 
Education & Learning Support Specialist Max Freedman, N4ML, and his teammate, 
Willow Mauldin, W7WLW, operating as MB4X. 
  
“Overall, it was great experience,” said Freedman. “I’m hoping to participate in the 
2030 WRTC event.” 
  
You can watch YouTube videos of the WRTC 2026 event at their YouTube Channel. 
  
At the close of WRTC 2026, the WRTC Sanctioning Committee announced it has 
extended the period for accepting applications to host the 2030 World Radiosport 
Team Championship. 

 

 
School May Be Out, But the Teachers Are Here 

(The ARRL Letter for July 16, 2026) 
 

While students across the country are soaking in their summer vacations, some of 
their teachers are at ARRL Headquarters in Newington, Connecticut, participating in 
the ARRL Teachers Institute on Wireless Technology (TI). 
  
“This is the most valuable professional development I have ever attended!” said 
Colleen Campbell, KB8VAQ, from Columbiana, Ohio, a teacher attending this week’s 
TI-1 session. The course introduces educators to the basics of electronic principles, 
radio frequency propagation, and antennas. 
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The session is one of several held at ARRL Headquarters throughout the summer as 
part of a significant expansion of the program to reach more educators each year. 
Additional sessions have also been held at locations around the country, bringing 
wireless technology education to more classrooms and communities. 
  
The growth of the Teachers Institute reflects ARRL’s commitment to developing the 
next generation of radio amateurs by reaching students through the educators who 
inspire them. 
  
This week’s instructor is ARRL Education Specialist Wayne Greene, KB4DSF, of 
Brunswick, Georgia, who is teaching six TI sessions this year. 
  
"Generations of radio amateurs credit ham radio with sparking their interest in 
science, engineering, and technology,” said Greene. “Through hands-on experiences 
with topics such as radio-enabled high-altitude balloons, satellite communications, 
radio astronomy, and wireless security, we are equipping teachers to bring that same 
spark into their classrooms. Each educator we reach has the potential to inspire 
hundreds of students who may be our next radio amateurs, innovators, and 
technology professionals." 
Campbell added, “Our instructor, Wayne, has so much knowledge to share and does 
so in the most humorous ways. His attention-getting demonstrations will mesmerize 
my students in the same ways they have the other teachers and me this week!” 
  
For more information about the program, visit www.arrl.org/teachers-institute-
on-wireless-technology. Individuals and radio clubs who can help expand 
opportunities for educators and students are invited to consider supporting the 
ARRL Education & Technology Fund. 
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New ARRL 10-Band DXCC Award 
(The ARRL Letter for July 23, 2026) 

 
 ARRL has introduced the new 10-Band DXCC Award 
plaque, recognizing radio amateurs who have achieved 
DXCC on all ten HF amateur bands from 160 through 6 
meters. 
  
The new award celebrates the accomplishment of 
having confirmed at least 100 DXCC entities on each 
of the following bands: 160, 80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 
12, 10, and 6 meters (excludes 60 meters). Eligibility 
is based on the total QSLs reflected in your ARRL 
Logbook of The World® (LoTW®) account. No 
additional contacts are required beyond those needed 
to qualify for DXCC on each individual band. If your 
DXCC credits are not already visible in LoTW, you must 
first link your DXCC and LoTW profiles by requesting a 
credit merge from the ARRL Awards Desk. 
  
Applicants simply complete and submit a DXCC Item Order Form to order the 10-Band 
DXCC plaque after self-verifying the qualification requirements in LoTW. Complete 
details are available at www.arrl.org/10-band-dxcc. 
  
The 10-Band DXCC Award challenges participants in the DXCC program to establish 
station capabilities and operator skills for dealing with myriad band conditions in 
pursuing DXCC across all 10 bands. "Completing DXCC on every HF band is an 
extraordinary achievement that reflects dedication, skill, and years of commitment to 
amateur radio," said ARRL Radiosport and Regulatory Affairs Manager Bart Jahnke, 
W9JJ. 
  
During last week’s ARRL Board of Directors meeting, Second Vice President Rick 
Niswander, K7GM, learned that he is among the few Board members who qualify for 
the new award. “I never set out to earn an award like this,” said Niswander. “I simply 
enjoy the challenge of working DX, no matter the band. Perseverance can result in an 
accomplishment that represents years of operating.” 
  
Like the 5-Band DXCC plaque, the new 10-Band DXCC plaque comes as a handsome 
wooden frame with a ceramic, blue-embellished tile inlay. The plaque is USD $95 plus 
shipping and handling. 
  
The new award complements ARRL's family of DXCC recognitions, which celebrate 
accomplishments by band, mode, and overall DXCC totals. 
  

 
The new ARRL 10-Band DXCC Award 
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More information about eligibility and award ordering is available on the ARRL 10-
Band DXCC Award web page. 
  
Last year, ARRL introduced the DXCC Trident Award, recognizing operators who have 
confirmed 100 or more DXCC Award countries (entities) on all three operating 
modes—phone, CW, and digital. Like the new 10-Band DXCC Award, the Trident 
Award celebrates a significant operating milestone and offers another way for DXers 
to commemorate their accomplishments within the prestigious DX Century Club – 
DXCC. 
 
 

CQ, CQ, CQ Cats and Dogs! 
(The ARRL Letter for July 30, 2026) 

 
During August, QSOs could sound like cats and dogs! 
 
An international group of operators from Latvia, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, Netherlands, 
India, and Germany, will be on the air throughout 
the month in a mutual celebration of International 
Cat Day and International Dog Day. Officially, 
International Dog Day (in the US, National Dog Day) 
is August 26 every year. International Cat Day is 
August 8. 
  
The combined special event stations will be active 
August 1 – 31, 2026 to call attention to the needs of 
abandoned, abused and homeless pets around the 
world. 
  
In the United States, a team of operators will be on the air as KØDOG, operating 
throughout the country at different times. Additional dog-station call signs will include 
YL1DOG, GB4DOG, VU2MGS, DLØDOG and PDØØDOG. Cat stations will be calling CQ 
as DLØCAT, GB4CAT and DAØCAT. All operators will be on the HF bands using CW 
and SSB. 
  
Two websites with additional information 
are dogdayradio.org and catdayradio.org and the main landing 
page, hamlog.online/iddicd2026, will give hunters for both events a chance to 
claim their awards as they earn them and to see who is currently on the air. 
  
KØDOG also plans to make downloadable eQSL cards available. 
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US National Lighthouse Day 
(The ARRL Letter for July 30, 2026) 

 
US National Lighthouse Day, unofficially held on August 7, is celebrated to honor the 
historic and cultural significance of lighthouses across the United States. This year the 
event will be August 8 – 9. International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend (ILLW) is 
normally held on the 3rd full weekend in August and will be held August 15 – 16. And 
in Britain, the Association of Lighthouse Keepers, ALK, conducts International 
Lighthouse Heritage Weekend on the same weekend as the ILLW. 
  
Hams will be operating special event stations near, and in, lighthouses for both 
events. Here are a few: 
  
August 8 -9, 2026, The North Ottawa Amateur Radio Club (NOARC) Youth 
Lighthouse Activation Aug 8 - 9, 1300Z-0200Z, W8CSO, Grand Haven, Michigan will 
be active on 14.060,14.237, 7.225, and 28.320 MHz. 
  
August 15 (Rain date Aug. 16), 1000Z-2030Z, Fire Island Lighthouse, NAØ26. 
The Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club, W2GSB, will be active at the lighthouse 
using CW, SSB, and digital modes on 14.245, 28.500, 21.325, and 7.275 MHz. 
  
August 15 -16, 1200z to 2030z, the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club in New Jersey, 
will activate special event station W2L from the Stony Point Lighthouse on the Hudson 
River in New York State, for both International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend and the 
200th anniversary of the Stony Point Lighthouse. 
  
August 15, 1400Z-2100Z, W8GNM/8, Port Clinton Lighthouse Activation, Port 
Clinton, Ohio, using 7.225, 14.313, 21.350, and 28.600 MHz. 
 
 

Amateur Radio in the News 
(The ARRL Letter for July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026) 

ARRL Public Information Officers, Coordinators, and many other member-volunteers 
help keep amateur radio and ARRL in the news. 

“Amateur radio operators prepare for nationwide test and storm spotting” / 
WTVO/WQRF (Illinois) June 24, 2026 -- The Rockford Amateur Radio Association is an 
ARRL Affiliated Club 
  
“Coastal Amateur Radio Society takes to the airwaves for ARRL Field Day” / WTOC 
(Georgia) June 27, 2026 -- The Coastal Amateur Radio Society 
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“Inside the 24-hour radio marathon by local club at Ann Arbor airport” / M Live 
(Michigan) June 29, 2026 --The ARROW Communication Association is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club 
 
“More amateur radio operators needed on Maui as busy hurricane season expected” / 
KHNL/KGMB (Hawaii) June 27, 2026 -- Maui County Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services 
  
“Making the call; Local ham radio operators participate in Field Day” / The Ada News 
(Oklahoma) July 1, 2026 -- The Pontotoc County Amateur Radio Association is an 
ARRL Affiliated Club 
  
“Ham radio operators take to the airwaves in competition” / Times News 
(Pennsylvania) July 3, 2026 -- The Carbon County Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club 
  
“Minot amateur radio club hosting annual 'Hamfest'” / KFYR (North Dakota) June 5, 
2026 -- Souris Valley Amateur Radio Club 
 
“Ham radio operators test emergency skills at Field Day event” / San Diego Union-
Tribune (California) July 8, 2026 -- Poway Amateur Radio Society is an ARRL Affiliated 
Club 
  
“Midland Amateur Radio Club reconnects through Field Day event” / Midland Daily 
News (Michigan) July 12, 2026 -- The Midland Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club 
  
“Ham Radio Event Prepares Jersey Shore For Emergencies” / Jersey Shore News (New 
Jersey) July 13, 2026 -- Ocean-Monmouth Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated 
Club 
 
“Chaffee-Lake County 2026 Amateur Radio Field Day: A National Resource For Today 
and Tomorrow” / Ark Valley Voice (Colorado) July 2, 2026 -- The Chaffee Lake 
Amateur Radio Association is an ARRL Affiliated Club 
 
“When all else fails, ham radio can help” / Butler Eagle (Pennsylvania) July 28, 2026 -
- The Butler County Amateur Radio Public Service Group 
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Local Area Amateur Radio Club Contact 
Information 

Club Name When Where Contact 
Orlando Amateur Radio 

Club (OARC) 
1st Wednesday 
of the month at 

7:30pm 
License Testing 

at 5:30pm 

Beardall Senior Center 
800 S. Delaney,  

Orlando, FL  

Bob Nocero, W4KBW at 
info@oarc.org  

Orange County ARES  2nd Thursday of 
each month at 
7:00pm, except 
for December 

Orange County EOC 
located at  

6590 Amory Ct,  
Winter Park, 32792 

John Knott, N4JTK at 
JKnott@oarc.org  

 
 

Lake Monroe Amateur 
Radio Society 

 
1st Thursday of 
each month at 

7:00pm 

Winter Springs Civic 
Center - 400 North 
Edgemon Avenue, 
Winter Springs, FL  

 
 

Joe Marsh, KQ4AID at   
LMARS.ARC@gmail.com  

Bahia Shriners Amateur 
Radio Unit 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Perkins Restaurant 
215 W. SR 436 

Altamonte Springs 

Rod Cavin, W4VBK 
w4vbk@arrl.net 

  
Quarter Century  

Wireless Club (QCWA) 
2nd Thursday of 

the month 
Even Numbered Months: 

City Buffet: 100 Live 
Oaks Blvd. Casselberry  
Odd Numbered Months: 

Perkins Restaurant 
6425 University Blvd., 

Winter Park  

Rich Wilson, WR4RW at 
N707rw@gmail.com 

 

Bill Church-and-Christy 
Moore-CERT Team 62 

 
 

4th Thursday of 
the month at 

6:00pm 

Recreation Hall, 3000 
Clarcona Rd., Apopka FL 

Christy Moore, KN4MDM 
(407) 921-9555 

Osceola County ARES Last Monday of 
the month at 

6:00pm 

Osceola County EOC, 
2586 Partin Settlement 

Rd, Kissimmee, FL 

Kq4afy@osceolacountares.org 
 

Central Florida Repeater 
Association (CFRA) 

Last  
Wednesday of 
each month 

Arrive around 
6pm for some 
food and chat.  
Meeting starts 
about 7:00pm 

Perkins Restaurant 
6425 University Blvd, 

Winter Park, FL  

Bob Nocero, W4KBW at 
W4kbw@cfl.rr.com  

Solavita Radio Club Last Thursday 
of the month at 
7:00pm 

Gator Room, Solivita, 
404 Village, Dr, 
Poinciana, FL 

operator@kq4afy.xyz  

Radio Scouting WB4SA 
 

Annual 
meetings, 
Quarterly 
events 

Camp La Noche, 
41940 Boy Scout Rd, 

Paisley, FL 

Ken Lyons, KN4MDJ 
kn4mdj@gmail.com  

info@RadioScouting.us  
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Weekly Radio Networks 

Mon @ 19:15 147.285 MHz Seminole VHF Traffic Net - Except – First 
Monday of the month (147.555 Simplex)  

Mon @ 20:00 147.090 MHz Seminole ARES Net – Except – First Monday 
of the month (146.460 Simplex) 

Tues @ 19:00 145.350 MHz Osceola ARES Net 

Tues @ 19:30 147.195 MHz Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Tues @ 20:00 146.760 MHz Wayne Nelson Trader’s Net 

Wed @ 19:00 147.300 MHz Disney Emergency Amateur Radio Service 

Wed @ 21:00 432.090 MHz Florida Weak Signal Group 

Thur @ 19:00 443.050 MHz Orange County ARES Net 

Thur @ 20:30 432.090 MHz Florida Weak Signal Group 

SUN @ 20:00 147.285 MHz LMARS Rag Chew & Learning Net 

 
Propagation Beacons 
(Florida Weak Signals Society – W4FWS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

***  FROM THE EDITOR:  There have been several changes at the FCC such as 
requiring that your FRN contact information be updated within 10 days of a change.  
You must use the Commission Registration System (CORES), not just the LICENSE 
MANAGER SYSEMS.  If this is your first time attempting to use the CORES system, it 
can be challenging but not impossible.  The following articles may be helpful as you 
meet the challenge: 

Frequency Power (Watts) Antenna Location 
144.277 MHz 20 Horizontal Loop EL98HN 
222.056 MHz 10 Horizontal Loop EL98HN 
432.307 MHz 12 Horizontal Loop EL98HN 
902.400 MHz 10 Egg Beater EL98HN 
1296.030 MHz 25 Egg Beater EL98HN 
2304.050 MHz 12 Alford Slot EM80MI (A) 
3400.180 MHz 6 Alford Slot EL98HN (B) 
5760.120 MHz 8 Wave Guide Slot EL98HN (A) 
10368.015 MHz 3 Wave Guide Slot EL98HN 
24192.035 MHz 0.150 Wave Guide Slot EL98HN 

(A) Off the Air for Rebuild 
(B) Off the Air for Frequency Change 

Antennas are horizontally polarized and reasonably omnidirectional 
Information current as of November 10, 2025 
For more information, contact the Florida Weak Signal Society. 
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How to Renew Your License Online 
(QST Magazine October 2023, pp 62-63) 

Maria Soma, AB1FM, the ARRL VEC Manager, provided the following instructions on 
how to file a renewal application and make a payment via the FCC’s new COmmission 
REgistration System (CORES) 

“Before you renew your license, you will need to create a new FCC CORES username 
account, and then link your FCC Registration Number (FRN) to your new CORES 
account.  As of April 2022, the FCC charges a $35 fee to renew amateur radio 
licenses.  You must create a new CORES account to pay the fee.  Follow the steps 
below to create a new CORES account, and then after you complete the license 
renewal application, the License Manager system will automatically direct you to the 
CORES system.  Log in and pay the fee.” 

Setting Up Your New FCC CORES Username Account (before you begin, make sure 
you have your FRN number and password to that account): 

1. If you haven’t already created a CORES account, you must register a username 
(your email address) and a password.  Visit the FCC CORES web page at 
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do to set up your account.  If you don’t 
know your FRN, you may search for it on that web page.  You will need your 
FRN for the next step. 

2. Log in to your new account and click the first option, ASSOCIATE USERNAME 
TO FRN. 

3. Enter your FRN and comment.  An example of a comment is “Associating FRN”. 
4. Click continue. 
5. If you know the password for your FRN, enter it now.  This password will likely 

be different from the one used for your CORES username account.  If you do 
not know your FRN password, click the CONTACT TECH SUPPORT link, which 
is next to the FORGOT YOUR PASSWORD? Option and underneath the 
SUBMIT button.  Please do not try more than twice, as you will be locked 
out of your account after repeated failed attempts.  You can also call the 
FCC at 877-480-3201 to have them reset your password for you. 

6. Once you have completed these steps and your FRN has been associated with 
your CORES username, the site should bring you back to the main menu. Log 
out. 
 
Apply for License Renewal 

7. File your renewal application by using the FCC ULS License Manager system at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp. (License renewals are 
allowed at 90 days or less before the license expires, as well as after the license 
has expired while still being within the 2-year grace period.) 
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8. When you are logged into the FCC License Manager system and your license is 
in the renewal window, a box will be displayed stating THIS LICENSE IS 
ELIGIBLE FOR RENEWAL.  Click the BEGIN THE RENEWAL PROCESS link.  
Follow the steps of the FCC renewal and payment process to pay the $35 
application fee.  Print or save the payment confirmation page, and then Log 
out.  You (the license holder) will receive an email from the FCC with a link to 
your official license, or in rare instances, an explanation for why the renewal 
application was dismissed or denied.  The license link will be valid for 30 days.  
Print out the license or down the PDF for the license to your computer. 
 

YouTube video of this process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI8nmjRJjg4 

 
 

FCC to Require Two Factor Authentication for 
CORES Users 

(The ARRL Letter for March 21, 2024) 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has announced an upcoming change 
to the Commission Registration System (CORES) that licensees use to pay any 
application or regulatory fees, manage or reset a password on an existing FRN, or 
request a new FRN. Beginning March 29, 2024, multifactor 
authentication will be implemented. Users will be prompted to 
request a six-digit secondary verification code, which will be sent to 
the email address(es) associated with each username. The user will 
then need to enter the code into CORES before they can continue. 

In a public notice, the FCC said this change will make the system 
more secure. "This additional layer of security will further safeguard 
against unauthorized access, thereby enhancing the overall integrity of information 
contained within the CORES system and improving the security of user data," it read. 

The FCC recommends that users confirm they have access to their username account 
email and to add a secondary email address, if need be. 

Resources are available for those who need assistance with the system. For inquiries 
or assistance regarding the implementation of multifactor authentication on CORES, 
submit a help request at https://www.fcc.gov/wtbhelp, or call the FCC at 877-480-
3201 (Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 6 PM ET). 
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FCC Requires That FRN Contact Information 
Be Updated Within Ten Days of a Change 

(The ARRL Letter for February 19, 2026) 
 
ARRL reports that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
adopted changes to its rules to require that every holder of an 
FCC Registration Number (FRN) update their contact information 
in the CORES system (email and postal addresses) within ten 
business days of a change. 
  
Because every FCC licensee—including amateur radio operators—must have an FRN 
to file applications, this requirement applies to all licensed amateurs. FRN contact 
information is handled separately and apart from contact information related to a 
license in the License Manager System. Both records must be kept up-to-date, and 
each requires a separate update. 
  
Until now, no specific deadline existed for updating FRN or license contact 
information. Instead, the amateur rules at sections 97.21 and 97.23 provide that a 
license may be suspended or revoked “if FCC correspondence is returned as 
undeliverable because of an incorrect address/email.” These provisions remain in 
effect as well as the 10-day deadline applicable to FRN information. 
  
If your FRN information is current and has not changed, no immediate action is 
required, but you must adhere to the 10-day rule for future changes. It is 
recommended to periodically check both the CORES and License Manager Systems to 
ensure contact information is accurate, even if no changes have occurred. 
  
The new deadline [section 1.8002(b)(2) of the Commission’s Rules] became effective 
on February 5 as part of a proceeding that was limited to further constraining 
robocalls. Although the proceeding focused on robocall issues, the 10-day update 
requirement applies broadly to all FRN holders. On February 6 the FCC confirmed in a 
Public Notice that the new deadline applies to all FRN holders. The amendment 
replaces language adopted in 2001 that required FRN holders to keep their contact 
information up-to-date but had not imposed a deadline for doing so. 
  
Numerous requests for clarification from non-robocaller interests led the FCC to issue 
a Public Notice on February 6 (see also PDF) clarifying that fines imposed on those 
subject to the robocall rules for not keeping contact information up-to-date do NOT 
apply to licensees such as radio amateurs, but that the 10-day deadline does apply to 
all FRN holders. 
  
See the following resources for updating FRN and license information. 
  
FCC Tutorial on updating FRN information: 



The Listening Post  28 

https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Update_FRN_Information.htm 
  
ARRL information on how to update license information: 
https://www.arrl.org/call-sign-renewals-or-changes 
  
For assistance, call the FCC FRN Help Desk: (877) 480-3201 (available 8 AM to 6 
PM ET). 
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Make checks payable to: 
Orlando Amateur Radio Club 

 
Mail to: 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club 
3208 E. Colonial Dr. PMB 168 

Orlando, FL 32803 
         
         
To have your membership card mailed to you, please include a SASE with your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Rates:  Regular    [  ] 1 year $15.00   [  ] 3 years $40.00  [  ]  6 years $75.00  
 
Rates:  Family      [  ] 1 year $5.00 per family member Husband, Wife or Child under 18 
 
Rates:  Associate [  ] 1 year $15.00         Dues Total: __________ 
 
 
 
All Membership(s) will expire ONE, THREE or SIX year(s) from date paid. 
 
 
Other Club Affiliations:_______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
     Are you an ARRL Member:  [  ]  Yes     [  ]  No 
 
 
 

OARC Membership Application 

 
Date: __/ __/20__     [  ] Regular Member   [  ] Family Member [  ] Associate Member 
                                [  ] New Membership  [  ] Renewal   [  ] CMP    
 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Call _______________  Class ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________ State _________________ Zip  ______________ 
 
E-mail Address (print) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Home) Phone:  ___________________ (Cell) Phone _________________ Birth Month_____________ 

 
Name Badges:      White letters on Black background with Gold embossed OARC logo.    
 
[  ]  Regular 3” x 1.5” @ $15.00 each 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Call ______________   
 
All badges are to be picked up at the General meeting or add $7.00 for shipping & handling.  
(Shipping only available to those members outside of Orange, Lake, Seminole, and Osceola Counties) 
 
Shipping & Handling:  [  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
 
           Badges ________  S&H _________ Total ___________ 
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